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Architecture of Tehran during Naseredin shah Period

Tradition and Modernity in the Contemporary Architecture of Tehran.

Summery:

Architecture is one of few branches of science and technology which is related to
almost all different aspects of human life. Architecture is influnced by sociw., cultural,
philosophical. political, economical. scientific and technical issues and also reflects these

matters in every place and period.

In this book. issues which influence the architecture of Naseredin Shah period will be
analyzed. From this period, the rclalion between Iran and European Countries increased, and
some forms of a new au.hnecnx'e' wh:cl\g&?d not have any counterparts in the traditional
Iranian architecture were mtmduced\dﬁ"lhxs regard, the influence of tradition and modernity is

'\.

specifically very important.

This book is divided into four chapters. In the first chapter, the problem and its setting
is introduced. Importance of the study and the definitions and different views about

Modernity and tradition is discussed.

In the second chapter, the military, political, social and artistic changes which
occurred in Iran because of confrontation with the modern world is explained. Also the
history of Tehran and the physical changes in the city during this time is mentioned and

finally in this chapter, different views about the architecture of this period is discussed.
In dept analysis of urban fabric and architecture of Tehran in regard with

modernization in this period is presented in chapter three. Summery and conclusion is in

chapter four.

According to this study, Naseredin Shah period (1848-1896) is a turning point for the

architectural style ol Tehran. Because from this period on, the influence of western
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architecture is vivid and clear on the important buildings of the capital. This period is the
beginning ol introduction of modern material and European architectural styles for the

important buildings in Tchran.

During the first half of the Qatar period (1779-1848) the influence of European
architecture was only limited to certain decoration on few palaces and religious buildings. But
with the start of Nascredin Shah period, different elements of western architecture like

columns, gable roofs, pediments and Roman arches were used.

During the first forty years of Naseredin Shah ruling, the dominate style for palaces
and governmental buildings was ecclectic, which was a combination of neo- classic western
and traditional lranian styles,y ﬁﬂy wnth{i\\ﬁthc last ten years of his period, the style changed
and it became more wester mzcd \N‘Eo- classic architecture became the dominant style at this
time. G P

Cast iron for Columns and railings and galvanized iron to cover gable roofs were the

only modern material which was used at this time.

The reason for these new developments during Naseredin Shah time, goes back to our
first encounter with the modern weaponry in the early 16 th Century during the wars between
the traditional Iranian army and the modern army of the ottoman Empire in the west and
portuges in the south. Iran was defeated in both wars. More importanty during the first half of
19th Century when Iran lost big parts of its northern section to the Russian army, Iranian
nobility and intellectuals realized that Iran is technologically and scientifically far behind the

European countrics.

As a result, relorms toward modernization first started in the military and educational
system of the country. But the reforms didn't stop there. In Confronting with modernity, the
political. economical, social and artistic traditions were gradually and step by step changed

and the new European systems were introduced.
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Theretore architecture like other aspects of the Iranian life was changed. in order to be

adapted to the new requirements of modern life.

It should be noted that during the fifty years of the Naseredin Shah kingdom, the style
and method of construction of buildings for regular people, and also religious buildings (with
the exception ol Tekieh Dolat- a building for mourning ceremonies) mostly remained within

the framework of the Traditional Iranian architecture.

For future studics. the effect of modernity on the Iranian architecture in different

Periods Since mid- 19 th Century is recommended.

In the appendixes. in (ahfe 5-1 E[m“fmportant dates and events during the Qajar period
and especially during the Nam.(@d-?n Slﬂh period is mentioned, Bibliography, pictures credits

and English summery ure dn‘?.‘\lmdl parts of this section.
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