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courtyards, prayer hall, portal entrance,
chambers and minarets. The mosque is
decorated with tile, and has several
inscriptions in the portal, iwans, and prayer
hall. Masjid-e Sultani was repaired during the
reign of Naser Al Din Shah.

Teheran: Madrasseh Sepahsalar
(121-126)
This Madrasseh, one of the greatest and

most beautiful buildings in Teheran, was
constructed in 1296/1878}).

The building which is constructed in a
four iwan plan is comprised of a portal
entrance, two storeys of chambers a huge
cupola, hypostyle, eight minarets, library.

The central courtyard measures 61 x
62 m. and there are 60 chambers. All parts of
the building are decorated with tiles, and
there are alot of inscriptions in the portal
entrance, lwans, and prayer hall,

Teheran: Golestan palace (120-140)

The Golestan palace in Teheran consists
of several palaces, most of which belong to
the Qajar period. Karim Khan Zand ordered
the construction of a citadel, arampart and a
number of towers, Takht-e Marmar in the
same area.

During the Qajar period, some royal
buildings were gradually erected within the
garden. These monuments consists of the
Golestan garden, Museum hall, entrance
hall, Mirror hall Crystal hall, Talar
Narenjestan, Shams Al emareh, palace of
Badgir, Diamond hall, Kakh Abyaz (white
palace) and library. It should be mentioned,
that the whole Golestan palace complex
together with paintings, ceramics, carpets,
manuscripts, and many other objects

represent masterpieces of art.

Teheran: Iran-Bastan Museum
(131-142)

The Iran-Bastan museum, is located on
Sepah Ave, and was established in
1316/1940). The building consists of an
exhibition hall, library and lecture hall. The
museum presents objects from Pre-historic
times up to the present century. Next to the

Iran-Bastan museum, in 1350/1970) another
building was constructed, which displays

objects from Islamic period, and is called the
National Museum.

Teheran: Parliament (136-144)

The Parliament building, belongs to the
Qaijar period, and was constructed by the
builder ot Sepah-salar madrasseh in
1296/1878).

Modern Teheran

Plates Nos.
107-122-123-124-125-127-128-129-132 -
133-137- 138-142-143 and 144, Represent
The Development, Architecture and Town
Planning of Teheran during the Pahlavi
pericd.
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680/1281.

Cities of the Caspian Sea: General
view
{(107-108-111-114-115-116)

The Caspian region (Mazandaran -
Gilan)have been a significent provinces both
palitically, economically militarily and
agriculturally since the earliest times. The
fertility of the land made it a desirable region

to live in from the prehistoric period.
During the Acheamanid, Parthian and

Sassanian dynasties, the Caspian region
enjoyed a prosperous development, and
many fortifications and cities were buiit in
these provinces.

During Islamic time, the cities of the
Caspian from the Gurgan plain in the east to
the city of Rasht, centre of Gilan in the west,
became important politically.

Amul, Shahi, Sari, Babol, Behshabhr,
Gurgan, Astrabad, Ramsar, Chalus, and
other towns with their remarkable climate,
beautiful nature, and many historical
monuments, represent Iranian culture and
civilization, in the northern part of the
country.

City of Teheran: Capital of Iran
(119-14)

Teheran, which celebrated its

bicentennial anniversary of being the capital
of Iran, is located at the foot of the of Alborz
mountains. Although Tehran, with a
population of 12 million ranks among the
largest cities of the world, it is a new city
compared with other cities and former
capitals of fran such as Shiraz, Isfahan, and
Tabriz. Teheran became important when the

city of Rayy fell into ruins. According to
historians and geographers, in the early and
middle ages, Tehran was a village belonging
to the city of Rayy. Civil wars, and Mongol
invasions, destroyed the city of Rayy in
6-7/12-13 centuries, and since then people
have migrated toTeheran.

During the Safavid period, at the time of
Shah Tahmasb, and in 916/1553 people
were ordered to construct ramparts around

Teheran,
At that time Teheran had four gatss.

During, other Safavid rulers, Shah Sulyman
and Shah Abbas latter p'lanted a grove of
birch trees, However, it was during the Zand
dynasty, that Teheran became important
and in 1173/1758, Karim Khan Zand thought
of making Teheran his capital, and ordered
many buildings to be constructed such as
offices, Diwan-Khaneh and Haram-khaneh,
and the citadel with defensive wails and
moats.

However, it was during the Qajar
period, at the time of Aga Mohammad in
1785 that it became the capital of Iran.

So the new capitai or Dar ol Khlateh
developed during the Qajar period, at the
time of Fath Ali Shah, Mohammad Shah, and
Naser al Din Shah and a lot of buildings such
as mosques, palaces, streets, alleys and
other buildings were constructed,

A pian and city gate of Teheran,
beionging to the Qajar period can be seen
on page 139

Teheran: Masjid-e Sultani(141)

This mosque is focated in the old part of
the city, and was constructed in 1240/1824,
at the time of Fath Ali Shah.

The building consists of four iwan
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Qaleh in central Asia. Kafar Qaleh beiongs to
the Parthian period.

Gabri Qaleh (105)

Gabri Qaleh is located 15 Km. east of
Gurgan and aerial photographs have
tevealed a facinating site. The site has the
form of a square enclosure measuring 650
m. on each side, There is a citadel at the
north corner of enclosure, rising 20 meters

above the level of the plain. The plan of Gabri
Qaleh is similar to Merv, and the same as

Kafar Qaleh which belongs to the Parthian
period.

The Islamic city of Jurjan
(Gunbad-e Qabus) (106)

The ruins of Jurjan are located some 4
Km. to the west of the modern city of
Gunbad-e Qabus to the southeast of the
Caspian sea, The excavations in this site
have provided much information on town
planning, architecture, architectural
decoration and art and crafts. Jurjan
reached its apogee during 11-12th centuries
A.D., but fell victim to the Mongol invasion of
iran, The excavations of this important
Islamic city, was started in 1970, by the
present writer. The plates on page 105 show
the city before and after excavation.

Gunbad-e Qabus
{Tomb of Qabus){112-113)

The most important and remarkable tomb
tower of Qabus is located in the Gurgan
plain in the middle of the modern city ot
Gunbad-e Qabus. This tower though
beautiful, is perhaps one of the first
specimens of stalactite ornamentation used
in Islami¢ buildings which later on was

gradually perfected. The circular body of the
Gunbad has ten flutes. Two rows of Kufic
inscriptions in this building indicate that the
monument was constructed in 397/1006.

Sari: Tomb tower of Sultan Zain Al
Abedin (110)

The building is octagonal in shape with a
conical dome. This building is located in the
middle of Sari, centre of Mazandaran

province. Decoration of the tower consists of
tile and woodwork. According an inscription

on the tomb the monument was constructed
in 809/1406,

Sari: Imamzadeh Saleh (110)

This monument is located some 20 Km,
northeast of Sari. The building is square in
shape 6.50x6.50 and its decoration consists
of stucco woodwork. Imamzadeh Saleh
belongs to 9/15 century.

Damavand: General view & Shebli
tomb tower (117)

The city of Damavand is located some 82
Km, east of Teheran. Apart from Damavand
mountain, there are a lot of historical
monuments in this city such as a Seljuq
minaret, Imamzadeh Abdollah and Shebli
tomb tower, belonging mainly to 7/13
century.

Varamin: General view & Borj-e Ala
Al Din (118)

This building is located in the centre of
Varamin, close to the famous Jame mosque.
The tower is round in shape with thirty
unsupported brick flutes. The conical brick
double- dome of the tower is 5 m. high. The
date of the construction of the tower is
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mosque also posseses several beautiful
doors, two of which bear the dates 825/1421
and 927/1564. The khanegah of Sheikh Abd
Al Samad is a domed pyramidal structure,
famous for its architectural style, such as
stucco, tile and wooden sepulchral box. (6).
The tile inscription of the portal of the
Khaneqabh is written in Thulth style and is
dated 725/1324,

Qum: General view & Religious
building complex (103)

The religious city of Qum is located some
127 Km. south of Teheran. Both before and
after the Islamic period the city of Qum was
important. The city was destroyed by Mongol
invasions but during the Safavid period, the
city developed and many religious buildings
were constructed. One of the most important
monuments of Qum is the religious buildings
complex.

A fine example of a shrine complex can
be seen in the city of Qum. This complex
which is known as Astaneh Hazrat-e
Masomeh (sister of Imam Reza), was
originally constructed in 3/9 century and
completed during 10-11 and 12 century A.D.
But as with other complexes the main
building in this holy shrine was constructed
by the Safavid rulers such as Shah Abbas,
Shah Tahmasb. 1532/1645. In general the
shrine consists of; B

Old and new courtyards, a mirror
deccrated iwan, minarets, portico,
sepulchre, the holy Haram, Fayzyyeh
religious school, the holy tomb, Mosque of
Bala-Sar, ladies courtyard, golden dome,
museum, and several gold and silver inlaid
doors. According to Messhkati, the shrine
complex covers an area of 13527 square

metres, with 1914 metres used for Gunbad,
lwan, and mosque.

Most parts of the shrine complex are
decorated in fine tile, and inscription. The tile
decorations which cover the holy tomb date
from 602-613/ 1205-1218. The glazed
star-shaped tiles with which the inside of the
shrine is decorated and the tomb were
donated by Abuzaid, Abi Taher, Muzaffar Ibn
Ahmad, who were responsible for the
manufacture and calligraphy of the tiles.

Gurgan plain:
Defensive wall-Gabri Qaleh-
Kafar Qaleh (104-105)

The Gurgan plain has been one of the
most important centres of Iranian culture
frorn earliest times.

During Parthian and Sassanian times,
many forts and cities were constructed in
different parts of the plain. Among these
menuments, the defensive wall of Gurgan is
the most important,

The wall begins in the south-east by the
Caspian sea, runs north of Gurgan and
continues to the north-west of the plain,
ending at the vertical rocks of Pishkamar
mountain, a total distance of 174 Km. This
wall was probably constructed by
Mithridates |l to keep out the northern tribes
such as Saka.

Kafar Qaleh (105)

Kafar Qaleh is located 25 Km., south of
Gurgan (Gunbad-i Qabus) and 10 Km. south
of modern Shahpasand, in the village of
Khan-be-bin. The shape of the site is
polygonal and the citadel is located in the
centre rising 10 meters above the level of the
plain. This fort is very similar 1o Koy-Krylgan
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inscriptions in Kufic style.

Saveh:
Minaret of Masjid Maydan (94)

This brick minaret was constructed in
453/1061 and has an inscription in Kufic
style, together with brick decoration. The
rinaret is 10 m. in height and is in fact the
fowest minaret in all Iran,

Saveh: Masjid-e Maidan (95)
This mosque is located in the old part of

the city, and consists of iwan - dome -
chamber, the minaret chamber of the
mosque is decorated with stucco, and has
an inscription in Kufic style.

According to an inscription the mosque
was built in 914/1508,

Kashan: General view (98)

Kashan is located, some 251 Km. south of
Teheran. The city of Kashan has been one of
the oldest centres of Iranian culture since
pre-historic, times. In 1313-1315/1934-1936,
a French archeological expedition carried
out excavations in the Sialk hills, resulting in
the discovery of bronze, painted pottery,
fysotatuettes, human and animal figurines,
which date back to 6th millenium. B.C.

The city of Kashan, progressed and
developed during the Islamic period,
especially in Seljuq, and Safavid times.
There are caravansareis, palaces, bath
houses, tombs towers, mosque and
madrassehs in and around the city.

Kashan: Madrasseh Aqa (96-97)

This beautiful monument belongs to the
Qajar period. Its valuable construction,
together with huge dome, minarets and fine

decoration represent one of the remarkable
structures to be found in Kashan. The
Madrasseh also consists of two storeys and
a beautiful Mihrab. On the frieze of the
Mihrab, the date of constructicn can be seen
as 1246/1830

Abyaneh: General view (99-102-100)
The village of Abyaneh is situated, on the
road from Kashan to Natanz. The beautiful

village of Abyaneh, is outstanding compared
with other villages in Iran. Beautiful old

houses, in mud brick with a special cross
shape type of construction, and their
location on the side of the mountain, are of
great interest to everybody. Abyaneh, was
important during lll-Khanid, Timurid and
Safavid periods.

Natanz: (101)
General view & Building complex

The city of Natanz is located north of
Isfahan, and because of its geographical
position was important during Sassanian
and Parthian times. One of the most
important monuments of Natanz is the
religious building complex.

The city is situated on Kashan-Isfahan
road. A group of cutstanding monuments
frame the complex of the Sheikh Abd Al
Samad. The general construction consists of
a minaret, mosque, khanegah and tomb of
the Sheikh.

The mosque of Natanz is built in a four
iwan plan with a high portal entrance. The
oldest part of the mosque, is the octagonal
room belonging to 9-10 cent. A.D., and is
comparable 1o Gunbad Salabyyeh in irak.
The mosque, according to an inscription on
its portal entrance was built in 704/1304. The
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the lll-Khanid rulers is located near the city of
Zanjan. In early 8/14 centuries when
Sultanieh became the capital of Iran for
economic reasons, many religious and
municipal buildings were constructed in the
new capital.

These monuments consist of mosques,
schools, hospitals, a chain of charitable
buildings, monasteries, and other useful
monuments. The huge outstanding

Mausoleum of Olgaito was constructed
between the year 704-713/1304-1313.

The height of the tomb is approximately
50 metres and it was built in the octagonal
plan. The famous Gunbad of Sultanieh has a
huge dome three large entrances and
almost all parts of the building are decorated
with brick, tile and stucco, both inside and
outside the mausoleum.

Qazwin: Masjid-e Shah (Nabi) (92)

Masjid-e Nabi, in Qazwin is constructed in
& four iwan plan. The original building
belongs to the Safavid period, but was
reconstructed during the Qajar period. Most
parts of the buildings are decorated with
tiles.

Qazwin: Jame Mosque {$2-93)

This building belongs to ihe Seljuq time,
and according to an inscription was buitt
in 514 - 507 / 1113 - 1120 and 509 / 1115.
The mosque has a four iwan plan. There are
many decorations in stucco, and tiles, which
belong to the Seljuq and Safavid periods
respactively. The mosque comprises a
portal, courtyard and minaret. Latest
excavations in the prayer hall, show that it
was originally used as a fire-temple before
Islamic time. The decoration in some parts of

the mosque dates from the Safavid period,

Qazwin: City gate (93)

The city gate of Qazwin was constructed
during the Qajar period, but was repaired
recently,

Qazwin: Palace of Chehl soton,
{Museum) (93)
This palace is located in the centre of the

city in spaciouc garden. lts constructionis
similar to that of Hasht Behesht palace in

Isfahan. The palace also consists of two
storeys, and most parts of palace are
decorated with painting, gildings and tile
work. The palace is now the Qazwin
museum,

Saveh: Jame Mosque (92-93)

The Mosque of Saveh is constructed in a
four iwan plan. Its original construction dates
back to the Seljuq period, but was re-built
during lll-Khanid and Safavid times.
According to an inscription in the iwan in the
year 927/1520, at the time of the founder of
Safavid dynasty Shah lsmaeil, the mosque
was recenstructed and decovaled

Most pants of the auasgue are decorated
with kashi (turquoise colored tiles) in geo-
metrical designs, and its Mihrab is decorated
in plaster of various colors. The builder was
Sheikh Jamel al Din ibn Kamal al Din Banna
Qrumi.

Saveh: Minaret (95)

Not tar from the Jame Mosque, a brick
minaret 14 m. in height stands, which
according to its inscription was built in
504/1100 during Seljuq period. Al parts of
the minaret are decorated in brick and
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as Gunbad Allah-Allah i cylindrical in shape,
rather low and decorated with brick and tile.

Underneath the Gunbad, an exquisite
carved box, one of the finest treasure pieces
of the mausoleum, bearing an inscription, in
Reqa style covers the burial ground.

The second dome belongs to Shah
Ismaeil, founder of the Safavid dynasty, and
is lower than the Sheikh Safi tomb. Under the
dome in the chamber, a fine costly box rests
upon the tomb,

Other important parts of the complex are
Chini-Khaneh and, lantern hall, both of which
are decorated with beautiful stucco and
have fine, expensive silver doors. The interior
and exterior of the complex are decorated in
mosaic tile, togetner with seveial
inscriptions. The Sheikh Safi Tomb is one of
the finest buildings of the Safavid time in
Azarbaijan province.

Uromieh: Mihrab Jame mosque (79)

The Jame mosque of Uromieh, belongs
to 7/13 century. The most important part of
the mosque is the Mihrab. The plaster work
and inscription friezes of the Mihab inside
the mosque are among the most exquisite
artistic products of the Mongol period. There
is an inscription giving the name of artist,
and date of construction as 676/1277.

Maku: Palace of Baghcheh Juq (80)

The palace of Baghcheh Juq, belongs to
the Qajar period, and consists of a garden,
vestibule, and is decorated with mirror
stucco, and paiitings. The building has
been converted into a museum by the
Cultural Heritage Organization.

Maku: General view (82)

The city of Maku is located in the
northwest of Azarbaijan, near the Russian
and Turkish borders.

Soth before and after the Islamic periods,
was an isnnortani city, There are many
his'nnzal monuments in this city such as the
for of Maku, Qarah Kekssa {black church),
and Iwan Farhad.

Takht-e Sulyman (83-84-88-89)

Iran’s most important ancient buildings,

called Takht-e Sulyman are located some 42
Km. northest of Takab in Azarbaijan state.
According to the latest research and excava-
tions by a German Archeological expedition,
irie reinaing on this site belong to different
periods such as Acheamanid, Parthian,
Sassanian and Mongol periods.
Takht-e Sulyman is believed to have
originally been the site of the famous
Azargoshnasb (Shiz), fire-altar and the birth
place of Zoroaster.

The most important parts of the site are
the entrance gate, the fortification towers,
iwan Khosrow, mosque, fire-altar, central
pool, residential buildings, and several other
important buildings.

Mianeh: Pul-e Dokhtar (g7)

This bridge is coustructed on the river
Qezel-Ozen on the road from Zanjan to
Mianeh. The piers of the bridge are made of
solid stone and consist of three large spans.
According to an inscription on the bridge, it
was repaired in 933/1526.

Sultanieh: General view and
Mausoleum of Oljaito (86-90-91)
The famous city of Sultanieh or capital of
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plan in 13/19 century, during the Qaijar
period. The monument consists of central
courtyard, several prayer halis, minarets,
marble minbars and several inscriptionsin
beautiful styles.

Semnan: City gate (71)
The ¢ity gate of Semnan was constructed
during the Qajar period 13/19 century, most

pans of the monument are decorated in tile,
with human and floral motifs,

Farumad: Masjid-e Jame (72)
Masjid-e Farumad is located in the village
of the same name some 165 Km. east of
Shahrud. The menument was constructed in
the two iwan plan in 7/13 century. Although
the building is in ruins at the present time,
the remains of beautiful stucco brick and tile,
in some parts of its two iwans represent the
importance of the mosque in the past.

Semnan: Masjid-e Jame (76)

The monument is in fact, one of the oldest
buildings of the city. The original building of
the mosque goes back to the early islamic
period. The present monument belongs to
Seljuq, ll-kKhanid and Timurid periods. On
the high iwan of the mosque there is an
inscription in tile which gives the date as
828/1424,

Shahmirzad: General view & Shir
Qaleh (74-75)

The town of Shahmirzad is located some
24 Km. north of Semnan and 180 Km. south
of Sari. According to archaeological
research, the town was inhabited in
pre-historic and historic periods. During the
Islamic time, the town was also important,

especially for its geographical position and
climatic conditions.

Among the historical monuments in
Shahmirzad, the shir Qaleh fort, Masjid-e
Jame, and imamzadeh, and Sheikhi Qaleh
should be mentioned.

Tabriz: General view (77-78)
The city of Tabriz or centre of east

Azarbaljan province, is one of the most
important among the Iranian cities.

According to a geographer and historian
{Mogaddasi) in spite of the Mongol invasion,
it remained an important province.

During HI-Khanid - Timurid, Safavid and
Qajar periods a lot of historical monuments
were constructed in the city of Tabriz,
Amongst them the Blue mosque, Arg-e
Alisha and Masjid-e Jame, are outstanding
buildings.

Ardebil: Religious building
complex (79)

The mausoleum of Sheikh Safi, in the city
of Ardabil in the northern part of Iran, can be
considered as another fine example of
religious building construction. The complex
consists of several monuments such as:

Sheikh Safi tomb, Chini-Khaneh a
{ceramic gallery, in fact one of the oldest
museumes established in lran in 16th
century) The Haram (ladies quarters) Shah
Ismaeil tomb, Mosque of Jannet-Sar,
Khanegah, Cheragh-khaneh (lantern hall),
Shahidgah (the execution hall), main
courtyard and some other buildings. Most
parts of the complex were constructed
during Safavid periods mainiy at the time of
Shah Abbas.

The tomb of Sheikh Safi, which is known
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seen in the eastern part of Iran, in Qumis
province, The complex is located some 6
Km. north of present day Shahrud, on the old
Khorassan road. The name of the complex is
Bayzid Bastami, and it is the same as other
religious building complexes in lran
consisting of several monuments such as: a
Mausoleum , Mosque, Madrasseh, Somash
(monastery), Burj-e Kashaneh, Mussaleh,

and minaret.
The oldest monument of the complex is

the Seljuq brick minaret 514/1120. During
the lll-Khanid period, at the time of Oljaito,
other buildings were added to the compilex,

The Masjid Jame is located on the
southeastern side of the Mausoleum, next to
the tower of Kashaneh. The Somaeh
consists of a conical domed brick structure
and an iwan. Burj-e Kashaneh is of a
particular architectural style, and has
pointed brick flutings, two kufic inscriptions
in relief and a brick ¢upola. The stucco
Mihrab of the shrine, which is written in
Thulth style is one of the artistic works of the
builders and calligraphers of the same
region: Mohammad al Hossein, Al
Mohandes (Architect) Al Banna Damghani
and Mohammad Ibn Ahmad Semnani.

Nayshapur: Qadamgah (63)

This mausoleum is located in the village
of the same name, and is octagonal in
shape, with high iwans, and two storeyed
arcades. The monument is in the middle of a
garden, and has an inscription stating that in
1091/1680 the Safavid Shah Sulayman
ordered its construction. The monument is
called Qadamgah, because of the popular
belief that two large foot prints found on a
piece of stone in the place, belong to the

eighth Imam, imam Reza.

Dameghan: Tari-Khaneh (64-65-68)

In the city of Damghan, one of the earliest
monuments of the Islamic period.
Tari-Khaneh (Gods House)is located. The
mosque consists of a central court with
corridors all around, Its brick arches are
similar o the Sassanian construction and its

circular columns are comparable with other
Sassanian constructions. Next to the

mosque, there are minarets, with Kufic
inscription, belonging to the Seljuq period.

Dameghan: Chehl Dokhtaran (66)

The monument, belongs to the Seljuq
period 466/1073, the height of the building is
15 metrss, it is onion shaped, and it has a
beautiful inscription on the outside of the
tower.

Dameghan: Borj-e Mehmandust
(67)

The monument is iocated in the village of
Mehmandust, and was constructed in
490/1096. Its shape is polygonal, and the
importance of the tower is mainly due to its
fine arches and beautiful inscription,

Semnan: Masjid-e Sultani (70-71)

The city of Semnan is located some 193
Km. south east of Teheran, and accordingto
archaeological research the history of the
city goes back to pre-historic times. During
the Islamic period, many religious and other
buildings were constructed in this city.
Among these monuments, Masjid-e Jame,
Masjid-e Sultani and the city gate should be
mentioned.

Masjid-e Sultani, was built in the four iwan
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fmonuments of Taybad consists of Seljuq
Minarct , and the famous Mausoleum of
Mulna-Zayn Al Din Abubakr Taybadi.

Khat: Madrasseh Khargird (53-54)

The Madresseh Khargird (Ghiasiyeh) was
constructed 848/1437, by order of Ghiyased-
din minester of Shahrukh Timurid period.
The architects of the building were Qavamo
Al Din and Ghyaso Al Din, famous builders of
Timurid period.

The building consists of a central
courtyard, two storeys of student cells
constructed in a four iwan plan,

Khaf: Mosque of Zowzan (s5)

The mosque of Zowzan is located in the
village of the same name in Khurasan
province. The original building goes back to
Kharazm- shahid period 60-610/1203-1213.

Although the mosque is in ruins the
remains of its architectural technique and
decorative arts, especially, in brick and tile
decorations can be seen.

Nayshapur:
imamzadeh Mahruq (s6)

The monuments consist of 2 tile-
decorated dome, mosque, two Harams, and
wans. The Imamzadeh was buitt during the
Safavid period 10/16 century.

The monument with its tile decorations,
as weil as its favourabie position is
particularly attractive and imposing. It should
be mentioned that the imamzadeh is located
very close to the tomb of Omar Khayyam,

Khorassan road:
Caravansarai Mehr (57)
The four iwan caravansarai Mehr is

located some 50 Km. on the
Sabzwar-Mashhad road. The buiiding
belongs to the Safavid period, 10/16 century,
but was restored during the Qajar period.

Sabzwar: Mussala (53)

The monument is located some 2 Km.
east of the city, and consists of a high iwan
and three small iwans. The building material

consists of brick.
Nayshapur: Gunbad Mehrabad: (59)

In the south part of Nayshapur, there are
two octagonal buildings, constructed during
Seljug and Il--Khanid periods, 7/183
centuries.

Nayshapur: General view (60)

The city of Nayshapur or home land of the
great Iranian poet Khayyam, was an
important centre of Iranian culture both
during the pre-Islamic and Islamic period.,
The city developed, and became important
in Islamic time especially during the Samanid
and Seljuq dynasties.

Unfortunately, this famous city, was
destroyed by an earthquake in 2nd century,
and by Mongol invasions in early 7/13
century,

From 1933-37 American archaeological
teams made excavations in the ruined parts
of the city and discovered objects, mainly
fine pottery of 3-6/9-12 centuries.

The drawing on page 60 shows a
panorama of the city before the Mongol
invasions,

Bastam:
Religious building complex
(61-62-72)

Another famous religious building can be
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Safavid period. The architect of the hammam
was Ostad Mohammad Yazdi, and it is
decorated in tile and stucco. The building
{(Hammam) is now the Anthropological
Museum.

Mahan:

Religious building complex (46-63)
in the city of Mahan, in the Kerman region

(40 Kms. east of Kerman) the mausoleum

of Shah Nemattollah Vali, constructed in
840/1437. is located.

The complex consists of a main
courtyard, a portal entrance and its minarets,
Hussinyyeh, Chelleh-Khaneh, Haram,
caravansarai and several tombs. The original
building belongs to 9/15 century, other units
were constructed, during Safavid and Qajar
periods.

According to a mosaic tile inscription in
the dome of the monument and in the haram
the mauscleum was constructed, by Ahmad
Shah of Deccan, admirer of Shah
Nematollah Vali in the year 840/1437. During
the Safavid period, a caravansarai was
added to the complex, for pilgrims, who
travelled from other cities to visit the shrine.

Birjand: General view (47-73)

The city of Birjand is situated some 496
Km. south of Mashhad. During the Islamic
period, Birjand was an important city, and
also an important commercial centre
between India and eastern cities.

Tus: Tomb of Ferdowsi (48)

The tomb of Ferdowsi, is located in the
town of Tus near Mashhad. The tomb is
located in a garden, and recently a museum
alibrary and a gallery exhibiting paintings

depicting scenes from the Shahnameh of
Ferdowsi were added. The tomb of
Ferdowsi, is similar to the tomb of Cyrus
founder of the Achaemenid dynasty.

Mashhad: religious building
complex of Imam-Reza (49-50-52-57)

The shrine complex of Imam-Reza, in
Mashhad is the most important religious
complex in {ran and consists of 10
monuments dating from early Islamic time to
the present century.

The tomb chamber of Imam-Reza is
square in shape 10 x 10 metres and is
covered by a huge gold double dome. Its
cornices are decorated with tiles which
represent various decorative motifs in luster
style of highest quality.

Some of the tiles date from
612-720/1215-1320. The golden dome of
Imam-Reza has an inscription written by Ali-
Reza Abbasi during Shah Abbas period, and
other inscriptions by a famous calligrapher,
Mohammad Reza Imami, during the reign of
Shah Sulyman 1086/1675,

Other buildings in the complex are the
Gawhar-5had mosque and Madrasehs,
Do-Dar, Prizad, Bale-Sar, and Mirza.Jafar,
The shrine of Imam Reza (Astan Quds-
Razavi), is the most magnificent of lIran’s
historical holy monuments and a piace of
pilgrimage for Musiims throughout the world.
Its architecture and decorations feature
together with many objects and manuscripts
of Islamic art.

Taybad: General view (51)

The city of Taybad is located some 250
Km. south of Mashhad and 23 Km. from the
border of Afghanistan. The most important

ve1 /301




capital of the Sasanian rulers. Amongthe
most important monuments of the city, are
Pol-eband Qaisar, masjid-e Jame,
Imamzadeh Abdollah, and many more,
betonging to different periods.

Hamadan: General view

Kangawar: General view
Kangawar city, in Kermanshah regicn, is

important for its magnificent monuments.

The construction of the complex is
attributed to the Parthian period. The temple

stands on a stone elevation of considerable

(35-36)

dimensions and all that remains of several
capitals, are some pieces of stone friezes
and a number of pillars. Two pictures on
Page (35-36) show a general view of

Hamadanand a general view of Kangawar.

Bisuton: General view (37)

The village of Bisuton, is located on the
Hamadan-Kermanshah {Bakhtaran), road,
Bisuton is famous for historical sculptures
and inscriptions. These inscriptions are of
the highest historical importance and were
created in 480 B.C. during the six years of
Darius’ reign.

Bisuton, was also important during the
Islamic period, and the remains of
Chamchmal city of Ii-Khanid period and the
beautiful caravansarai of Sheikh Al Khan

give evidence of the importance of the city. -

The picture shows the Safavid caravansarai
of Bisuton, and Bisuton mountain.

Hamadan: Gunbad Alawian (3s)

The Gunbad or Mausoleumn of Alavian is
located in the city of Hamadan. The building
which is square in shape, was constructed in
the 6/12 century, and is important for the

beautiful brick and stucco desorations.

Sistan, Qaleh gerd and
Kuh Khajeh (39)

In the province of Sistan, there are a lot of
historical monuments, belonging to different
periods.

Among these buildings Qaleh gird (circle
fort} and famous buildings such as palaces,
tempies, portais, courtyards belonging to the

Parthian and Sasanian periods, can be seen
south of Koh Khajeh, some 40 Km. west of

Zabol.

City of Kerman (40-41-43-45)
According to scholars, the city of Kerman
in the southern part of Iran, developed as a
result of miletry and economic aspects. as
we know in the past, a branch of the Silk
Route, passed through deserts via Kerman,
to the other important cities such as Shiraz
and Bandar-Abbas in the Persian Gulf, on
the one hand and India on the other. Since
pre-lslamic times, Kerman has become an
important city and the centre of the province
as well. There are a lot of historical
monuments in different parts of Kerman,
Mahan, Sirjan, Bam. One of the most
interesting monuments in Kerman province,
is the citadel of Bam. The citadel is located in
northeast part of the town of Bam, and
consits of Bazar, Masjid-e Jame, Hammam
(bath house), quarters, watch toweres,
defensive walls, mii and other sections.

Kerman:
Hammam Ganj Ali Khan (42)

The building is located in the centre of the
city, and was constructed by order of Ganj
Ali Khan, governor of Kerman during the
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Shiraz (23-26)

The city of Shiraz, the center of Fars
province was an important city both before
and after the islamic period. The present
urbanization and urban planning of Shiraz
belongs mainly to the Zand dynasty, when
the founder Karim Khan made Shiraz his
capital. Many religious and municipal
monuments were built in this period. The
aerial picture shows part of the city, while the
city fort (Arg-e Karim-Khani) can be seen in
the middle.

Firuz-Abad (24-25)

The present city of Firuz-Abad contains
the ruins of the ancient city of Gur. The city is
circular in shape and was constructed by
Ardashir Babakan, during Sassanian period.
The area consists of several historical
monuments such as Qaleh Dokhtar, Royal
palace, and relief sculptures.

Bishapur (27)

The ruins of the Sassanian city Bishapur
are located some 25 Km. west of Kazerun in
Fars province. One of the most important
discoveries in Bishapur excavations, was
mosaic decoration in so called iwan mosaic.
The picture shows a Sasanian lady, in
mosaic.

Siraf: General view (28)

The ruins of Siraf one of the most
important centres in the Persian Guif are
located some 240 Km. Bushehr. Siraf was
important both in pre-Islamic and [slamic
times. According to Archaeological
research, this city was famous during 5/11
century.

Kish Island: General view (29)

The Island of Kish is located some 300
Km. south west of Bandar Abbas in the
Persian Gulf. Kish has an area of 120 Km,
and according 1o historians the island of Kish
was famous in 8/14 century. At the present
time the island of Kish is very important for its
commercial activities,

Bahdar Abbas: General view (30)

Gameron or Bandar Abbas the centre of
Hormozgan province is located on the north

shore of the Persian Gulf. During the Safavid
period Bandar Abbas became famous.
Today this port in the south of Iran has an
important role in commercial activities.

Susa: General view (31)

The ancient city of Susa or capital of
Elam, was a very important city during
Acheamanid and Sassanian pericd.

The historical city of Susa consists of an
Acropolis, royal city, Apadana and artisan
quarter. Susa is also famous for the
mausoleum of Daniel the prophet .

Dezful: General view (32)

The city of Dezful in Khuzestan province,
was important both before and after the
Islamic period. There are a lot of historical
monuments in Dezful which represent the
importance of the city in the past. Among the
historical buildings, are Masjid-e Jame, the
Sassanian tomb of Yagub Layth, and the
mausoleum of Shah Rokno Al Din.

Shushtar: General view (33-34)

The city of Shushtar was important during
the Sasanian period, and according to
historical sources the city was the winter
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at the time of Oljaito, during the lil-khanid
period. The decorations of the building
consists of stucco and tilework, inscriptions
in Thulth, and Kufic style. The building also
consists of a gallery, courtyard, portal
entrance and tomb,

The City of Yazd (17-18-19-20)

General view, Masjid-e Jame, Hossein-
Abad, Takyeh Mir Chakhmaq, Dowlat-Abad
garden, and an old house.

The city of Yazd the centre of Yazd
province is located in the centre of lran and it
is some 667 km. from the capital of lran.
Urbanization and urban planning in Yazd go
back to Pre-Islamic period. According to
scholars, after Isfahan and Shiraz, Yazd is
next in importance for its magnificent
historical monuments.

One of the most important historical
buildings of Yazd, is the Masjid-e Jame. The
original construction of this building goes
back to 6/12 century, but the present
mosque belongs to 8-9/14/15 century.
Among the most important parts of the
building, are the majestic and lofty portal,
two superb minarets, together with fine
decoration, mostly tile work. The most
important decorative achievement is found
in the Mihrab, which is superbly ornamented
with mosaic tile designs and stalactites in
several rows. :

The buildings of Dowlat-Abad gard.en.
belong tothe Zand period 1160-1747, but
were restored during the Qajar Dynasty.

The building consist of a garden-palace
ventilation {bad-gir), cistern, Houz-khaneh
and cther buildings.

Takyeh Mir Chakhmaq, once considered
as the entrance portal of the old city of Yazd,

belong to 9/15 century, but the present
portal, two high tile-decorated minarets and
several arcades date from 13/19 century,

There are alot of typical old houses in
central Iran specially in central part of Iran.
These houses which are known as houses ot
the Abid-zone area are beautiful and
famous.

One of these houses which represents
nights of Yazd can be seen in picture page
(19)

Pasargad (21)

The Pasargad region consists of the
remains of the Achaemanid period. The most
important of these monuments are the
reception hall of Cyrus, the palace with the
bas-relief figure of winged genil, the private
imperial palace and most important of all, the
tomb of Cyrus (Kuroush)the Great, around
which a number of Islamic monuments such
as mosques and other buildings are also
scattered. The tomb of Kuroush is square in
shape, constructed upon a platform of six
tiers, where white stones have been used to
erect this eleven metre high mausoleum.

Persepolis (22)

Some 57 Km. north of Shiraz, on rocky
Mount Rahmat, one of the most important
monuments of Iran is located.

Persepolis, according to a stone
inscription was built in the reign of Darius the
Great 521-486 B.C. and completed under
Xerxes |, Ardeshir, Xerxes I, and Darius Il
336-331 B.C.

This magnificent palace was the summer
residence of the Achaemanian emperors
and their official reception quarters.
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Famous builders and calligraphers such as
Ali Reza Abbasi, Ali Akbar Isfahani, Abdol
bagqi Tabrizi, left beautiful inscriptions in
parts of the mosque.

isfahan: Gunbad Masjid-e-Sheikh
Lotfoilah (8)

On the eastern side of Maidan Naqgsh-e
Jahan, another famous religious monument
called Masjid-e-Sheikh Lotfollah is located.
The bhuilding construction started in
101171602 and was completed in
1028/1618. Both the interior and exterior of
the mosque are decorated with various
types of tiles and a lot of inscriptions in
Thulth style in the vestibule, prayer hall and
dome of the mosque. Famous builders and
calligraphers such as Hossein Banna, Ali
Reza Abbasi, were responsible for the
creation of beautiful buildings such as this
Isfahan historical monument.

isfahan: Mosque and Minaret of
Barsian (g)

This building is located some 42 Km. gast
of Isfahan, north of Zayandeh Rud river. The
mosque was constructed during Seljuq
period 491-498/1097-1104. Afrieze inthe
Mihrab consisting of 13 lines is &
masterpiece of stucco decoration.

isfahan: Shahrestan bridge (8)
Constructed on the Zayandeh Rud, it
belongs to pre-Islamic times, but during
Islamic period it was repaired and completed
during Dailamite and Seljuq dynasties.

Naein: General view, Bazaar,
Naernj Qaleh, and Mohammadieh
{10-11-13-14)

The city of Naein is located west of Yazd.
Naein has many historical monuments such
as Jame mosque, the city fort, and old
houses. The Jame mosque of Naein is one of
the most famous historical monuments of
Iran, and its original construction belongs 10

4/10 century. The mosque is also
remarkable for its stucco and wood

decorations.

Narenj qaleh of Naein, belongs to the
pre-Islamic period, but was repaired during
the Islamic period. The building material of
the Qaileh is mud bricks 25 x 50 cm. and the
height of the fort is 26 meters.

The Bazaar of Naein, belongs to 8/14
century and consists of shops on both sides
of the Bazaar.

The village of Mohammadieh is located
east of Naein, and consists of Maidan Bala
and Maidan Paein destricts.

Its Jame mosque is the most famous
building of the village.

Masjid-e Kaj & Dashti (15)

These mosques are located 24 and 18
km. east of Isfahan, north of Zayandeh Rud.
Both buildings belong to 8/14 century, and
weare constructed during the lll-Khanid
period.

The pictures show , the domes of
Masjed-e Dashti and Kaj.

Isfahan: Pir-e Bakran (12)

In the village of Pir-e Bakran, some 30 km.
south west of Isfahan, there is a histerical
monument, which was criginally constructed
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Istahan: General View (1-9)

Although, in the 17th century, was the
golden age of isfahan it was also a famous
city long before it became the capital during
the Safavid period.

{sfahan is not only a fine city of architec-
ture and beauty but in spite of its historical
significance is surprisingly a modern town as
well.

The buildings of Nagsh-e Jahan square
such as: .

Ali Qapu palace, Masjid-e Shah and
Sheikh Lotfollah, the Bazaars and surround-
ing monuments-represent one of the most
magnificent building complexesinlsfahan.
The picture shaws the old part of the city
near Masjid-e Jame.,

Other picture represents a general view
of Isfahan in 18th century A.D. Although the
painter’s signature cannot be seen,
compared to his other works it can be
attributed to Olarious. Courbesy Sahab
Cultural Organization.

G ﬁ_‘%};

Isfahan: Madrasseh Sultani
(Chahar-Bagh). (2-5-7-9)

This building was constructed at the end
the of Safavid dynasty during the reign of
Shah Sultan Hossein in the year
1706-1714/1118-1126. This famous building
consists of a four iwan plan, portal entrance,
a spacious courtyard with two storeys of
student cells in all four iwans. it also has a
beautiful dome, two lofty minarets,
decorated with enamelled tiles.

Next to the madresseh is the famous
caravensarai of Madar-shah belonging to the
same period of Madresseh, This building is
now the Hotel Abbasi

Masjid-e Shah (lmam) (34)
Masijid-e-Shah (Imam), one of the most
important buildings of the Safavid period is
located on the south side of Maidan Nagsh-e
Jahan. The mosque was constructed in a
four iwan plan between 1021-1040/
1612-1630. The building is a masterpiece of
architectural achievement, with excelient
tilework in almost all parts of the building.
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Travellers and Iranian Architecture & Town Planning

The prehistoric and historic remains of the Iranian plateau attracted
European traveliers to Iran as early as 17th century. Among these were
Thomas Herbert, Pietro Della Valle, Tavernier Fryer and many others. This by
no means exhausts the list of famous envoys and travellers who with the
spread of the fame of Iran abroad, particularly from 16th to 18th centuries,
came in ever increasing numbers to admire and record with remarkable
fullness the history, geography, aits, architecture and town planning.

The boaks of their experiences are full of interesting and illuminating
details, paintings and drawings.

These paintings and drawings, show, different aspects of iranian
architecture and town planning, such as towers, gates, fonts, bath houses,
mosques, caravansarais, bridges, bazaars and tombs towers.

Unfortunately some of these monuments are either in ruins or have
disappeared during the course of time, but the drawings and paintings of
these travellers are a great help for architects and conservationists.Although
is not possible to publish all drawings and paintings of artists and travellers,
But Representation of Some Drawings & Paintings of Travellers Such as:
Dieulafoy, Flandin-Coste, Brugsch, Olearius, Laurens, Chardin, Kamfar, and
others, show the face of Iranian cities in the past. It shouid be mentioned, that
these paintings and drawings have influenced Iranian paintings and
drawings since 19th century, and from that time some Iranian artists, such as
Sani al Mulk, Mahmud Khan Saba, Abu turab Ghaffari, and others, have
produced masterpieces of paintings on Iranian architecture and town
planning, in European style.
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Paris. 1910 - Pl: 194.

L. Dubcux. Pls: 242 - 249.
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Tour Dc Mondc. 1848. Pls: 202 - 203.

G. Nicbuhr. PL: 183.

Mahmud Khan Malck alshoara: PI: 251.

Heinrich Brugsch. Pls: 152 - 179 - 254 - 256.

G. H. Homaxon., IRAN in Europaischen Bildzecugugnissen, Band 1-11 Persian Text. 1970
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1976.
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weary traveller covld not only rest, but-equally important-where the exchange of ideas between travellers from
different districts could take place, with considerable effects on social life, cuiture, art, and economics.

Palaces, gardens and garden pavilions are the other aspects of Iranian architecture which appear from early
times, and a lot of them have been built over the centuries. The earliest planned garden in Iran is that of Cyrus the
Great at Pasargad, the forerunner of so many formal Iranian gardens, These gardens and palaces include such
noteworthy edifices as Persepolis, Ali Oapu, Hasht Behesht, Narengestan, Fin, Eram and Tabas, litustrating their
importance in the history of Iranian architecture,

Anather, feature of Iranian architecture is the isolated minaret or *mil* (watch toser), which were erected mainly
along the caravan routes, especially from the 19th century AD. These edifices helped caravans to reach their
distinations by guiding them across the trackless wastes, while from some the call to prayer was heard several times
a day. Their form varied according to their purpose. Height was important for example, as was decoration.

They could also be useful in reinforcing tall ivans to prevent them from collapsing. Always, these minarets or
towers were beautifully decorated.

Architectural decoration has always been an important part of Iranian buildings. Iranian architects used stucco.
brickwork, tiles, stone, and mirror mosaics for this purpose, which cantributed not only o the beauty, but also to
the support, of the buildings concerned.

Iranian architecture thus consisted of a lot of elements, several of them unique to Iran, and afl of these
elements were incorporated into Iranian buildings during the Islamic period. Some features, such as the ivan, were
developed in pre-Islamic times, but reached their apogee in the Islamic period. While the architect was, of course,
the guiding spirit behind the construction of every building, a lot of other types of crafismen were involved in its
actual construction, and each contributed to its final form the brickworker, tileworker, stucco worker, painter,
carpenter, mirror worker and many, many others. These workers, inspired by their religion and their believes in
God, constructed masterpieces of architecture all over Iran.

M.Y Kiani
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mostly simple, but important in that they reflect more popular religious styles. Takiehs in Yazd, Mussalah in
Khorassan and Husseiniehs in Kashan, ciearly illustrate the religious use of space during these special days of the
Moslem year.

One of the consistent porposes of architecture was to design different types of defence against an enemy
attack. Fortresses have a long architectural history in Iran, as a result of wars and tribal invasions, and were built on
mountains and plains all over the country. The art of fortress construction reached a high level of magnificence.
Ismaili forts in the Elborz, such as Alamut, Lamassar and Gerd Kuh, and those on the plains such as Aradan and
Khorramabad display the high quality of this type of architecture during the Islamic Period,

From ancient times, the construction of bridges and dams was one of the important branches of architecture,
and Iranian architects played a major role in their development, especially during the Sasanian and Safavid periods.
Dams and bridges such as Qaflankuh, Shahrestan, Saveh, Khaju, Zanjan and Esfahan illustrate this development,

and no-one can pass them by, without admiring their architecture.

Geographical and climatic considerations in Iran resulied in the construction of various types of indigenous
buildings. One of these is the "Ab anbar’ (water cistern). These cisterns were vital (o the daily life of the people,
especially those who lived along caravan road, in the southern parts of the country, and in desert areas. Cisterns
can be seen in Yazd, Kashan, and along the Sitk Road to Khorasan.

Cleanliness of body and soul in Iran were important from ancient times, and th history of purification and
washing goes back to Pre-Islamic times. In Islam, cleanliness, daily washing, and ablutions - besides their religious
importance - were also considered important for purposes of hygiene. Thus, from the beginning, the bathhouse
became very important in Islamic town planning, after the mosque and the madrasseh. Iranian builders used
various plans, and decorated both their exterior and interior with stucco, tile work, and lime work. Bath houses
such as those of Kurdasht in Azarbaijan, Khosrow-Aqa in Isfahan, and Ganj Ali Khan in Kerman, are good
examples of this type of Iranian architecture.

The history of trade and travel in Tran goes back to remote antiquity, and the camel caravan - a part of the
world’s folkiore - served for centuries as the main method of transport, Iran, because of her geographical location
between East and West from, long ago recognized the importance of road construction, and gradualty better
communications developed, and a network of roads spread across the land. This growth went largely hand-in-hand
with the growth of a strong central government, and the Iranian system of communications and post stations
became justly famous and secure. Along these roads, which were essential elements in the prosperity of the country
are lbcated many historical monuments. among them a great number of "Robat", or caravanserais. The
construction of caravanserais has played important role in Iranian architecture, especially during the Safavid
period. During this period, a great number of caravanserais were erected in cities, along the roads, in desert areas,
and even in monuntain passes. Their plans and features varied according to their geographical, economic, military,
or religious aspects. Although these caravanserais are now being largely neglected and forgotten, in past times they
were havens of peace, comfort and security, isolated and often splendid buildings in whose welcome coolness, the




city was a place of military power and an official centre. Bach period has its distinctive features, but the early and
middle periods in particular still await the systematic study of the archaeologist and architect. Nevertheless, the
organization and complexity of the Isiamic city can be derived from various sources; for instance, its division into
sections, including an administrative/government section, and an industrial section; the complicated system of
water supply; residential and industrial architecture, with their insights into social stratification.

Even s0, a considerable amount of work remains to be done to survey and excavate cities of these early and middle

periods.

Iranian architecture, according 1o certain scholars, was based on folkloric or popular principles, self-sufficiency,
standard measurements and modules, and internal orientation.
In comparison with the architecture of other Islamic countries, Iranian architecture displays special features, such
as proportional design and measurements, proper use of domes, the ivan, tall colums, and use of decoration.
Whether the building be an abandoned caravanseral in the desert, a tower or minaret in a village or mosgue in

the main square of a major town, some or all of the above-mentioned features can be found.

In constructing the most important building of the periad - the mosque - the architect used different plans and
styles, together with fine decoration, taking into consideration geographic and climatic problems, so providing
both glory and greatness to the house of Allah. Important buildings such as the Tari Khaneh in Damghan, the
Blue Mosque in Tabriz, the Gowhar-Shad Mosque in Mashhad, and the Masjed-i Sheikh Lotfollah and Masjed-i

Shah (Imam) in Lsfahan, are examples of how the architect mixed art with religious intent.

In constructing tomb towers and mausoleums for their religious and political leaders, the Iranian architect
likewise used severat plans and styles, including different types of dome, and all kinds of decoration utilising brick,
stucco, tile, mirror, wood, and paint, Mausoleums such as the Gonbad-i Qabus in the Gurgan Plain, that of Oljeitu
in Sultanieh, and the beautiful complex buildings of Natanz, Bastam, and the examples of Iranian architecture
during the Islamic Period. In ali of Islam there is no tradition of funerary monuments which can boast the same
longevity, the same deep-rooted popularity, and - in the medieval pericd - the same consistently high level of
architectural excellence.

From the early Islamic Period down o the present time, tomb towers and mauscleums continued to be built

without interruption across the land of Ifan.

In the construction of *he madrasseh, its main feature tended more or less to follow those used in the
construction of the mosque, with which it was ciosely associated. From the 10th century A, the four ivan plan
was particularly favoured. Excellent examples of such madrassehs over the centuries include that of Kharjird in
Khorassan, the Chahar Bagh in Isfahan, the Aqa in Kashan, and the Sepahsalar (Shahid Motahari) in Tehran.

In Islamic cities, the public buildings were usually located in the main part of the town. The Takieh and
Hosseinieh were built in most Iranian cities in the Islamic period, for being used by Shi'a Moslems during
Muharram, on the anniversary of the martyrdom of Imam Hossein (A.S.). Mussalahs were built of outside cities

for prayer ceremonies on feast days such as Eid Fetr and Eid Qurban. The architecture of this type of building is




Tappeh in Khuzestan. The growing social and economic developments also resulted in the construction of forts for
security and self-defence, and the strategic nature and complexities of this type of architecture are amply iliustrated
in the kingdom of Urartu in the 1st millennium B.C. In Khuzestan the Elamite period depicts a sustained period of
urbanization and urban development in one corner of Iran.

Several important architectural structures survive from the Achaemenid Period, but our knowledge of urban
planning in generat is very little since the surveys and excavations into this period have chiefly concentrated on
monuments such as Pasargadae, Persepolis and Susa, the political and palatial centres of the dynasty.

On the other hand, for the Parthian dynasty, our knowledge of urban planning is considerably greater.

The early cities in the Parthian homeland, such as Nisa, Merv and ASak, were built on a rather circular plan. At the
beginning of the Parthian period, military considerations were paramount because of the structure of the feudal,
fragmented, and often discordant nature of Parthian society. Parthian rulers constructed their forts and cities in
various shapes - square, rectangular, polygonal and circular - atways with a citadel in one corner or in the middle,
and with a double fortification wall enclosing a ditch. During the reigns ﬁf Mehrdad [ and II, urban planning
reached its peak. In general, howeve, such cities tended to be used by the rulers in different seasons, and several
cities had an autonomous nature.

Urban development of the Sasanian period differs from the Parthian in several ways. Autonomous cities

vanished, although the foundation and development of cities was highly favoured, especially by the early Sasanian
kings, Besides military purposes, the removal and resettling of local and foreign populations, such as prisoners of
war and deportees, were major political and economic factor in such foundations, intended to assure political
stability and economic factors in such foundations, intended to assure political stability and to boost the
developmet of industries and agriculture. The standard layout of a newly-founded Sasanian city had a rectangular
grid of streets, and orthogonal cross of the main axes, and a more-or-less rectangular outline. It was always fortified
with ditch, walls, and generally rounded bastions.
Circular and concentric layouts seem to have been the exception. The city was generally divided into two or three
different zones, probably according to differences of function or social rank. This can be surmised from the
differences in the quality of construction, as well as from later medieval descriptions. Aithough there is only scanty
archaeological evidence.from excavations, we may assume that living and working areas were strictly divided from
official areas, the latter comprising religous, administrative and representavie buildings.

It was apparently not always obligatory for the royal residences, nor for the major religious centres, to be

connected with the city. The palaces of Ardeshir I lay apart from this newly-built town, although this did contain an
official area as well. Ta the cities of Shapur [ and II, royal palaces seem to have been directly added.
Towards the end of the Sasanian period, we find the great palaces again outside or even far away from cities, partly
in association with great fire-sanctuaries, but also forming palace-areas of their cwn. Unde Khosrow I, the practice
of founding cities for dislocated populations was revived, but Khosrow I seems to have founded his residential city
of Dastgerd-i Khasrow for official and palatial purposes only, without providing facilities for a civilian population.

The emergence of Islam was a momentous development which completely changed the destiny of Iran. In
urban planning, the traditions of the Sasanian period continued into the Islamic pericd, but were adapted to cater
for the appearance of several new iype of buildings and their needs, such as the mosque, madrasseh, Hosseinieh,
Taki’eh, mussallah and mausollah and mausoleum, and the bazaar. In general, urban planning in the Islamic

period can be divided into early, middle and late periods, but in all periods one consideration was common; that the
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The prehistoric remains found either by surface collections or in stratfified excavations in Iran suggest that man

existed in this region as early as the Paleolithic period. Strong typological suggestions from the early stage down to
the first traces of settled village farming communities have been gathered from various parts of Iran. The material
collected from this time-range represents the Stone Age industries from nearly 100,000 to 12,000 years ago. Next
comes the transitional period between the food-gathering and food-producing ways of life, a period generally
agreed to have lasted for some thousands of years. Following this transitional period, village-farming communities
has appeared ail over Iran, with the remains of rather developed settlements appearing about 8000 to 7000 years
ago. The excavations at Gani Darreh Tappeh in western Iran have provided some information and evidence for
this period.

Extensive settlements displaying urban planning soon appeared on the Iranian Plateau and on the
southwestern and southeastern alluvial plains. It secems that progressive development in the field of agricultural
technologies and better harvests eventually caused surplus production. The latter in turn has a direct effect on the
growth of the settlements and on the general planning of the domestic architecture within the early villages. The
economic interractions between these types of early village with surplus agricultural goods played a very important
role in the development of other technologies in ancient times. As a result of the physical growth of the settlements,
various socially organisted institutions of religious, economic or political nature appeared, accompanicd by
institutional "centres’ in the form of some sort of public structures, of which the "Painted Building” unearthed at
Zagheh may be considered as one of such éa'rly type of monumental architectures, in addition to technological
innovations and development, the appearanoé of such monumental public buildings changed the general planning
of the early villages completely. The con.struction of enclosure walls for defence purposes, the erection of
monumentally structures shrines and temples, and also the appearence of early types of industrial quarters,
especially pottery workshops, are some of the developments to be noticed in the course of the physical,
technologicat and social growth of early villages.

These changes, which took place between the 6th and 1st millennia B.C., can be observed at various sites in

Iran, such as Tepe Sialk in Kashan, Tepe Hissar in Damghan, Tal-i Ibiis in Kerman, and Chogha Zanbil and Haft
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