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4 Narges Tappeh

earthenware jars in shiny red pottery and animal figurines. Pottery and other artefacts of this phase
closely resemble those from Shah Tappeh 3, and are also contemporary with Tureng Tappeh 3, Yarim
Tappeh 2, Tappeh Hesar 2a, Namazgah 4, Anoui 3 and Altin Tappeh 4-8. In terms of architectural
remains, dating to this period, we were able to identify four rooms of a building, as well as a water
channel and a path. Shah Tappeh has yielded similar remains. The foundations of these walls reach
some20-30cm below the building’s floor level. A few of the mud bricks in the walls carry human finger
imprints. Some burials are located underneath the floor of the rooms, and they contain grave goods.

Nargess Tappeh 3b dates, on the basis of the artefactual evidence, to the Middle Bronze Age.
We can subdivide Nargess Tappeh 3b into two phases, the first, is marked by simple grey pottery,
small and slightly angular bottles. These forms correspond to objects from Shah Tappeh 2b and
Prkhay 2.

Finds from the second phase included rostral pipe pots, bowls, some remarkable bronze objects,
such as an animal effigy, a miniature axe and a hairpin. They find parallels at Shah Tappeh 2a,
Namazgah 5, Altin Tappeh 1-3 and in some part of Anoui 3.

Most of the intact objects found were associated with burials of this period.

Nargess Tappeh 3a corresponds to thé'Late Bronze Age. Ceramic objects of this period tended
to be dark red. Overall, the quantity of objects from Nargess Tappeh 3a was low. This phase is
contemporary to Tappeh Hesar 3¢ and Namazgah 6. Jugs feature prominently in the assemblage.

It seems Nargess Tappeh was abandoned early in the Late Bronze Age. The reasons are not
yet clear; as many sites in the Central Plateau were abandoned in this period, it is possible that
environmental changes may have played a part. The chronology of the occupation of Pokerswall,
east of Gorgan, for example is strikingly similar. After having been abandoned for more than a
millennium, it was re-occupied around 800/550 BC. At Nargess Tappeh artefacts of Iron Age 3-4
attests renewed activity starting at a similar date. The key artefacts for these phases include the
following;:

A) Iron Age 3:
1) Reddish orange pottery, notably plates, Kazans and jugs.
2) Brown coarse pottery, notably lids, jugs, cooking pots, the remains of water drawers and
mortars.
3) Miniature model vessels, e.g. bowls and jugs
4) Animal figurines of cattle

B) Iron Age 3-4:
Vessels of this category were produced continuously in both phases, Iron Age 3 and Iron Age 4.

The examples are Aroui pots with flame decoration. They include bowls, jars and Khazans.
They are also known as «patched pottery» or «Awaii pottery».

There are parallels at Tureng Tappeh 5b and Yarim Tappeh 3-4.

C) Iron Age 4:

Typical vessels of this phase can be summarised as follows:

1) Grey and black pottery, notably bowls, jars, angular and narrow vessels and jugs with handles.
Parallels are known from Tureng Tappeh 5b, Merv and Qumis.

2) Brownish red potteries, including water containers, pots and jugs. Vessels of this category
have also been found at Tappeh Narishan near Damghan.

3) Red pottery shows the greatest diversity of vessel types, such as cups, pots, bowls and
basins.

4) One find in particular is worth noting: a red ware sherd with a drawing of a horse. The horse
is depicted without a saddle. It probably represents a cavalry horse with heavy armour,



Abstract

Nargess Tappeh is in the area of Gorgan Airport, 7 km north of Gorgan and 35km east of the Caspian
Sea. The ancient site of Tureng Tappeh is 17 km northeast of Nargess Tappeh, Shah Tappeh is 6
km northwest of it.

The first to identify Nargess Tappeh was Professor Shyvmy (the director of the archaeological
expedition of Japan’s Hiroshima University), in 1974. In 2003 a small survey was carried out. A
second season followed in 2005. The aim of our fieldwork was to conduct rescue excavations in
the path of the airport’s southern runway. Via barriers, we sought to protect the ancient settlement
mound and to preserve it in situ. Overall, we excavated no less than 27 large and two small trenches,
covering 2,700 square metres in total.

Our main discoveries included remains of residential buildings, several kilns, a rich pottery
assemblage, metal objects, bone tools, glass beads and other artefacts, as well as human burials.
Archaeological studies, in conjunction with radiocarbon dates for bone samples revealed that the
site has been occupied during the following periods: the Neolithic, the Chalcolithic, throughout the
Bronze Age, Iron Age 3-4 and the Islamic period. We subdivided these periods into four phases,
Nargess Tappeh 1-4.

The high water table proved, however, to be a major obstacle in exploring layers underneath our
earliest context (J23); the archaeological team at Tureng Tappeh encountered similar problems. The
most ancient finds from Tureng Tappeh 4 belong to the transition from the Neolithic to the Early
Chalcolithic. The most significant finds from this period were grey pottery with plant decoration,
poorly fired yellow pottery with some geometric decoration, notably triangles and squares. Similar
finds have been reported from Nargess Tappeh 4 (thus likely to date to a similar period) and
Tureng Tappeh 2 in the Gorgan Plain, Tappeh Hesar 1c on the Iranian Central Plateau and Tappeh
Namazgah 3 and Altin Tappeh 9-14 in southern Turkmenistan.

Nargess Tappeh 4c belongs to the Early Bronze Age, characterised by the disappearance of
yellowish pottery and the introduction of shiny grey or black pottery. The assemblage contains
bowls of various forms (hemispherical, conical and angular), containers for liquids, bottles, large



Cover Design: (English Part): Narges Tappeh, Period II, Pottery fragment, Horse with engraved
decoration (Figs. 339-340 (in chapter 9))
Cover Design:(Persian Part): Figurine-of goat, Middle Bronze Age (Figs 160 &161 (in chapter 7))
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