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Preface 5

for judicial service in the administration of justice on the order of Hasn
Pirniya, the Minister of Justice and by the passage of time got other posts too.

Saiyid Mohammad Fatemi, in 1307 Sh. on the invitation and order of
Ministry of Justice under the direct supervision of ‘All Akbar Khan Dawar
(1305 - 1307) wrote very carcfully all the articles of civil law along with some
of the religious and, judicial personalities like Haj Saiyid Nasrullah Tagawi
( Sadat -i- Akhawi), Saiyid Muhsin Sadr (Sadrulashraf), Saiyid Mustafa ‘Adl
( Mansiirussaltana), Haj Muhammad Reda Irawini (Gharawi) and some
others who were the members of the Commission for Compiling the Civil
Law.

He, along with judicial jobs, taught in Political Science Institute and Law
Institute. He, in addition to teaching Islamic Law, jurisprudence and science
of the fundamentals, also taught the notarial law. He was also a lecturer in the
Faculty of Theology for ten years from 1310 to 1320 Sh.

In 1314 Sh. after the establishment of Farhangistan (Academy), he on the
invitation of Dhakaulmulk Furighi became a member of the Academy and
was an effective member.

Saiyid Muhammad Fatimi after 36 years of judicial and scholarly services
for the Iranian society, at the age of 73 passed away due to sickness and he
was burried in Shaikhan Graveyard by the side of Mulla Muhammad Tahir

Qumi’s grave in the tomb of Zakariya bin Adam.



4 Memoirs of Saiyid Muhammad Fatimi Qumi

socio-political history books, their description by a reliable person like Fatimi
Qumi has got much importance for this period of contemporary Iranian
history.

The description of Fatimi Qumi’s excursions and travels inside and outside
of the country and patficularly his travels to holy places, hajj, Syria, Lebanon
and Palestine and the minute details of journey and the description of his
becoming a sufi and spiritual journey are among other important and readable
points of these memoirs.

Haj Mir Saiyid Muhammad son of Saiyid Husain Fatimi Qumi, one of the
contemporary scholars, was one of the respected families and serving scholars
of Qom. In childhood, he went to Tehran along with his family and after
growth studied old and modern sciences. He in the begining of judiciary
set-up’s establishment became engaged in judgeship and after some time
attained the highest judicial position i.e. the presidentship of the 4th Section
of Supreme Court.

He started his studies with his father and the ulema of Qom’s Seminary
and went to Tehran in 1311 AH,, studied in Saiyid Nasiruddin and Marwi
seminaries and became master in speculative sciences, Arabic literature,
jurisprudence and science of the fundamentals of religion, theosophy, logic
and mathematics and became authority on divine law. After acquiring
scholarly degrees, he undertook teaching. In the begining of constitutional
movement, he joined the constitutionalists and faced many problems for the
cause of the progress of freedom and constitutionalism. After the
establishment of constitutionalism, on the 16th of Safar, 1328 A.H. equivalent

to 20th of Adhar, 1288 Sh. while he was teaching in the seminary, was invited



Preface

The present book contains the memoirs of Late Saiyid Muhammad Fatimi
Qumi (1294 A.H."- 1324 Sh.) which have been extracted from his memoirs’
diary which has been written in his own handwriting.

He has started his memoirs from his genealogy and has noted down
historical, political, social, personal and his family events in a very short form.

The first date recorded in this work is related to First of Dhilga‘da, 1282
AH.

The last recorded date in his diary is related to Friday Twentieth of
Ordibehesht, 1319 Sh. (First of Rabi‘-al-Thani, 1359 A.H.).

It is necessary to mention that he has not written anything in his diary
from 1304 to 1320 Sh. and has again continued the writing of his memoirs in
that year (1320 A.H.). The reason was the death of his son Abulgasim which
made him seriously grieved. Ofcourse, he has recorded the memoirs of these
days separately and later entered them in this note book.

In addition to political events which he reports from the year 1311 to 1320
A.H., the other important part of the treatise is the description of the
condition of judicial system of the country in which Fatimi Qumi himself was
involved and has been promoted from the starting level to the highest

judiciary levels and since such subjects have not had any place in
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