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al Mesri and Ostad Abu Nasr Mohammad ibn Ahmad Banna Tirmazi
were born in Iran at that time. Although these areas are out side present
borders of Iran and their names are omitted from the list, the place of their
education, activity and the development of their genius is this country.

In the appendix, 46 Kurdish Memars introduced by Hossan Karimiyan
in Asar periodical publishing, No 28 and another 29 Memars who have
been gradually recognized are introduced by their names and their works
which could be made in to and used as index cards for the continuation of
this investigation (from Pahlavi oeriod until today - the contemporary
Memars).

The contemporaty Memars'dre in three groups: The first group includes
graduates of faculties ofitniversities, the first of whom was Mirza Mehdi
Khanshaghaghi wheshad been sent to Europe in Qajars period for education.
The next generation consists of Foroughi, Sayhun, Shari’atzade. The second
group includes traditional Memars such as Ostad Lorzade, Esmail Zohreh
and famous Memars who are commonly associated with Cultural Heritage
Organization and repair the historical buildings. The third group includes
traditional Memars who live all over the country and are the last surviving
of the old Memars, i.e.: Haj Hossein Mahbubi, the Shushtari architect who
died in 1995 and Haj Abulghasem Mohandesi, the Shirazi architect who
died on 11 November 1973, Memar Farrokhniya, the Birjandi Memar,
Molla Ahmad and Ali Molla Ahmad, the architects from Bandare kong,
Ostad Mirza agha and Ostad Mohammad Memar Khansari. It seems that
studying their works and lives could lead us to the answers of the questions
about today's identity of our architecture 2.

Many books have been published recently in which some buildings are
introduced with the name of their architects. The Encyclopaedia of Historical
Buildings of Iran in Islamic period, Resting-places, Mosques and Buldings
of Public Utility and The Architecture in Islamic World; the History and
it's Social Concept are among them.

2 In some cases in which the buildings have been made in different periods, the architects who
have warked on a buildine belong to different periods and the chronological manner is deranced.
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Iranian buildings constructed by Iranian Memars.

Some others have been built by Memars who have been forced to migrate
to neighboring countries together with artists, philosophers and professors
during Mongol attack, an example of which is Badreddin Tabrizi who has
built the resting- place of Mevlana Jalaluddin Balkhi in Quniye in 1274 or
Asir Ali or Ajam Ali Tabrizi who was taken captive in Battle of Chaldiran
by Ottomans and showed his abilities durfng the period of his captivity and
became the Memar of the kings court and it is said that the most famous
Ottaman architect, Sinan had been his student. There are cases that the kings
of the Safavid and and Qajar dynasties, considering the religious belief of
Shi'ah Islam, sent their famous Memars to build or repair shrines of Baghdad,
Kazimayn, Najaf, Karbdla and so®on. Among them, we can mention
Abdolhassan Memar Kashani@nd Ostad Rostam Memar Borujerdi whose
work are in the shrin of\Hazrat Abolfazl in Iraq and also Ostad Memar
Sadeghi, the shirazi.architect who was sent to Karbala during Qajars period
and Ostad Sultan Hossein Ghomi who is the architect of the Shrine of Imam
Musa Kazim and Imam Mohammad Javad in Iraq commanded by Safavid
kings.

There was a case of an Iranian Memar who was invited by the ruler of
another country to build a unique building. The building is Taj Mahal and
the Gurkanid king of India, Shah Jahan, was the one who invited Isa Shirazi,
requested by his wife, to build her tomb.

Shah Jahan chose Isa Shirazi as the Memar and designer. He employed
a calligrapher from Baghdad, an embosser from Bokhara, an Memar from
Ghandhara and 20000 workers who worked under his supervision, resulting
one of the most, famous buildings in the world, Taj Mahal, in the middle
of a beautiful garden designed in Iranian style (Charbagh: four gardens)
and Khayyam's poems are used as its inner ornament.

Among other important buildings constructed by Iranian Memars out of
Iran, Shirin Bika (Amir Taymurs sister) burial vault-mausoleums, in the
cross road of Shahi zinda and Samarqand, Shirdar Madrassa in Samarghand,
the mosque of Khajeh Ahmad Yasavi in Turkestan, Mausoleum of Sultan
Sanjar in marv, Syrcaly Madrassa in Quniya, the mosque of Divrigi Castle
in the east of Sivas, Minaret of Dawlatabad in Balkh could be mentioned.

In this book only one Memar from pre-Islamic period is introduced who
is Opsa Dabir, the Memar of the monument building of the holly shrine in
Bishapur and three are legendary Memars: Sanmar, Sheyda and the Roman
Memar of Taghe Kasra. The others are Islamic till the end of Qajars period.

As described in the Preface, two articles from Zoka fInd Wilber have
guided this research greatly. In them, most of the names are common and
some belong to the other master-workmen such as tilers, stone cutters,
carpenters and so on.

Some of them such as Ostad Mostafa Baghdadi, Ostad Obeyd ibn Samsam
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their country, 'Iran'.

On the inscription on which a name is carved, the words "builder",
"mason" , "Memar", "engineer", "master-workman" or "work of ..." are
used and it is not ¢ lear if Memar, builder and enginear had different
meanings as today or there were various words for the architects in different
periods and different parts of the country. The word "builder" has defined
in Dr. Mohammad Moin's Persian Dictionary as the one who builds, whose
job is building houses and buildings, the builder of buildings. An architect
can be described in the exact same words. The word "Memar" is explained
in the same book as:

1. The one who plots buildingand supervises the building. "The ingenious

engineers and skillful Memars draw the map of a city" (Zafarnama-ye
Yazdi, pub. Amirkabir:385)

2. bricklayer

3. builder,#€pairman, developer.

Therefore it is seen that in Dr. Mohammad Moin's point of view, whether
a builder or an Memar are the same, splitting their duties is not easy.

Using the phrase "work of..." (in: "the work of the poor humble ...")
enlarges the problem of knowing whether the name of the tiler, plaster-
moulder or carpenter was intended or its Memar. Many of the Memars such
as Abdul Momen ibn Sharaf Shah, the painter from Tabriz, who is the
architect and stucco-maker of the Jame Mosque of Orumiye, were skillful
in delicate art work. Sometimes it is seen that the Memar had been skillful
and more famous in a field of delicacy of touch, but still did the architectural
work. In some cases, a Memar might have supervised the delicate art work
after the construction of the building. Today, the meaning of the word
"architect ", however, is much more different from its meaning and duties
in the past. Since our knowledge about these Memars is acquirel by the
buildings they have build, the basement stone and principal guide of this
research is the courty and the buildings remained from them.

The author came across the names of some buildings located outside
present Iran borders that have been made by Iranian Memars. Since Iran
border have changed during different historical periods, some buildings
such as buildings in Samarqand and Bokhara are added to the list.

Among dynasties which ruled Iran, the capital of Saffarid was in Zarang,
of Samanid in Bokhara, in some period of Buyid in Baghdad, of Ghaznzvid
in Ghazna, of Khwarezm-Shah in Khwarezm, of Timurid in Samarqand
and Harat. Those cities are all outside present border. A considerable part
of Azarbayjan and Armenia, ie.: Yerevan, Nakhichevan, Ordubad, Georgia,
Baku, Darband, Shirvan and the country Afghanistan were parts of Iran
before treaties of Golestan and Turkmanchay (1813- 1857).

Therefore the buildings located there, such as the resting-place of Amir
Taymur in Samarqand built by Mohammad ibn Mahmud-e Isfahani, are



Introduction:

In the summer of1993 UNESCO's Assistant Director-General for Culture,
Dr. Mounir Bouchenaki after visiting Iran said:

"Kashan's Memars are the greatest alchemists in the history, since they
have made gold from soil. "!

This sentence is also true about other Iranian Memars.

Unfortunately, Memars have been disregarded more than any other group
among Iranian artists. Every Iranian with brief knowledge knows the name
of some poets, writers, philosophers, mathematicians, and even some
calligraphers and painters, but many of the intellectuals and even Iranian
architects do not know any ancient Iranian Memar. Historical and architectural
buildings of our country are known by the name of the ruler, prince, minister
or the one who ordered it. Manuscripts, itineraries and ancient work rarely
mention any Memar and no evidence of their lives, beliefs, works and styles
and no manuscript or plot is left after their death.

Western Iranologists, such as Pope, Godard; Wilber, Siroux, Kuhnel, ...
by whom Introduction of Iranian architecture has been started; have only
acquired the names of Memars and the dates of the buildings through
searching in plaster mouldings, stuccos, designs of tiles, inscriptions and
wooden ormaments which is written on them: "The work of the poor
humble...".

Iranian archaeologists and researchers such as Yahya Zoka, Nosrattollah
Meshkati, Mohammad Ali Mokhlesi, Iraj Afshar, ... have completed those
researches, but the Memars of the buildings such as Alighapoo Palace,
Vakil Mosque, Gunbad-e-Kavous, the mausoleum of Sheykh Zahed, Khajoo
Bridge, ... are still unknown to everyone. The place of the architecture in
the culture, specially the place of Iranian architecture in Iraninan culture
was the motive of investigations for finding the names and works of the
people who lived in this country with no pretension and struggled to build

1. Asar periodical publication. No28, Ostad Ali Maryam Kashani (Seyfollah Aminian).
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