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Marlik, Gilan

11"-10" centuries BC
H.19.5cm / Dia.Rim: 8 cm
Inv. No.: 7699

42

Gold bowl with representation of eagle and ram
Marlik, Gilan

13t%-12% centuries BC

H.9cm / Dia.Rim:9 cm

Inv. No.: 7701

43

Gold beaker with representation of graceful hors-
es or stylized bulls

Marlik, Gilan

11t%-10% centuries BC

H.17.5cm / Dia.Rim: 13 cm

Inv. No.: 7698

44

Gypsum cylinder seal
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2™ Mill. BC
Dimensions: 0.8x2.6 cm
Inv. No.: 2389

45

Cylinder seal of greenish stone
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2™ Mill. BC

Dimensions: 1.2x3.7 cm

Inv. No.: 2383

46

Gypsum cylinder seal
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2™ Mill. BC
Dimensions: 1x2.8 cm
Inv. No.: 2380

47

Cylinder seal of hematite with gold caps
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2" Mill. BC

Dimensions: 0.8x2.6 cm

Inv. No.: 2381

48

Cylinder seal of gold
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2™ Mill. BC
Dimensions: 0.7x0.5 cm
Inv. No.: 2377

49

spouted vase with burnished and polished surface
Marlik, Gilan

12%-11" centuries BC

H.25.5cm / Dia.Rim: 7.5 cm

Inv. No.: 8067

50

pottery jar with an upright handle and ovoid body
Marlik, Gilan

12%-11% centuries BC

H.22cm / Dia:5cm
Inv. No.: 8142

51

pottery jar with an upright handle and ovoid body
Marlik, Gilan

12%-11% centuries BC

Inv. No.: 7602

52

Pottery jar with an upright handle and globular
body

Marlik, Gilan

12%-11" centuries BC

H.16.5cm / Dia.Rim: 3.5 cm

Inv. No.: 8286

53

handled-pottery jar with impressed dotted line
decorations

Marlik, Gilan

12%-11% centuries BC

Inv. No.: 7601

54

hollow pottery bull with gold ear-rings
Marlik, Gilan

12%-11"% centuries BC

H.18.5cm

Inv. No.: 7669

55

Pottery bowl with vertical loop-handle at the low-
er body

Marlik, Gilan

11%-10% centuries BC

H.17 cm / Dia. Rim: 25 cm

Inv. No.: 8289

56

Pottery basin

Marlik, Gilan

11"-10" centuries BC
H.13cm / Dia.Rim: 42 cm
Inv. No.: 8193

57

Pottery basin

Marlik, Gilan

11%-10" centuries BC
H.13cm / Dia.Rim: 44 cm
Inv. No.: 8192

58

Pottery jar with cubic body
Marlik, Gilan

11"-10" centuries BC
H.12 cm

Inv. No.: 7580

59

Open-spouted pottery bowl
Marlik, Gilan

11%-10" centuries BC

H. 6.5 cm

Dia. Rim: 11.7 cm

Inv. No.: 8181

59
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1

Bronze mace-head with knobs
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2" Mill. BC

Inv. No.: 8119

2

Bronze mace-head with mountain-goat heads
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2 Mill. BC

L.17.5 cm

Inv. No.: 7649

3

Gold pendant with floral pattern
Marlik, Gilan

2 half of the 2" Mill. BC

Dia. 5.7 cm

Inv. No.: 7709

4
Gold button

Marlik, Gilan

2 half of the 2" Mill. BC
Dia. 7.5 cm

Inv. No.: 7794

5

Gold button

Deylaman, Gilan

2 half of the 2" Mill. BC
Dia. 3.4 cm

Inv. No.: 8713

6

Gold diadem

Marlik, Gilan

2 half of the 2" Mill. BC
Length: 53.5 cm

Inv. No.: 7859

7

Gold granulated disk pendant
Marlik, Gilan

2 half of the 2" Mill. BC

Inv. No.: 7718

8

Necklace of gold with rosette pendant
Marlik, Gilan

2" half of the 2™ Mill. BC

Inv. No.: 7822

9

Necklace of glass beads
Marlik, Gilan

2 half of the 2" Mill. BC

10

Tanged-bronze dagger
Marlik, Gilan

15%-13% centuries BC
Inv. No.: 57-2

Captions

11

Bronze dagger with flanged hilt
Marlik, Gilan

XVIID 161

13%-12% centuries BC

Inv. No.: 367-1

12

Bronze dagger
Marlik, Gilan
13"-12" centuries BC
Inv. No.: 367-2

13

Bronze dagger with crescent guards
NESFI-Z

11%-10% centuries BC

Inv. No.: 59-1

14

Bronze tanged-spearhead
NESFI-Z

11%-10" centuries BC

Inv. No.: 59-2

15

Bronze tanged-spearhead
11%-10% centuries BC

Inv. No.: 57-1

16

Bronze socketed spearhead
Gilan, I1ID

11%-10™ centuries BC

Inv. No.: 280

17

Bronze arrow-head
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2" Mill. BC
Inv. No.: 368

18

Bronze arrow-head
Marlik, Gilan, B, XVIII
Late 2" Mill. BC

Inv. No.: 69

19

Bronze ax-head with butt spikes
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2™ Mill. BC

Lengh: 35.2 cm

Inv. No.: 8268

20

Bronze mace-head with projecting human-heads
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2™ Mill. BC

L.7.5 cm

Inv. No.: 7650

21

Bronze mace-head with knobs
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2™ Mill. BC

Inv. No.: 8119

22

Bronze mace-head with mountain-goat heads
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2 Mill. BC

L. 17.5cm

Inv. No.: 7649

23

Bronze mace-head
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2™ Mill. BC
Inv. No.: 7662

24

hematite mace-head
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2™ Mill. BC

L. 6.3 cm

Inv. No.: 7654

25

Bronze model of oxen with youk and plow
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2" Mill. BC

Inv. No.: 8120

26

Bronze mountain goat figurine
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2" Mill. BC

L.3.8cm

Inv. No.: 8107

27

Bronze humped-bull figurine
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2™ Mill. BC

Inv. No.: 8103

28

Bronze humped-bull figurine mounted on wells
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2 Mill. BC

H.1lcm / L.11.5cm / W.6cm

Inv. No.: 7682

29

Bronze female figurine
Marlik, Gilan

Late 2" Mill. BC
H:21.8cm / W.8cm
Inv. No.: 8070

30

Bronze stamp seal
Marlik, Gilan
15"-13" centuries BC
Inv. No.: 7975

31
Bronze spatula

Marlik, Gilan
Late 2" Mill. BC
L:19.5 cm

Inv. No.: 7992

32

Bronze ingot
Marlik, Gilan
Late 2" Mill. BC
Inv. No.: 385

33

Bronze horse-bit
Marlik, Gilan
8th-7t centuries BC
Inv. No.: 349

34

Bronze bi-dent fork
Marlik, Gilan

8™-7t centuries BC
Inv. No.: 8381

35

Bronze tea-pot (type B)
Marlik, Gilan

Early 1st Mill. BC
H:13.5cm / Dia.:9cm
Inv. No.: 8421

36

Gold beaker produced in “Marlik local style”
Marlik, Gilan

13%-12% centuries BC

H:13.5 cm

Inv. No.: 7813

37

Gold tiger-finial
Marlik, Gilan
13"-12" centuries BC
Inv. No.: 7694

38

Gold human-bust
Marlik, Gilan
13"-12" centuries BC
L:11.7 cm

Inv. No.: 7692

39

Silver pot with gold spout and inlays
Marlik, Gilan

12%-11% centuries BC

H.18 cm / Dia.Rim: 5.6 cm

Inv. No.: 7703

40

Gold beaker with winged bull
Marlik, Gilan

13™-12" centuries BC

H.18 cm

Inv. No.: 7708

41
Gold beaker with representation of “life of a goat”
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BC

Stage |
15th—13th cent.

L T R e A

12th cent. BC

BC

11th cent.

Stage 111
¢. 1000 BC

Figure 4: Tepe Marlik. Chronological sequence of spearhead types. After Piller in press,
figure 6
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Figure 5: Tepe Marlik. Selected diagnostic pottery shapes from Stages I, Ila, IIb and III.
After Piller in press, figure 7.

Chronological Stages | Designation Archaeological Period | Absolute Dates

Stage | ' Early Marlik Culture  © Late Bronze Age ' 15th-13th cent. BC
Stage lla i | 12th cent. BG
--------------------------------- i Classical Marlik Culture |
Stage llb : ¢ Iron Age | : 11th cent. BC

Stage Il | Late Marlik Culture | ' ¢. 1000 BC

Table 1: Chronological sequence of the Marlik stages, designation within the Late Bronze
and Early Iron Ages in Gilan and proposals for absolute dating. Conception by C. Piller.
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“Negahi digar be naghshmayeha-ye “jame afsane-ye zendehi” dar Mar-
lik”, Majale Bastan shenasi 1/1: 31-51.

“arzyabi-ye tarikh-haye pishnehad shode baraye gurestan-e Marlik”,
Majale Bastan shendsi 1/2: 55-65.

pazhuheshi dar jelvehd-ye dayini-ye tasvir-hd, tarh-hd, naghsh-hda va
paykarak-hdye Marlik, unpublished MA thesis, department of archaeol-
ogy of Tehran University.
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external influences that would postdate the 11" century B.C.

Given recently published evidence and the results of new fieldwork in
Northern Iran, we are now able to outline the main features of the Late Bronze
and Early Iron Ages in this region. The Early Marlik Culture of Stage [ shares nu-
merous common aspects with sites in Gilan and Mazandaran such as Ghalekuti,
Ghiasabad, Djamshidabad, Tul-e Talesh, and Gohar Tepe. Marlik Stage [ was part
of a comprehensive cultural complex that covered the entire southern Caspian
region. In addition, solid parallels can be found in the Sumbar Valley in south-
western Turkmenistan, in the surroundings of Lake Urumiyeh in northwestern
Iran and even in the Levant. These comparanda were independently dated be-
tween the 17th/16%"and the 14" /13" centuries B.C. If the above mentioned 14C
date comes from Tomb 23, it would fit very well into this time frame. However,
we can assume that the few tombs at Marlik that can be assigned to this phase
do not cover the whole period. Thus, a date between the 15" and 13" centuries
should be reasonable for Marlik Stage I. As mentioned above, it would be appro-
priate to designate this phase as Early Marlik Culture (Table 1).

Marlik Stage Il marks the beginning of a new era. Most of the objects that are
usually considered as being typical for Marlik belong to this period. This includes
metal vessels with figural decoration, heavy daggers with solid-cast hilts, bronze
mace heads and belts, as well as gold pins with animal heads. Anthropomor-
phic and zoomorphic figurines and pottery jars with impressed and/or pricked
bands are also regularly found in this stage. Garments with numerous sewn-on
buttons are restricted to this period only. The development of decorated metal
vessels with strong Mesopotamian influences begins now. It seems that Marlik
Stage Il was integrated in a far-reaching cultural and economic network. There-
fore, it makes sense to call this stage Classic Marlik Culture (Table 1).

For calendar dating of this period, the best focal point is a group of deco-
rated metal vessels that shows strong Babylonian and Assyrian influences. The
most prominent vessels of this group is the famous beaker with winged bulls
standing at a tree of life. These vessels were obviously manufactured within a
considerably short period of time, maybe even in the same workshop. All tombs
containing vessels of this group can be assigned to Stage Ila. Due to the remark-
able parallels with the glyptic of the second dynasty of Isin, it is highly probable
that this group of metal vessels should be dated roughly to the later 13" or the
12% century B.C. Some presumably early tombs of Stage Ila show good connec-
tions to Stage I. Therefore, we can assume that the transition between Stages |

and Ila took place during the 13" century B.C.®

Stage Ilb closely follows Stage Ila. Some tombs can be regarded as tran-
sitional contexts between these two phases. Therefore, based on the results
presented above, Stage IIb may be dated approximately to the 11* century B.C.
During this period, iron comes into use for the production of dagger blades and
spearheads, but bronze weapons are still predominant.

In some respects, Marlik Stage 11l stands clearly in the tradition of the pre-
ceding phase in terms of the pottery, some of the weapons, and the stylistic
groups of the decorated metal vessels. There are, of course, changes in the ma-
terial culture, but a break in the local sequence cannot be demonstrated. How-
ever, many objects that are typical for the Classic Marlik Culture of Stage II are
no longer present. On the other hand, there are good typological connections to
the weapons and metal vessels from Kaluraz Tepe, a site that is usually regarded
as belonging to the early 15 millennium B.C.%

It should be emphasized that diagnostic Iron Age I material is dominant at
Marlik and there are only a few tombs in the cemetery which could perhaps be
attributed to Iron II/IIl. Therefore, we may assume that the cemetery was par-
tially abandoned at the end of Iron Age I around 1000 B.C. (Table 1). Apparently,
some of the stone-built tombs that were originally erected during the existence
of the Marlik Culture were later re-used during the Iron Age II/IIl. Taking it
all together, Stage IlI is best characterized as a transitional phase between the
Classic Marlik Culture (12%/11% centuries B.C.) and the Iron Age I (10*"-9% cen-
turies B.C.) and should therefore be designated as Late Marlik Culture. A dating
around 1000 B.C. therefore seems reasonable. With this phase, the prosperous
period of the use of Tepe Marlik as an extraordinary burial place for the local
elite comes to an end and thereafter the cemetery was only occasionally used
for secondary inhumations during Iron Age II and III.

68. Piller 2008: 237-239.
69. Low 1998: 77-78.
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well equipped with an abundance of precious funerary goods, but at a closer
look, it seems that the wealth and richness of Stage Ila is not present to its full
extent any more.

STAGE III - THE LATE MARLIK CULTURE

The tombs that are attributed to this stage (Tombs 1, 2, 3, and 5) are concen-
trated near the north-western periphery of the hill (Fig. 2). Tombs 6 and 7 may
also belong to this phase, but they had been plundered before the excavation
and contained only a few finds. All these structures are more or less similar in
size and often poorly constructed.

Hollow zoomorphic figurines are still produced, but only in limited num-
bers. Unfortunately, most of the pottery from this phase remains more or less
unknown. Only a few vessels were published in Negahban’s Complete Excava-
tion Report. However, it seems that most of the pottery shapes of the Classic
Marlik Culture such as jars with vertical handles no longer exist.

Daggers and spearheads are mostly variants of types that were already in
use during Stage IIb (Fig. 3). Now, daggers with narrow triangular blades, sharp
midribs and crescent guards are predominant. Bronze is still used for most of
the weapons, but sporadic iron or bimetallic weapons do occur in the burial in-
ventories. The spearheads also often show a triangular blade with a sharp point
and angular shoulders. For the first time, socketed spearheads appear as types
with many specimens (Fig. 4). These are only two examples of the ongoing tech-
nological progress of metalworking at Marlik. Good comparisons to some of the
daggers and spears have been excavated at Kaluraz and at Shahryeri.®®* A num-
ber of object groups from the previous period, such as mace heads or garment
pins, are no longer present.

Some of the finds form Stage III are still comparatively impressive, such as
a gold belt buckle with inlays of lapis lazuli and a golden beaker with represen-
tations from the “life of a goat” that were found in Tomb 2.%* Stylistically, there
are close connections to the preceding Stage Ilb, but also to some metal vessels
from Kaluraz.

Although there are still some objects of high value and excellent workman-
ship, it has to be stated that the burials of Stage III are less well equipped than
those of the preceding Classic Marlik Culture. What fits in with this picture is
the fact that decorated metal vessels are now mostly made of bronze instead of
gold. In other words, the gradual decline in wealth that was already visible dur-

63. Hakemi 1972: 6.

115 g4, vahdati 1384a/2005a.

ing the course of Stage IIb continues. At the end of Stage IlI, the necropolis of
Tepe Marlik partially comes to an end (Fig. 1), being only occasionally used for
secondary inhumations during subsequent centuries. The reasons are not clear,
but it seems that the Late Marlik Culture heavily influenced the material culture
of the following Iron Age II. The importance of Tepe Marlik as burial place for
the local elite seems to be transferred to Kaluraz Tepe, in a distance of only a few
kilometres west of the Sefid Rud.

ABSOLUTE DATING

For several reasons, the calendar dating of the chronological stages of the ne-
cropolis of Tepe Marlik remains difficult. There is only one 14C date of 1457+ 55
B.C that was taken during the course of the excavations.®® Besides the fact that
a single and isolated sample has a very limited significance for scientific dating,
its provenance is also obscure. According to the excavator, the date was taken
from remains that come from grid square XV D. Unfortunately, grid square XV D
contained parts of three different tomb structures (Tombs 18, 23 and 24), and
we do not know from which of these tombs the date was taken.

Moreover, there are no written sources that can help us to reconstruct the
background of the Bronze and Iron Age cultures of northern Iran. The only in-
scribed objects from Marlik are two heavily fragmented cylinder seals from
Tomb 8. According to the style of their Middle-Assyrian cuneiform inscription,
these seals were manufactured around the 13" or 12% centuries B.C.% It is, how-
ever, clear, that there must be a considerable but unknown interval between the
manufacture of the seals in Assyria and their use as a burial gift in Marlik. The
same is true for all of the imported seals that were found in Marlik

Another reason for the difficulties in determining a calendar date is that
the vast majority of the material culture of this region is highly localized and
shows only a few typological connections to other regions that can be securely
dated. Imports such as cylinder seals, mosaic glass vessels, or mace heads pro-
vide only vague indications for the absolute dates of the tombs. The same ap-
plies for the external influences that are identifiable on the decorated metal ves-
sels. However, most of the external comparisons are from the art of the Mittani,
Middle Assyrian, Middle Elamite, and Middle Babylonian empires, and should
therefore be assigned to the second half of the 2™ millennium B.C. Most of these
comparanda date between the 14" and 12% centuries B.C.®” There are very few

65. Negahban 1983: 95.
66. Negahban 1996: 211-212.
67. Piller 2008: 237-239.
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most important phase during the existence of the necropolis of Marlik. Weapon
technology, gold metal working and other crafts are reaching an absolute cli-
max. The following Stage IIb is also still very rich in funerary objects of excel-
lent workmanship, but a slight decline is already visible. Stage 1la was without a
doubt the peak of the Marlik Culture.

STAGE IIB

According to the number of tombs and the area it covers, Stage IIb represents
the most spatially extensive phase of the necropolis of Marlik (Fig. 2). Stage
IIb comprises Tombs 13, 16, 18, 19, 29, 30, 40, 41, 42, 44, 45, and parts of the
inventory of Tomb 50. The exact chronological position of Tombs 25, 30, 39, 40,
41,42, 49, and 51 is not entirely clear and there are some indications that these
contexts should also be attributed to Stage I1b; even if some of these graves have
first millennium objects probably indicating secondary burials (e.g. bimetallic
sword and bronze belt in Tomb 25, bronze pomegranate rattle bell in Tomb 30
and bronze cymbal or iron spearheads in Tomb 41). The same is true for Tomb
50, which likely represents a secondary burial. A typological analysis of the fu-
nerary goods of Tomb 50 shows that most of the jewellery and the personal or-
naments are comparable to those of Stage I, while the weapons and the decorat-
ed metal vessels find close parallels in Stage IIb and later periods. Thus, it might
be possible that this rectangular, well-built tomb with its southwest-northeast
orientation might have been constructed during the course of the Early Marlik
Culture, but re-used during the second phase of Stage Il and possibly in later pe-
riods. Stage IIb covers a large area in the central and mostly in the south-eastern
parts of the hill. It directly adjoins the grave group of the preceding Stage Ila to
the south.

As already mentioned above, Stage IIb can be considered as the later part
of the Classic Marlik Culture. There are many correspondences with Stage Ila.
Again, there is a mixture of smaller (Tombs 13, 16, 18, 19) and larger irregular
tombs, the latter sometimes containing a large number of weapons and other
equipment. These tombs were possibly also warrior graves (Tombs 44, 45 and
50). No skeletal remains were found in the tombs attributed to Stage IIb. There-
fore, it is impossible to make any conclusions about the positioning of the de-
ceased and other funerary customs.

Zoomorphic figurines made of pottery or bronze and most of the diagnostic
pottery vessel shapes that appeared during Stage Ila are still in use, while the
production of hollow anthropomorphic figurines comes to an end. New pottery
shapes include cubic jars, flat plates and a new variant of basins. For the first time,

imported cylinder seals from Mesopotamia are found in some tombs. Still, there
are many different weapons in the graves, but most of the types have changed
since the preceding period. For the first time, iron is used for the production of
dagger blades and spearheads, but only in a very limited number. The fact that
iron finds are very rare and do not form a specific types demonstrates clearly
that the use of iron was not common during Marlik Stage IIb. However, there is no
doubt that Stage IIb represents the beginning of iron metallurgy at Marlik.

The heavy daggers with solid bronze hilt that were typical for Stage Ila
completely disappear in Stage IIb (Fig. 3). Broad daggers with flanged hilts do
exist in some tombs but are replaced by an elegant and slender version during
the course of Stage IIb. Furthermore, flange-hilted daggers with cast-on cres-
cent guards appear in the weaponry of Tepe Marlik. Virtually identical daggers
have been found at the cemetery of Kaluraz, on the western banks of the Sefid
Rud river and at a couple of sites in the Talesh region.®? Worth mentioning is a
unique and outstanding dagger from Tomb 45. The blade with a complex relief
decoration was elaborately cast of bronze and attached to a polished marble
hilt that was partly decorated with gold foil bands an inlays of greenish stone.
Furthermore, parts of the blade carry inlays of lapis lazuli.

Most of the spearheads of Stage IIb are still simple forms with tangs or
tangs and ridge-stop, but now, for the first time at Marlik, a few spearheads
with sockets are produced (Fig. 4). All of the socketed spearheads are singular
pieces. While all of the tanged spearheads from Tombs 13, 16, 25 and 27 are
made of bronze, one spearhead of this type from Tomb 18 is manufactured of
iron. Probably, this iron spearhead along with a number of other first millen-
nium objects such as bronze pomegranate rattle bells in Tomb 18 is deposited
during a secondary inhumation.

Decorated metal vessels have been found in many tombs of Stage IIb. The
stylistic features have changed significantly in comparison to the preceding
Stage Ila. Some of theses metal vessels represent masterpieces of workmanship
and metal working. Most notably is a golden beaker from Tomb 45 with rows
of extremely graceful horses or stylized bulls walking around the vessel and
depicted in a magnificent relief technique. While there are visible influences of
Middle-Assyrian Art, this beaker was certainly manufactured locally and dem-
onstrates that the jewellers of Marlik still worked on a very high level. On the
other hand, it should be noted that decorated metals vessels are now mostly
produced in silver or copper and not only in gold.

In summary, it can be said that some of the tombs of Stage IIb are still very

62. Hakemi 1972: 6.
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dagger sheaths.

There are also some representational depictions of these daggers. In Tombs
36 and 52, pottery figurines were found. Some of the male figurines wear a broad
belt with the dagger placed in a diagonal position in front of it. The shape of the
blade and the hilt are completely corresponding to the above mentioned heavy
daggers with solid hilt. The daggers are worn in a sheath. Both the sheath and
the belt are sometimes decorated with incised circles, indicating an engraved or
embossed decoration.

Spearheads clearly stand in the tradition of the Early Marlik Culture (Fig. 4).
They usually have a tang, rounded shoulders and mostly flat midribs. The large
warrior burials often contain elaborately crafted bronze mace heads.*® Some
of these mace heads can be compared with finds from the southern Caucasus,
while others are possibly imported from Luristan or Elam. Besides these few
contacts to areas outside the Alborz Mountains, most of the weapons of Marlik
Tepe are distinctly localized.

In many respects, the monochrome burnished pottery of Stage Il clearly
stands in the tradition of the preceding Late Bronze Age. However, a number of
new techniques and forms appear. The pottery is still monochrome burnished,
but pattern burnishing has completely disappeared. Impressed bands, plastic
ribs and rows of pricks can be found on a considerable number of vessels. The
most frequent shape is a jar with an upright handle with ovoid or globular body
(Fig. 5,e). Often, the shoulders and the necks of these jars are decorated with
small round ridges. Different types and variants were found in numerous tombs
of Stage II. Generally speaking, the pottery forms a more or less coherent corpus
throughout the entire duration of Stage II. Open bowls with an incised cross-
hatched band below the rim are limited to some tombs of Stage I1a only (Fig. 5,f).

Spouted vessels are still present, but the shape of the vessel body and the
spout has changed significantly. All of the spouted vessels have a flat bottom.
Stand rings, a common feature of spouted vessels in the Early Marlik Culture,
have disappeared. The vessel bodies are globular or elongated, and the spout is
now attached half-height in a longer distance from the rim onto the vessel body
(Fig. 5,d). Therefore, the spout has to be bent two times to create a vertical open
part for pouring liquids. The closed part of the spout is usually decorated with a
number of plastic ridges. This type of spouted vessel is very characteristic and
can be considered at diagnostic for the Classic Marlik Culture and changes only
slightly in Stage III.

A new feature of Stage Ila is the appearance of zoomorphic and anthropo-

119 56, Negahban 1995: 25-36.

morphic hollow figurines that were most probably used for pouring out liquids.
These figurines depict mostly bulls and deer, but, in limited number, other ani-
mals such as mules, bears or feline predators do also occur. Bronze figurines of
bulls and deer do also appear in larger numbers in burials of Stage II.

According to the current state of research, the production of decorated met-
al vessels starts at the very beginning of Stage I1a.>” There are, however some
metal vessel of the Early Marlik Culture from Ghalekuti (again in Tombs A-V and
E.6), but they are of simple material (copper and silver) and remain completely
undecorated. At Marlik, no decorated metal vessels have been recovered from
the tombs of Stage I.

The earliest of the decorated metal vessel from Marlik could be a specimen
from Tomb 24. Here, the decoration is applied in a comparatively simple tech-
nique using only low relief. Trees, birds and winged goats are decorated with
rows of small crescent-shaped indentations. These indentations have also been
used as a decorative element on other golden objects from Tomb 26 and 36. The
German archaeologist U. Low introduced the term “Marlik local style” for this
kind of decoration technique.”® This style is restricted only to burial gifts from
Stage I1a.>® One of the most prominent finds at Marlik, a hollow golden bust
which was called “the Prince of Marlik” by the excavator Ezatollah Negahban,
also belong to the Marlik local style.

The most famous golden vessel from Stage Ila is a beaker with depictions
of winged bulls standing on both sides of a stylized tree of life. The relief is very
high, the heads of the bulls are sculptured in the round. At the beginning, many
foreign scholars proposed that this beaker, together with some other metal ves-
sels of such an excellent workmanship from Marlik should be regarded as im-
ports from Mesopotamia.®® This was effectively and comprehensively rejected
by U. Low. She was able to demonstrate that all of the metal vessels were manu-
factured locally in Northern Iran.®* There are, however, strong influences from
the art of Mesopotamia, but the goldsmiths and jewellers from Marlik were able
to incorporate these influences into their own work and produced golden ob-
jects of a remarkably high quality. Granulation and other metalworking tech-
niques are also further developed.

To sum up, we can conclude that Stage Ila is the richest and probably the
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were designated as Stage Ila and Stage IIb respectively. These two phases are
also visible in the combination table (Fig. 1).

STAGE IIA
The first phase of Stage Il consists of Tombs 24, 26, 27, 32, 33, 36, 47 and 52,
all of them situated in the north-eastern part of the cemetery (Fig. 2). Tombs
37 and 53 probably also belong to Stage Ila, but they did not contain enough
evaluable material. There are two types of tombs. The first type is of moderate
size, more or less comparable to most of the tombs of Stage I, with an almost
rectangular (Tombs 24, 27, 32) or even nearly quadratic shape (Tombs 33, 36).
Besides, there is a number of very large tombs of irregular shape (Tombs 26,
47,52). Most of these tombs contain a large number of valuable objects such
as jewellery, personal ornaments and decorated metals vessels, often made
of gold. Especially the large tombs contain an abundance of weapons such as
daggers, swords, spearheads, axes, mace heads and arrow heads.*? Further-
more, some defensive weapons or parts of the armament such as bronze belts,
shields or even helmets were found in these large tombs. It is therefore con-
clusive to attribute these tombs to warriors who belonged to the upper class
of the Iron Age society at Tepe Marlik. some scholars®® believe that these war-
riors were most likely part of the élits of the Indo-Iranian aristocracy

It is, however, interesting to note that none of these tombs had covering
stones. This custom to close and protect a stone-built tomb is very well attested
at other sites in Gilan such as Ghalekuti (usually large stone slabs) or Bouyeh
(heaps of boulders),>* but it seems to be completely absent at Tepe Marlik. Ne-
gahban mentions that the tombs were mostly built of local and imported stones.
Interestingly, beside the local stones, every tomb contained at least one slab of
imported yellowish stone. This stone does not come from the immediate sur-
roundings of Tepe Marlik, but imported from a place called Soughestanak which
is situated close to the headwaters of the Gohar Rud, at a distance of almost
fifteen kilometers from the hill of Marlik.>> It seems that this place and the yel-
lowish stone that originates from there had a very special meaning for the peo-
ple who built the tombs at Marlik. In some cases, whole walls are built of this
imported stone. Tomb 36 represents a special case: here, all four walls of the
tomb are constructed of yellowish imported stone. It should be mentioned that,

despite the virtually complete lack of weapons, this is a burial which contained
52. Negahban 1983: 33, 48.

53. Kourchkin 1994, Francfort 2008, Vahdati 1387/2008.

54. Egami and Fukai 1964: 7-9; Jahani 2013: 91-92.
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some of the richest and most unusual funerary gifts of the necropolis.

Another feature at the bottom of some of the larger tombs at Marlik is the
existence of large stone slabs that are usually orientated parallel to one of the
tomb walls in a roughly northeast-southwest direction. It seems that these in-
stallations were made to place the deceased and a part of their funerary objects
upon it. This is clearly shown by the situation in Tombs 47 and 52.

Here, the deceased were placed in a flexed position on their left side, with
the skull in northeast direction. Due to their placing on the massive stone slaps,
the skeletons are comparatively well preserved. The dead were accompanied by
a large number of weapons and other burial goods, with the upper part of the
body covered with numerous buttons made of gold, bronze, shell or frit. Most
probably, these buttons were originally sewn onto the garment of the deceased.
This custom is attested for Tombs 47 and 52 and possibly also for Tomb 26. It
seems that this was only a short-lived fashion, because in Stage IIb, the number
of buttons that were possibly sewn onto a garment recedes clearly.

In these two tombs, the deceased were literally bedded on weapons. Under
the skeletons, two rows of bronze daggers were placed. One dagger was found
laying across the hip of the buried persons. Obviously, this was the personal
weapon of the warriors. These daggers are relatively short, with a broad blade
and a tang to fix the handle. There are some small parallel ridges on the blade.
This seems to be a tradition of the Early Marlik Culture where elaborately deco-
rated daggers were found lying in the same position. Examples of this custom
can be found in the rich tombs A-V and E.6 at Ghalekuti.

Generally speaking, there is a significant development in weapon technol-
ogy. Still, all the daggers, spearheads and arrowheads are made of bronze. There
is only one small iron tool from Tomb 52, but possibly this object along with a
number of other burial goods such as a bident skewer of Sialk B type, a cymbal,
a bronze quiver, and bronze belts with double-spiral terminals could be attrib-
uted to later, [ron Age Il secondary inhumations.. There is still a large variety of
tanged daggers, but the types are different than in the preceding Stage I. Now,
the blades are usually much broader, often with a triangular shape with promi-
nent angular shoulders and flat midribs (Fig. 3).

New in Stage Ila are daggers with a massive bronze hilt that was cast onto
the blade. The shape of the blade is also broad triangular. The hilts are deco-
rated with parallel ribs and small inlays of wood or other materials, the pom-
mel is very broad and crescent-shaped. Another type has also a cast-on hilt, but
here, the grip and the pommel have a flange that was filled with inlays of organic
material. In some tombs, bronze objects were found that can be interpreted as
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of the second half of the second millennium B.C. At Marlik, only a few jars with
an upright handle carry pattern burnishing around the vessels shoulder. Again,
similar objects have been excavated at Ghalekuti 1.

A typical pottery shape for many of the Bronze and Iron Age cultures in Iran
is a closed spouted vessel with along spout (Fig. 5,a). In Marlik Stage I, these ves-
sels have an ovoid body and a long, only slightly bent spout. The spout is usually
attached directly at or immediately below the rim of the vessel. Both stand rings
and flat bases occur. Once again, the hitherto known parallels have been excavat-
ed at Ghalekuti, Ghiasabad and Gohar Tepe. Spouted vessels do occur throughout
all of the chronological stages of Marlik, but in the later phases, the shape of the
vessel body and the positioning and shape of the spout are different.

In contrast to the wide distribution of spouted vessels in Iranian prehistory,
the so called basins are restricted to only a few sites in the south of Gilan. The
designated purpose of this unusual shape is not known. Basins can be subdivid-
ed into two variants - the older one occurs in Marlik Stage I, Ghalekuti and again
in Djamshidabad (Fig. 5,c). According to these numerous comparisons between
Marlik Stage I and Ghalekuti site I, we can propose that these two cemeteries
were more or less contemporary. The cemetery of Djamshidabad represents a
similar culture on the western banks of the Sefid Rud.

Another important group of diagnostic finds for Marlik Stage I consists of
personal ornaments and jewellery. First of all, different variants of earrings
should be mentioned. These earrings are made of plain or twisted, thick golden
wire and occur mainly or even exclusively during the initial phase of the Marlik
cemetery. Earrings of these types are sometimes decorated with incised lines or
applied small golden globules. Good comparisons have been found in Dolmen
1 al Toul-e Talesh in the northern part of Gilan, at Dinkha Tepe south of Lake
Urumiyeh and at a number of Bronze Age sites in the Levant.

Toggle garment pins with knobbed heads and decorated upper shanks can
also be found at Marlik, Tul-e Talesh, Dinkha Tepe and some Levantine sites.>
Together with such earrings and pins, disk pendants with incised and/or em-
bossed astral decoration are found. These items were typically manufactured
from gold

Interestingly enough, many of the jewellery finds from Marlik have long
distance comparisons to other sites in the Ancient Near East and represent
some sort of “international aspect” within the funerary objects of the Early
Marlik Culture. This is a remarkable contrast to most of the weapon and pot-
tery finds which are distinctly localized, only occurring in the Southern Cas-

123 50. Rubinson 1991: 384-390.

pian Region. Besides some providing information on the far reaching contacts
of the Early Marlik Culture to the region of Lake Urumiyeh and further on up
to Syria and Palestine, these comparisons also provide a good opportunity
for the calendar dating of Marlik Stage I. We will refer to this subject in the
chapter about the calendar dating of the grave groups and the chronological
stages at Tepe Marlik.

STAGE II—THE CLASSIC MARLIK CULTURE

To a certain extent, some types and characteristics of Stage I still exist at the
beginning of Stage II. The combination table shows no clear break in the se-
quence of the cemetery (Fig. 1). Nevertheless, there are large differences that
clearly distinguish Stage II from the preceding phase of the Early Marlik Culture
of Stage 1. There is a considerable number of changes concerning burial cus-
toms, funeral gifts and literally a quantum leap forward concerning the richness
and the overall furnishing of the tombs. Furthermore, there is an obvious im-
provement in the field of metal working, especially concerning the production
of weapons and decorated metal vessels.

Most of the prominent and well-known finds from Marlik such as solid-
hilted daggers, decorated metal vessels or anthropomorphic and zoomorphic
figurines come from burials that can be assigned to Stage II. It is also obviously
the period that represents the greatest richness and wealth of the funerary ob-
jects at the necropolis of Tepe Marlik. Therefore, we have decided to call this
important phase “Classic Marlik Culture”®! The Classic Marlik Culture of Stage
Il is preceded by the Early Marlik Culture of Stage I and succeeded by the late
Marlik Culture of Stage III.

At the beginning of the new research on the seriation of the necropolis of
Marlik, Stage Il appeared to be a large and comprehensive phase within the
cemetery of Tepe Marlik. To start with, the corpus of diagnostic pottery shapes
seems to be more or less consistent throughout the whole phase. During the
course of the research it became clear, that there are indeed minor changes in
the ceramics. In contrast, the evolution and changes in the weaponry are most
notable. Later, it became clear that other object groups also show some kind
of change during the course of Stage II. This is especially true for the different
styles of decorated metal vessels (see below). Overall, the tombs belonging to
Stage II are without doubt forming a common phase of the Marlik culture and
should not be separated completely from each other. But, because of the afore-
mentioned differences, it was decided to subdivide Stage II into two parts that

51. Piller 2008:243-245.
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reused during the course of Stage IIb. Most probably, this re-use of an earlier
tomb for later inhumation is not the single exception in Marlik necropolis and
can be seen in a number of other tombs such as Tomb 2, 5, 13, 16, 18, 24, 25, 26,
30, 32, 36, 41, 44, 45, 47, 52, and possibly more tombs.*8

Most of the tombs that could be assigned to Stage I were very carefully con-
structed, more or less rectangular shaped and roughly oriented in a southwest-
northeast direction. Rectangular tomb constructions of comparatively high
quality seem to be characteristic for this period. Similar structures were exca-
vated at Ali Karam Bagh,** Ghalekuti,*® and Ghiasabad.*! Only recently, parts of
an obviously contemporary cemetery were excavated by Iranian archaeologists
in Bouyeh near Amlash.*?> Other early tomb types in Gilan include stone circles
at Lasulkan and Pirkouk near Amlash*® as well as the dolmen-type graves of the
Talesh region. In the sedimentary coastal plain of eastern Mazandaran, tomb
constructions of stone or other material are missing: at Gohar Tepe** and Qaleh
Kash,* only simple pit graves have been excavated so far.

According to Negahban, excluding only a few exceptions, the tombs of Mar-
lik yielded very little or no skeletal remains of the deceased persons, perhaps
a result of natural deterioration of organic material and rodent activity. There-
fore, we have only limited information and data about the funerary practice at
this site, which greatly hinders mortuary analysis and a reconstruction of the
social organization of the society who buried their dead at Marlik.** However,
according to comparable cemeteries with large stone-built tombs (for example,
Ghalekuti, Bouyeh and others) we may assume that the tombs at Marlik were
usually single inhumations and not multiple or subsequent burials. In the above
mentioned sites, most of the deceased are placed in a supine position with pot-
tery vessels, personal ornaments or weapons. Most probably, we can assume
a similar custom for the early tombs in Marlik, but due to the lack of skeletal
remains, this cannot be verified on presently available evidence alone.

Interestingly, weapons and pottery vessels are comparatively rare in tombs

38.See Low 1998: 41-61, 427; Muscarella 2000: 190.

39. Negahban 1996: 24.

40. Egami et al. 1965.

41. Moghadam 1972: fig. 1.

42.]Jahani 2013: fig. 5.

43. Kambakhsh Fard 1373/1995: 23.

44, Mahfroozi and Piller 2009.

45. Amirkolaei 1389/2010: 82-3.

46. For general attempts on the mortuary analyses of Marlik see: Low 1995; Vahdati

125 1384c¢/2005c.

of the Early Marlik Culture. Other object groups such as cylinder seals or deco-
rated metal vessels are also totally absent. In contrast, there are a considerable
number of special types of jewelry and personal ornaments. In fact, only Tombs
12 and 15 contained weapons such as daggers, spearheads and arrowheads.
This marks a sharp contrast to the abundance of weaponry in many of the later
burials at Tepe Marlik. All of the weapons and the tools are made of bronze. Iron
objects are completely absent. Diagnostic weapon types of Marlik Stage I are
simple dagger blades with short tangs (Fig. 3). Prominent midribs and sharp
triangular blades are unusual for this period. Negahban listed these objects
as spearheads Type VI, but there is no doubt that these weapons are dagger
blades. Almost identical daggers have been excavated in the richly furnished
tombs A-V and E.6 in Ghalekuti in the high valley of Dailaman, where they were
often found in their original position laying across the hip of the deceased. The
handles were manufactured of organic material, most probably wood, and are
consequently not preserved. There are sometimes rivets or rivet holes near the
rounded shoulders of these blades which were originally used to fix the handles.
Most of the spearheads of this period are also equipped with tangs to fix
them to a wooden shaft (Fig. 4). They usually have flat midribs, rounded shoul-
ders and sometimes a so-called ridge stop between the blade and the tang.
Spearheads of this type occur frequently at a number of sites in the Southern
Caspian region such as Ghalekuti and Ghiasabad in Dailaman or Gohar Tepe
in Mazandaran. Socketed spearheads do not exist in Marlik Stage I, but they
are sometimes present in contemporary burials, for example again at Bouyeh,
Djamshidabad, Ghalekuti and Siah Su in the vicinity of Rudbar. Arrowheads are
usually also manufactured of bronze and show simple shapes with tangs. At Ali
Karam Bagh close to Tepe Marlik, a number of flint arrowheads were found*® in
a tomb that most probably also belongs to an early stage of the Marlik Culture.
For a long time, only a few vessels from the pottery corpus of the necropolis
of Tepe Marlik were known. Most of the ceramics remained unpublished until
the final report of 1996.* The corpus of the cemetery consists in sum of mono-
chrome burnished ware of grey to black or orange to red colour. Painted pottery
does not occur at Marlik, other decoration techniques are also comparatively rare.
Marlik Stage I is the only period with examples of elaborated pattern bur-
nishing (Fig. 5,b). This kind of surface treatment is fairly common in the mono-
chrome grey wares of the Bronze Age but disappears slowly during the course

47. Negahban 1996: 270-271.
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also proposed that a similar picture could be also possible for the tombs at Tepe
Marlik that contain objects both from the second and the first millennia B.C.3*

This assumption was later adopted and further developed by a number of
Iranian® and international®® scholars. But it was still not possible to confirm
the internal structure of the necropolis with the available data. One of the rea-
sons for this unsatisfying situation was that a classical vertical stratigraphy was
not achievable. There were almost no overlapping between two or more tombs
that could provide a linked stratigraphic sequence. It is obvious that the earlier
tombs must have been visible on the original surface of the hill when the grave-
yard was used during the following generations. It was presumably inappropri-
ate to disturb older tombs with new constructions. This customs, together with
the fact that there was by all appearances no contemporary plundering of rich
burials during the existence of the necropolis indicates an unbroken tradition at
the site from the beginning until its end.

The large diversity of the tombs in shape, size or building technique, the
baffling variety of burial goods as well as the apparently unsystematic distribu-
tion of the tombs on the hill led some scholars to the idea that the necropolis of
Marlik was most probably constructed without any internal plan. Based on new
research, we will try to show in this contribution that it is indeed possible to
reconstruct the internal chronology and the order of construction of the tombs.
At the end, we will present an internal chronology and an absolute dating for
the tombs of Tepe Marlik.

NEW RESEARCH: SERIATION AND INTERNAL CHRONOLOGY
It was not until 1996, almost thirty five years after the first excavations had
taken place, that the excavator published a final report on the necropolis of
Tepe Marlik, entitled Marlik: The Complete Excavation Report. It consisted of
two volumes (text and illustrations). Volume I provided detailed information
on every object group as well as a description and an inventory list for all the
excavated tombs at Marlik and the neighboring sites of Gheshlagh, Zeinab Bejar
and Ali Karam Bagh. In Volume II, a large number of objects were published for
the first time with drawings or photographs.

With the newly available data, one of the authors of this catalogue (Chris-
tian Piller) developed a chronological scheme for the relative and calendar dat-

34. Haerinck 1988: 65.
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ing of the necropolis of Marlik.*” This was achieved through an artifact seriation
based on a typological categorisation of the finds and their occurrence in certain
tombs. The result was a combination table consisting of 109 types (the finds)
and 30 units (the tombs). The designations in the table show the chronological
sequence of the graves (from left to right) and the types (from top to bottom).
In other words, the oldest tombs of the cemetery are situated in the top left
corner of the table, while later graves can be found in the central part and the
lower right corner. Clusters in the table represent the chronological phases of
the necropolis (Fig. 1).

Altogether, three successive chronological stages were defined and labelled
with Roman numerals. The initial phase of the cemetery is represented by Stage
I, followed by Stage Il (which was subdivided into two phases: Stages Ila and IIb
respectively). Stage III is the latest phase. The tombs that belong to this phase
are concentrated in the lower right corner of the table. It must be stressed, how-
ever, that there is no cultural or typological break in the sequence of the burials
at Marlik. The sequence presented in the combination table is uninterrupted
from the beginning of the cemetery until its end.

When results of the seriation were transferred onto the plan of the necrop-
olis, it turned out that the tombs which were assigned to the four chronological
stages (Stages |, IIa, IIb and III) are concentrated in separated groups at various
areas of the mound (Fig. 2). It can be assumed that these tomb groups represent
the “layers” of a horizontal stratigraphy and a chronological sequence of the
Marlik cemetery.

As already mentioned, it is not possible to establish a classical stratigraphy
of superimposing levels or layers at Tepe Marlik. But now, considering the re-
sults of the seriation with its stages and grave groups, it is possible to submit
a proposal for an internal chronology of this highly important and enormously
rich graveyard.

STAGE I: THE EARLY MARLIK CULTURE

This stage represents the oldest grave group within the cemetery of Marlik. Al-
most all the tombs of this early period are concentrated in the central northern
part of the hill (Fig. 2). Here, Tombs 10, 12, 14, 15 and 23 are situated. Tombs 11
and 17 may also belong to this phase, but, due to the lack of evaluable material,
this cannot be statistically secured. Most probably, a part of the grave inven-
tory of Tomb 50 in the southeastern part of the necropolis belongs also to this
period. In this case, it seems that an early tomb that belongs to Stage | was later

37. Piller 2008.
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an uninterrupted campaign of fourteen months.? As a result both the excava-
tion techniques and the standard of documentation remained insufficient for
such an extraordinarily important site that contained such an extremely rich
and varied inventory.

Shortly after the completion of the excavations in the field, a monographic
“Preliminary Report”* with a large number of photographs of many finds grant-
ed first insights into the material. It was, however, very complicated to get a
total overview for the necropolis of Marlik. One problem was the confusing grid
square system that was used by Negahban in his first publications. Here, the
finds were not connected with a precise number of one of the fifty-three tombs
but only with the designation of the grid where they were found. Unfortunately,
there are tombs that partially cover up to four grids, while one grid could con-
tain parts of three tombs. Furthermore, Negahban defined four tomb types.?®
But again, he did not explain which of the tombs belong to one of these types.
After this first book, a series of articles about object groups such as figurines,
cylinder seals or pendants were published by the excavator.

With all the published data and information, it was in most cases virtually
impossible for outsiders to discern from which tombs the published objects
were excavated. This, in turn, led to an enduring scientific debate about the
absolute dating and the internal chronology of the necropolis of Marlik. The
excavator himself proposed that the cemetery was used over a period of six
centuries or more, starting in the second half of the second millennium B.C. and
ending during the early first millennium B.C.2° While the date(s) in which Marlik
cemetery was in use has been subject to considerable debate, the dates pro-
posed by Negahban were more or less accepted by other scholars and can still
be found in many publications and catalogues.?’

In 1983, more than twenty years after the excavations had originally taken
place, the excavator published a second monograph on the #eta/ Vessels from
Marliz.*® In this book, Negahban did two important things. First, he finally
abandoned the aforementioned grid square system and replaced it by a simple
and consecutive numbering of the tombs. Second, inventory lists of two impor-
tant tombs (36 and 52) were partially published. This led to new approaches
concerning the chronology of the site. A bronze fibula from Tomb 36 prompted
23. Negahban 1376/1997.

24. Negahban 1343/1964.
25. Ibid. 14-18.

26. Ibid. 46.
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some scholars, including the American archaeologist Oscar Muscarella, to date
the majority of the necropolis to the early first millennium B.C.?” The fact that
there were many more objects that had to be dated to the second half of the 2™
millennium B.C. was explained by the existence of heirlooms.*

In 1988, the Belgian scholar E. Haerinck made an interesting proposal to
solve this chronological problem. Referring to the already existing chronologi-
cal scheme for the Iron Age in Northwestern Iran (Iron I, II, III), he proposed a
similar model or the region of Gilan.?! The longest and most important phase
was called Iron (Age) I and lasted from the 15/14%to the 11" centuries BC. This
phase was followed by the Iron Age II (10" to 9% centuries B.C.) and the Iron Age
[T (8™ to 6™ centuries B.C.). In his opinion all of the stone-built tombs at Marlik
were constructed and used for richly furnished interments during the second
half of the second millennium B.C. during Iron Age [ phase. In contrast to the im-
pressive prosperity of this period, Haerinck assumed that the following phases
of the Iron Age were not as wealthy. The large stone-built tombs were replaced
by simple earthen pit graves, and in some cases, the old stone tombs from the
Iron Age [ were reused for later inhumations during Iron Age IIL

The evidence for this theory can be seen in Tomadjan (Tomb 14) and some
tombs at Ghalekuti (Site 1) both in the high valley of Dailaman.?? Parts of the
latter cemetery had been excavated by an Iranian-Japanese expedition during
the early 1960s.3® The publications from these excavations include excellent
documentation of the stone-built tombs at this site, some of them containing
multiple interments. Haerinck was able to show that the original inhumations
took place during the Iron Age I. The pottery that was found together with these
deceased persons at the bottom of the tombs consisted mostly of burnished
grey ware, the weapons and tools are completely made of bronze; interestingly,
iron is totally absent. Many of these objects have solid parallels to finds from the
necropolis of Marlik. Later, the upper parts of these tombs were used for inhu-
mations in earthen pits. The positioning of the deceased differs from that of the
original burial. The pottery is mostly brick red and shows different shapes and
decoration techniques. Now, besides some bronze weapons, there are mainly
iron weapons such as short swords and spearheads. According to Haerinck’s
scheme, the second use of the tombs occurred during phase Iron Age III. He
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tions in various areas of the Eastern and Western Gilan zones. During 2001-
2004, a joint expedition under the co-direction of J. Nokandeh and O. Tadahiko
explored a vast area in the west side of Sefid Rud between Darreh Charpeh to
the north, Sefid Rud to the east, Jubon and Dogamiyan valleys in the south, and
the Salansar elevations and Qal’e Kul in the west to the border of Shaft county.
As aresult, settlements and graveyards from the Late Bronze Age, Iron Age, His-
torical period and Islamic era were located.!* In 2002, the expedition decided to
excavate at Tepe Jalaliye to establish a chronological framework for the survey
area. Stratigraphic soundings at Jalaliyeh brought to light cultural deposit and
architectural remains of three distinctive settlement phases including the Iron
Age II-111, Parthian and Sassanian periods, the earliest phase of which is radio-
carbon dated to 791-671 BC.»®

In 2007, a joint Korean-Iranian team under the direction of Kidong Bae
and M. R. Bagherian conducted a survey in Gilan province with the aim in un-
derstanding human migration during the Pleistocene and late prehistory. They
have surveyed parts of Eastern Gilan including the valleys and highlands be-
tween Dolfak and Samamus Mts. in the area of Rudbar to Amlash and Rudsar
and conducted text excavations in several sites. More than 50 caves, shelters
and terraces were visited and paleolithic artifacts were found in 3 caves: Yar-
shalman, Malehan and Chapalak cave. It was concluded that mountain range
of the Gilan province had been inhabited from the early Paleolithic to the Epi-
Paleolithic stage during the Pleistocene.'®

In addition to this fieldwork, during the 2000s a considerable number of
surveys, soundings and excavations were conducted by several Iranian teams
throughout the province. The most comprehensive field program, however, was
the extensive survey of Gilan province and preparation of archaeological atlas of
the region for which 16 archaeological teams thoroughly surveyed the province
and located 2400 sites and buildings ranging in date from the Paleolithic era,
to the Late Bronze Age, Iron Age, Historical Period and the Islamic era.'” More
recently, a number of sounding and excavation projects have been conducted
by several archaeologists in Gilan province most of which were rescue projects.
The most important rescue excavations conducted in the past few years in vari-
ous parts of Gilan include the excavations of the Iron Age cemetery at Sar Buyeh

14. Nokandeh and Fahimi 1382/2003; Tadahiko 2002; Tadahiko et al. 2003; 2004 a, b;
2005.

15. Tadahiko et al 2005: 8.

16. Biglari and Jahani 2011.

17. Abbasnejad and Mojtabaei 1394/2015.

pass,'® soundings at Motalla Kuh,' excavation of the Iron Age cemetery at Siah
Kuh,?° soundings in the Paleolithic cave of Darban-e Rashi,** soundings in Pila
Qal’eh, and a number of other projects for which no report is available.

A brief review of archaeological fieldwork conducted in Gilan shows that
while the overwhelming majority of activities has been concentrated in the
Eastern Gilan zone around the regions of Rudbar, Dailaman, and Amlash, since
the Iranian revolution almost the entire province of Gilan has been explored.
Altogether, these investigations have produced new insights into the cultural
sequence and historical developments of Gilan province.

Although numerous sounding and excavation projects have been conducted
in Gilan, surely the necropolis of Marlik with its sensational and impressive funer-
ary objects, is still the most important sites throughout the entire Caspian area.

Remarks on the Internal Chronology and the Absolute Dating of the
Necropolis of Marlik

DATING AND CHRONOLOGY OF TEPE MARLIK: A SHORT HISTORY OF
RESEARCH
Tepe Marlik (or Cheragh Ali Tepe) is a natural rocky hill in the valley of the
Gohar Rud. It seems that there has never been a settlement at this prominent
site, but during the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages, fifty three tombs were cut
into the overlaying sediments of the mound, sometimes hitting and penetrating
into the underlying bedrock. The tombs vary from large, fairly well-constructed
rectangular tombs with walls made of stone slabs bound with clay mortar to
smaller cists consisted of roughly dug pits lined with stones. The grave goods,
numbering over 25,000 individual items, constitute the largest collection dis-
covered from any cemetery of the Early Iron Age anywhere in the Near East.?
When Dr. Ezatollah Negahban and his colleagues discovered the necropolis
of Tepe Marlik in 1961, time was short and very costly. It was necessary to react
without any delay and to start the excavations as soon as possible. The excava-
tors did their best and tried to protect this highly important site (which Negah-
ban called “royal cemetery”) from looters and other criminals. The excavations
had to be carried out under quite unusual and very difficult circumstances in
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19.Jahani 1391/2012.

20. Ramin and Akbari 1393/2014.

21. Biglarietal. 1393/2014.

22.Abdi 2010.

LS o] pac Sin b 0gSh 1S Lo



The Glory of Iron Age Culture of Gilan

excavated in a continuous campaign of 14 months until the end of autumn 1962,
resulting in the discovery of 53 ancient graves. The remarkable objects found
in the excavations of Marlik enticed other archaeological expeditions to set out
for the Rudbar area in the hope of discovery of similar valuable objects. Accord-
ingly, the following years witnessed abundant fieldwork around Rudbar and the
entire eastern Gilan.

Between years 1964-1969, Ali Hakemi conducted several excavations in the
area of Rudbar. He first excavated at Jubon in 1964 and in the following years
extended his work to several other graveyards at Layli-Jan, Naveh, Siah-Darreh
in Amarlu district and eventually moved to Rudbar area, and between 1967-
1969 Hakemi excavated the site of Kaluraz at Rostamabad in a short distance
from Marlik. Interestingly, excavations at Kaluraz not only yielded invaluable
objects, but also revealed residential and defensive architecture made of mud-
bricks and stone. Results of Hakemi’s excavation at Kaluraz are recently pub-
lished in a monograph by the Iranian Cultural Heritage Organization.

Simultaneously, A. H. Shahidzadeh excavated at Sendes in 1968 and next
year moved to Shahran in the vicinity of Rahmatabad. Moreover, in1971 he
worked at two graveyards at Dokhal-Kuh and Telark to the south of Asalem in
Talesh region. There, apparently he found remains from the Achaemenid pe-
riod, but unfortunately no report of these excavations is available.?

In the following years, M. Mousavi directed several surveys, soundings,
and excavations in the sites of Eshkevarat area in Eastern Gilan zone. Between
1975-1978 he continuously engaged in soundings and excavations at the fol-
lowing sites: the Islamic site of Lasbu, the Iron Age graveyards at Ghalekuti
and Balamahaleh, the Sassanian cemetery at Miarkeshe, a graveyard at Shah-
Jan with remains from 1% millennium and remains of an Islamic fort, and a
group of cemeteries at Zargar-Cheshmeh, Lashkestan, and Senjed-Darreh,
where he found objects such as “red and grey pottery vessels, Bronze and Iron
weapons, and various ornamental objects” dated to the late 2" and early 1%
millennium BC.1!

Coincident with Mousavi’s excavations, the Japanese archaeological team
of Tokyo University resumed excavations at Eastern Gilan. Between 1976-1978
a team under the direction of S. Fukai launched excavations around Halimeh-
Jan in graveyards of Shah-Pir (Parto-Sassanian, Islamic), Ghursh (late Iron Age),
Gachsar-e Nahd Ali (Parthian-Sassanian), Razak (Sassanian), and Rudkhanbar
(2" half of 2" millennium BC). They also investigated the valley of Shahran and

10. Khalatbari 1383a/2004a:22.

133 11. Mousavi 1374/1995: 526-7.

excavated at three graveyards at Emamzadeh Mohtasham (Sassanian), Lameh
Zamin and Painmahaleh Shahran (Iron Age).'

With the beginning of Islamic Revolution in 1978, as in many other parts
of the country, archaeological fieldwork in Gilan came to a halt. This situation,
combined with the turbulence occurred during the first years of Iran-Iraq War,
lead to aloss of control over Archaeological Heritage and antique hunters looted
many sites of the Gilan province. When revolutionary excitements subsided and
the government began construction programs to develop the rural and remote
areas of the countryside, they frequently encountered to archaeological sites,
which entailed salvage excavation by experts. In this period, several archaeo-
logical sites were subjected to rescue excavations of which we may refer to the
excavations of cemeteries at Tukas in Eshkevar (1982) and Sibon in Amarlu
(1983) under direction of M. Mousavi, rescue excavations at Pole Balgur and
the cemetery of Tepe Kaluraz (1990) by M. R. Khalatbari and Y. Kosari.

In early 1980s, direction of archaeological research programs of Gilan
was given to M. R. Khalatbari. Between 1985-1989, he conducted excavations
at Estalkh-Jan and Shahran, and one year later, due to the increasing clandes-
tine diggings in the region, he explored the area around Rudbar to Manjil in the
western side of Sefid Rud and located 68 ancient cemeteries. In the following
years, he also directed several seasons of surveys, soundings, and excavations
in Talesh region. After the pioneering works of de Morgan in Talesh in early 20%
century, until Khalatbari’s research, this area had remained largely unexplored
for nearly a century.

In 1991, during construction of a road between Punel to Khalkhal, several
graves were reveled in the vicinity of the summer village of Vaskeh which be-
came a prelude to the resumption of archaeological excavations in the Talesh
region. The Iranian Centre for Archeological Research dispatched M. R. Khalat-
bari to examine the situation at Vaskeh, who started a rescue excavation there
in 1992. Simultaneously, he surveyed the valley of Shafarud to Khalkhal and
discovered several other graveyards, some of which were extensively excavated
in the next years: Mianrud (1993), Asbsara (2008), Maryan (2009), Tondvin
(2003), Tul-e Gilan (2002-4) and Kuramar (2006), which were excavated and
dated to Iron Age to Parthian period. The results of the excavations at these
graveyards published in several monographs.®

Coincident with Khalatbari’s excavations at Talesh region, a series of field-
work campaigns were conducted by the Iranian and international joint expedi-

12. Fukai and Matsutani 1977; 1982; Mousavi 1374/1995: 534-5.
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tion. According to Samadi® “Les tombes, dans cette région, étaient trés modesties.
On ne s’était servi ni de pierres ni de briques, et ells étaient dépourvues de dalles.
Les measures des couches variaient de 1m a 1m65 en profondeur. Elles étaient
constituees par une grande fosse, et ells communiquaient de l'une a I'autre par un
trou. Il est arrivé que I'on rencontre plusieurs squelettes dans la mem tomb. Dans
l'une des tombes, par exemple, on a découvert 13 squelettes, ce qui prouve une
certain fantaisie dans la sépulture et I'absence de rites funéraires absolus”.

Since results of the excavation at Garmabak also less than successful in this
regard, the excavators finally decided to try their luck elsewhere and moved
to the area around the small town of Amlash, where local farmers accidentally
found objects on the territory of the village of Omam. Eventually, two grave-
yards near Omam and Tomajan to the south of Amlash were excavated and 36
graves were opened. The graves of Omam did not yield attractive objects, but
various burial objects discovered in Tomajan graves, including several remark-
able bronze objects and other artifacts that unfortunately drew the interest of
antiquities dealers, consequently leading to an increase in clandestine opera-
tions and commerecial excavations in the Amlash region (see above).’

In 1959, when a team of archaeologists from Tokyo University visited Teh-
ran, preparing for an excavation project in the prehistoric sites of Marvdasht
plain in Fars province, they came across numerous bronze objects in the an-
tiquities markets of the Tehran Bazaar, which were said to have come from the
Amlash region. As a result, the Japanese expedition set out to determine the
origin of these bronzes in the Caspian region. The first set of inspections and
enquiries with the local people brought the Japanese to the Dailaman region,
where partially looted graveyards convinced them to launch scientific explo-
rations in the region. The following year, the Japanese expedition returned to
Dailaman and continued to work there until 1964 at several graveyards includ-
ing Ghalekuti, Hassani Mahale, Noruz Mahale and Khorram-Rud, Lasulkan, and
Kuh-pas. The results of these excavations were soon appeared in four bilingual,
Japanese-English monographs.® These reports are amongst the most detailed
excavation documentation ever submitted from Gilan province.

One year after the beginning of Japanese excavation in Dailaman, in the
summer of 1961 an expedition from the Archaeological Service of Iran (ASI)
under the direction of Mohsen Moghaddam undertook a large systematic re-
connaissance project of an extensive area stretching east from Sefid Rud to Po-

6. Samadi 1959:26-27.
7.Dyson 1979.

135 8. Egami et al. 1965; Egami et al. 1966; Sono and Fukai 1968; Fukai and lkeda 1971.

lerud and including the surrounding areas such Dailaman, Amarlu, Rashi, Da-
fraz, Sendes, Chalkasar and Rahmatabad in Rudbar. The main objective was to
determine the archaeological context of the large collection of artifacts, includ-
ing pottery vessels, zoomorphic and anthropomorphic ceramic statuettes, and
a wide range of arms, personal ornaments, miscellaneous objects, and the deco-
rated gold and silver vessels which had been sold into the antiquities markets
of Iran, Europe, and the U.S. since the 1930s. The expedition excavated several
graveyards around Omam, Somam, Pirkuh, Buyeh, Ghiasabad, Shir-Chak, and
Chak-Rud.’ In the autumn of the same year, frequent rumors and news about
extensive clandestine excavations in the area around Rahmatabad brought the
Japanese expedition to Rudbar region. Among the sites that were subjected to
the illegal diggings, the mound Cheragh-Ali Tepe (named after the owner of the
field) was the subject of several complaint reports to the ASI, and apparently
was place of quarrels between landlords and antique dealers. The expedition
set out to Cheragh-Ali Tepe in the Gohar Rud valley and opened a small test
trench on the mound to evaluate the archaeological deposits of the site.

At first, a test trench opened on the northern slope of the mound which
resulted to the discovery of invaluable objects such as two small bronze bull
figurine, two cylinder seals, and fourteen gold buttons. Following the successful
testing of the mound that yielded precious artifacts and established its archaeo-
logical significance Dr. E. O. Negahban, then professor of archaeology at the Teh-
ran University, who also served as technical advisor to ASI planned large-scale
excavations at site which he later called Tepe Marlik (due to the abundance of
snakes in the area). Negahban opened a second test trench on the eastern side
of the mound which after two days of excavation, part of a very rough stone wall
appeared with one face almost clear and the opposite face obscure. At first this
wall thought to be a very thick fortification at the edge of the mound, but soon
proved to be part of a grave with stone walls later on called Tomb 50. This tomb
produced invaluable burial goods such as a silver teapot with gold spout and
inlaid gold mythical decorations. After the discovery of these impressive gold
objects, pressures from the local landowners, who claimed shares in the finds,
and also from antique hunters and dealers, who wanted to evict the expedition
from the site increased. In spite of all these difficulties, excavators, who were
very well aware of the importance of the site continued to work with the sup-
port of gendarmes stationed at the site. A topographic map of the site was soon
prepared with a systematic 5x5 m grid division from the top of the mound down
to the irrigation ditch at the foot of the site. Subsequently, the entire mound was
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Most probably, these climatic restrictions deeply affected the settlement
pattern and architectural tradition of the region during ancient times as well.
Therefore, it can be postulated that the dominant settlement pattern of Gilan
along with the use of wood as the main building material as well as high erosion,
are among the main causes of the lack of residential houses in the archaeologi-
cal records of the area. Contrary to the arid climate of the Central Plateau, where
ancient settlements are in the form of imposing tepes consisting of large se-
quence of archaeological depositions, artificial mounds are almost absent in the
lowlands of Gilan. Except for a few exceptions such as the two important sites
of Tepe Jalaliyeh at Kaluraz and Pileh Qal’e in Rudbar area that present several
settlement phases with coherent mud-brick constructions, the archaeology of
Gilan province is almost entirely based on the excavations of graveyards. Evi-
dence of prehistoric residential architecture in Gilan is meager and when avail-
able is very scattered (for instance at Ghalekuti,* Lasulkan,? and Motala-Kuh?).

A SHORT HISTORY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK IN GILAN
PROVINCE

Archaeological fieldwork in Gilan began earlier than in many other areas of Iran.
In the early 20™ century, besides his excavations at Susa, Jacques de Morgan
visited the area of northern Iran, being interested both in the ancient sites and
the dialects of the local people of the region. In 1901 de Morgan and his brother
Henri began their explorations in the area and launched a series of soundings
and excavations in the ancient graveyards of the highland valleys of Talesh re-
gion. Here, the de Morgan brothers discovered large cemeteries consisting of
Dolmen and Tumuli and excavated in several places such as Agha-Evlar, Chir-
Chir, Hassan Zamini, Dokhalian, Tchila-Khané, Lor-Daghi, Vadjalik, Chagoula-
Dérré, Tach-Kopru, Khadje Davoud-Kopru, and other graveyards. Various ob-
jects including a vast array of bronze weapons, pottery vessels, jewellery and
ornaments, animal figurines, cylinder and stamp seals, etc were found in the
excavation of these graveyards which were dated to the Bronze and Iron Ages.
Fortunately, results of these investigations were soon published in 1896 and in
1905.* The publication of the results of these explorations were enriched with
maps of explored areas, plans of excavated graves, as well as drawings of finds,
produced a general picture of the archaeology of Talesh region and created a

1. Fukai and Ikeda 1971: 9.
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chronological framework for the archaeological studies of this region. However,
for a number of reasons, after de Morgan’s explorations in Talesh, no archaeo-
logical fieldwork took place in Gilan for nearly half a century.

In 1927, the Majlis (parliament) of Iran decided to end the French archae-
ological concession and few years later in November of 1930 the “Antiquities
Law” was passed that paved the way for the archaeological expeditions of other
countries in Iran. Unfortunately, articles 11 and 12 of the Iranian Antiquities
Law permitted “commercial excavations”, under which half of the finds would
go to the person paying for the excavation, who could dispense with them at
their sole discretion in the open, international market.

After the accidental discovery of the Kalardasht Treasure in 1934 and later
excavations (see below), the ancient cemeteries of the southern shores of the
Caspian Sea were among the most attractive places for antiquity dealers and
soon turned to the main target for commercial excavations. Therefore, in the
1960s many commercial excavations were launched in Gilan, specifically in the
eastern Gilan zone in sites such as Rashi in Rahmatabad, Khers-Chak, Damash,
Dimajankash, Divrud, Karafs-Chak, Kul-Marz, Kalshi-Tepe, Estalkhjan, and etc.
A considerable number of invaluable bronze objects were found in these com-
mercial excavations which were soon known to the antique markets and labeled
as “Amlash Bronzes”?®

In 1934, Reza Shah traveled to Mazandaran to inaugurate his imperial villa
in Kalardasht. During the final stages of construction a chamber with skeletons
and burial objects were found among which we may refer to a gold dagger and
the famous gold bowl of Kalardasht. These gold objects were first placed in the
archive of the Iranian National Bank and eventually sent to Museé Iran Bastan.
In 1954, Mohammad Reza Shah visited the museum and was greatly impressed
by the gold objects from Kalar Dasht, subsequently ordering further archaeo-
logical research in their area of origin. Shortly after, a Sassanian silver plate was
also found on the outskirts of Sari, and consequently in August of 1955 the Min-
istry of Culture dispatched H. Samadi to conduct archaeological excavations in
the region. Having not been able to excavate the find-spot of Kalardasht objects
in the imperial villa, Samadi opened for trenches around the palace. The excava-
tions yielded only a few ceramic vessels but no gold objects were found. Disap-
pointed by the failure to discover more gold objects, the expedition moved to
the nearby area of Garmabak, where villagers happened to find a bull figurine
and a number of ceramic vessels as well as few bronze objects while working on
their fields. In Garmabak, 30 graves were excavated within 20 days of excava-
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lands in the coastal plains of the Caspian, except for some inhabitants of the
piedmont areas of eastern Gilan around the Dailaman district, where similarly
to the highlands of Talesh, people raise cattle and sheep with various migration
patterns, herding and stock-breeding is not common in the villages of lowland
areas of Gilan.

In the past, almost every family owned one or two milk-cows, an ox for
ploughing, and a horse for transportation, but extensive herding and stock-
breeding is not practiced in this region. The whole plain of Gilan has a very high
rural density with a characteristic pattern of settlement: contrary to the central
plateau of Iran with villages formed by dense houses and dwelling quarters,
the basic housing, economic, and social unit in this coastal plain is mahalla, a
loose grouping of houses surrounded with gardens and orchards (for instance
Nowruz mahalla, Hassani mahalla, etc.). The houses themselves are consisted
of several buildings with distinct architecture and specific function: the fam-
ily living building, stable, hen-house, paddy-barn (kanduj), silkworm-nursery
(talambar), tobacco-drying room (garmkhaneh), etc. Traditional buildings have
wooden framework filled with a mixture of loam and straw and are crowned
with a steep hipped roof covered with thatch, known as galipush.

The Rudbar-Manjil zone is located in the foothill area in southern Gilan
province and due to the topographic and climatic conditions forms a so-called
“Mediterranean” ecotone. The main communication route between Gilan and
the Central Plateau, the natural pass of Sefid Rud valley, is located in this zone.
This route travels northwards from Tehran to Karaj and then to Qazvin, before
continuing northwards through steep gorges over the summit of Alborz Moun-
tains, and eventually descending to the town of Manjil. Here, two main streams
- Sharud from the east and Qezel Uzon from the west- merge together and form
the large river of Sefid Rud which cuts a deep transversal valley through the
mountain belt between Manjil and Emamzade Hashem near Rasht, providing
the main natural pass to the Caspian lowlands of Gilan. The Sefid Rud also ir-
rigates the entire nearby valley and flows northwards to the rich plain of Rasht,
forming a wide, fertile delta very suitable for agriculture and eventually pours
into the Caspian Sea.

Due to the flow of Sefid Rud and its numerous tributaries, Rudbar-Manijl zone
and the whole lateral valley system in the northern foothills of the Alborz have
always been suitable both for agriculture, herding and stock-breeding. Although
the lowlands downstream of the Sefid Rud are very humid and sultry during the
summer, the highland of the upper streams of Sefid Rud in Rudbar-Manjil zone

139 are affected by the arid climate of the Central Plateau and has a moderate, Medi-

terranean-like climate, which make for pleasant summer living. The high summits
of Dolfak (2714 m) and Asman-sara (2375 m) and the other snow-capped moun-
tains in the region are the source of many large and small streams. The foothill
areas provide cool summer quarters for the inhabitants, who adapted to this situ-
ation by moving with their flocks to the higher altitudes, where good pastureland
can be found in the summer, and who return to the lower altitudes for the winter.
The natural landscape of this zone consists of pasturelands, sparse cypress (lo-
cally called zarbin) forests, and wild trees such as pomegranate, grape, fig, and
other wild plants and flowers, as well as extensive olive-groves. The riverbanks,
especially the lands along the Sefid Rud in the Rostamabad district downstream
from Ridbar are turned into large paddy fields and the higher elevations are un-
der the cultivation of wheat, barley and other cereals.

The valley of Gohar Rud is one of the lateral valleys to the east of Sefid Rud,
located in the region of Rahmatabad. Due to its fertile soil, moderate climate,
enough precipitations and scenic landscapes, the valley of Gohar Rud is one of
the most suitable areas for settlement around Rudbar. The Gohar Rud valley,
about 1 km across at its widest point, extends northwest for about 15 km to the
bank of Sefid Rud. The small river of Gohar Rud originating from Asman-sara in
Amarlu district flow northwestwards along the valley and merge into Sefid Rud
in a place called Kotaleh on the opposite side of Rostamabad.

Several villages and their outlying fields are located in the northern, lower
part of the valley while the southern, upper area is covered with scattered trees.
The fertile lower land is occupied with rice paddies interspersed with olive groves,
with small fruit orchards near the settlements. At higher altitudes the slopes on
both sides of the valley are devoted to rainfall farming of wheat and barley and
undeveloped lands are covered by sparse cypress trees and wild bushes. This cli-
matic condition in Rudbar area has attracted human populations from ancient
times, the most important remains of which wew discovered at Tepe Marlik.

As outlined above, due to the climatic condition of Gilan until very recently
parts of the local population practiced a seasonal change of residence between
the lowlands and higher, cooler summer villages. The higher elevations of the
mountain range could only be used for pasture farming for a few months of the
year and, apart from that, remained largely unsettled. The temporary dwelling
houses of the summer camps such as “pouri” were abandoned in the winter. Ob-
viously, such temporary wooden constructions scarcely leave any traces in the
archaeological record. In such conditions larger, permanent settlement centers
could only be formed in the lower elevations such as the area of Rostamabad
(Kaluraz) or Dailaman.
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Manjil and Emamzadeh Hashem. While this pass with its rich natural resources
was the most important route in the ancient times connecting the highland of
the Iranian plateau to the Caspian lowlands, during the present century new
passes such as Haraz and Chalus Roads were opened using modern road con-
struction techniques involving tunnels and bridges, but these are not natural
passes and were not available in antiquity.

To the northwest of Gilan, the Western Alborz Mountains continues in the
form of Talesh elevations, stretching from northwest to southeast, separat-
ing the Caspian lowlands from the nearby highland of Azarbaijan. The Talesh
Mountains, except at their northern end, where the Hayran pass at the top of
the Astarachay valley (ca. 1600m), are over 2000 m high and make access to the
region very difficult.

The Alborz Mountains in Gilan region have a very complicated geological
structure and tectonic history which connects them to the structural complex
of central plateau of Iran. The solid crust of earth that composes this moun-
tain system has not yet been totally fixed; the continuing orogenic activity is
attested by the relatively high seismicity in the region. The region of Gilan has
been shaken by many earthquakes in the past, the most devastating of which
was the earthquake of 20 June 1990 that destroyed the two towns of Manjil and
Ridbar and killed some forty thousand people and damaged several hundreds
of villages.

Traditionally, based on the major geographical features, Gilan is divided
into four main zones with distinct characteristics: a) Talesh or Taleshestan to
the northwestern part of Gilan and the foothills of Talesh Mountains, b) Western
Gilan or “Bieh Pas” called to the areas to the west of Sefid Rud, c) Eastern Gilan
or “Bieh Pish’ called to the areas to the east of Sefid Rud, and, d) the Rudbar-
Manjil zone.

Talesh is divided into northern and southern sections. The northern section
was separated from Iran during the Russo-Persian War based on the Treaty of
Turkmenchay in 1828 during the rule of Fath Ali Shah of Qajar and now is part
of the modern-day Republic of Azerbaijan. The southern section, however, re-
mained in the territory of Iran and constitutes the Talesh district of northwest-
ern Gilan province.

The environmental and climatic conditions of the two sides of the Talesh
Mountains differ remarkably. While the eastern flanks of the mountains, affected
as they are by the orographic rainfalls emerging from the Caspian Sea are cov-
ered by lush green vegetation, the western flanks lie in the rain shadow of the

141 main mountain crest and share a continental climate with the adjacent high pla-

teau of the inland. Moreover, contrary to the large alluvial plains in the southern
shores of the Caspian Sea, the coastal flat plain in Talesh is reduced to a narrow
strip of land that is intensively used for agriculture, mostly for the cultivation
of rice. In addition to this narrow coastal strip, agriculture is practiced in few
high valleys such as Aqa Evlar region. The higher mountainous areas, especially
the region above the tree line are traditionally used by the Taleshi people for
herding and livestock breeding during the hot summer months. The dominant
lifestyle of the Taleshi herders is nomadism and their economy is a combination
of cultivation of rice and animal husbandry. During the hot seasons, nomadic
herders take along their basic necessaries and leave remaining household fur-
niture in their winter dwellings (gesh/agh) which are built of wood covered by
daub with gable-shaped roofs on stone foundations. These herders erect tem-
porary, semicircular hut-like housings in their summer camps. These so called
“pour!’ consist of bent wooden rafters which are covered with textiles made of
goat hair, felt, or other material and have to be re-built every spring. At this time
of the year, the area is cool, covered by green pastures that are particularly suit-
able for animal husbandry and stock breeding.

During the harvest season, which begins from around middle of July, Taleshi
farmers move down to their paddy-fields in the coastal plain and leave their
summer camp to few families that stay in the highland area through the entire
year to take care of the village.

In the autumn, except for a few families that stay in the highland area all the
year to take care of the village, most of the Taleshi herders/farmers leave the
summer camp, moving down to their paddy-fields in the coastal plain to harvest
their crops and stay over the winter. Having prepared the wheat fields and rice
paddies for the next season, these families then return to the higher elevations
again to spend the summer in the pleasant climate of this area.

The western Gilan zone, or “Bieh Pas’, comprises the coastal area west of
Sefid Rud that includes the regions of Rasht, Fuman, Kerganrud to Talesh. The
eastern Gilan zone, or “Bie/r Pas’, refers to the areas to the east of Sefid Rud,
including regions of Lahijan, Langerud as well as the area of Amlash. The vast
delta of Sefid Rud in this coastal area has made the region suitable for agricul-
ture and the entire coastal plains of Western and Eastern Gilan is intensively
under cultivation of diversified agricultural products.

The lowlands close to the shores of the Caspian Sea are mostly devoted to
the vast paddy fields and whereas the piedmont and highland areas are under
the cultivation of other products such as wheat and corn, orchards and in the
recent centuries, tea. Due to the high humidity and the lack of good pasture-
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THE LAND OF GILAN

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY

Northern Iran includes green and wooded areas of the Caspian lowlands which
are separated from highlands of the Iranian plateau by the majestic Alborz
Mountains. The mighty barrier of Alborz blocks the clouds and north-south at-
mospheric currents that humidify over the Caspian Sea, causing them to release
plenty of rainfall annually along the coastal strip. Contrary to the arid areas of
the Central plateau, high annual precipitation of the Caspian lowlands results
in a characteristic “Hyrcanian” climate, an exceptionally humid and lush green
area with rich, diversified flora and fauna which undoubtedly influenced the
overall development of history and culture of the region through the ages.

The Caspian coastal strip includes the three provinces of Golestan,
Mazandaran, and Gilan from east to west, respectively. The coastal area extends
for more than 800 km along the southern shores of the Caspian from Astara in
the north of the Talesh district in the west, to approximately Bandar Torkaman
near the city of Gorgan in the east. The green belt occupying the flat plains be-
tween the southern shores of the Caspian and the foothills of Alborz varies in
width between 2 to 50 km.

Contrary to the eastern areas of the Caspian lowlands in Mazandaran and
Golestan, which are relatively easily accessible from the Gorgan area, which un-
til the 19 century were under constant threat from the Turkmens of Central
Asia, due to its specific geographical conditions, the western parts of the Cas-
pian plains and the mountainous terrains of Dailam in Gilan province were free
from such foreign threats and therefore developed their own particular culture.
Indeed, the important political and historical events occurring on the plateau
from the Islamic conquest of Iran up to the vicissitudes of the recent centuries
have either affected the area with delay or had only limited affects.

The area that formed ancient Dailam- present-day Gilan-is located on the
northern slopes of the Alborz Mountains, extending to the shores of the Caspian
Sea, between 36° to 38° North Meridian and 48° to 50° Longitude East (Map 1).
Gilan covers an area of 14711 km2 and comprises the western parts of the Al-
borz range and the western Caspian lowlands. The western Alborz Mountains
averaging 3000 m above sealevel, separate Gilan from the Iranian plateau, form-
ing not only a natural and geographical barrier, but also a sharp cultural frontier
between the two regions. Until the beginning of present century, access from
the highlands of the Central Plateau to the lowlands of Gilan was difficult and
consequently limited. The most important route of access was, and still is the
deep transversal valley of Sefid Rud which cut through the mountain between
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