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gion enjoyed internal autonomy, and the flourishing culture and art that
reached its zenith at the end of the second millennium and the opening
centuries of the first millennium B.C., continued in a placid settings in
this period. However, by the Parthian and particularly Sassanian periods,
which marked the increased presence of the central government in the re-
gion, several Parthian and Sassanian burial sites and their familiar artistic
symbols emerged across the region, a trend that continued up to the end
of the Sassanian rule in Iran. However, when the basic subsistence pattern
shifted from herding along with limited farming to farming along with
limited herding, the inhabitants naturally started to move from highlands
to plains, thus the formation of sedentary settlements. Consequently, the
culture and artistic traditions of the region underwent substantial changes
which are beyond the scope of the present volume and require independ-
ent researches.
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B.C., a period that was accompanied with advanced technology in produc-
tion of various artifactual categories and generation of wealth. However,
the situation in the polities on both sides of the Sefid Rud valley was totally
different from the rest. Firstly, the deposits accumulated along the copious
Sefid Rud river over a long time as a result of its annual floods created a
landscape suitable for cultivating different types of plants, particularly the
strategic crops, and the indigenous people, apart from herding that un-
derpinned the local subsistence economy, were blessed with arable lands
that furnished them with surplus crops; export of these brought consider-
able wealth for them. Secondly, since the Sefid Rud valley served as an easy
medium for mutual interactions between Gilan and the Iranian plateau,
it became a major center for trade‘and absorption of capital. These trade
contacts are clearly reflected>in the arts of the polities on the Sefid Rud,
including Marlik, Nesfi; Estalkh Jan, Shahran, Kaluraz, Juban and She-
mam. And, due to this very fact we occasionally encounter the penetration
or presence of the powerful neighboring states in the region in spite of
the fact that it was impenetrable by the Caspian Sea to the north and the
lofty Alborz Mountains to the south as well as dense forests. Because, ac-
cording to the historical evidence, since mid-second millennium B.C., or
the “dawn of Iron Age,” as a result of decline or political power of different
tribes, particularly in western and northwestern Iran, confederations were
established, a fact that would have created a situation in which formation
of alliances of different tribes against others influenced the region. The dis-
covered inscriptions, in particular those of the Mannaeans and Urartians
in the areas lying to the west of Gilan, among them Nashteban, Razliq and
Seqindel, testifies to this fact. And, the presence of Scythian tribes in the
north influenced this cultural and artistic interface through, albeit limited,
contacts. As a consequence, despite the natural settings of the Gilan re-
gion, it is quite clear that there existed at least limited interactions with the
Iranian plateau and Caucasia, which acted as another sources of inspira-
tions for the artworks of the region. For instance, lion, palm and double-
headed monster are themes attested in the traditions of the tribes that oc-
cupied south and northwest Iran, a fact that clearly demonstrates that the
cultural and artistic themes of the Gilan region can only be scientifically
explored if the cultural and artistic relics of the mentioned regions are seri-
ously taken into account. Taking this view, the Gilan region is believed to
have witnessed the golden age of its culture and art between 1300 and 8oo
B.C. (Iron I and II), and enjoyed total independence during these periods,
and was more inspired by the traditions of the neighboring regions than
exerting influence on them.

Similarly, little is known about the culture and art of Gilan in the lat-
ter half of the first millennium B.C. However, what is suggested by the
available archaeological evidence and the historical sources is that the re-
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man from the Paleolithic era onward. This theory is harmonious with the
view maintained by others scholars such as Pour Davoud and S. Kroll. In
this regard, Pour Davoud believes that “Northern Iran, particularly Gilan
and Mazandaran regions, was occupied according to the religious history
of Iran by the demons in that the regions were settled prior to the Iranians’
migration by some non-Iranian tribes who did not believe in Zoroastrian-
ism and deemed the Iranians as unfaithfuls and disciples of the devil...”
(Pour Davoud, Avesta, p. 47). And, Kroll contends the Gilan region was
settled prior to the Iron Age (1500 B.C.) by some nomadic groups that were
at the first stages of civilization. The Caspian Sea to the north and the lofty
Alborz Mountains to the south prevented these groups from establishing
contacts with the éontemporary major centers of the Middle East and the
Iranian plateau. Though being attractive, we still lack the much required
archaeological datato corroborate these theories: firstly, no Bronze Age or
earlier sites:have so far been excavated in the region to shed light on the
state of the regional cultural developments prior to the Iron Age; secondly,
the available pottery database is far too limited compared to the situation
in the Iranian plateau in that no painted red or cream wares of the pre-
Iron Age has yet been recorded in the region. And, investigations into the
early settlements by foreign scholars such as those by the Japanese and
Korean expeditions in some mountainous areas that report existence there
of remains of the Neolithic and Paleolithic era in the province are in their
infancy at the moment and their proposed theories will not be substanti-
ated in the near future. In view of this, we believe that the region under
discussion hosted transhumant communities who lived in small groups
and mainly followed their herds over the pastures, and their economy re-
lied on animal products. And, since they were constantly moving from one
place to another they did not leave back discernible remains of themselves
that can be subjected to modern archaeological investigations. However,
the “Iranians” who had their origin in the northern regions and entered
the Iranian plateau though Caucasian passes at the dawn of the Iron Age
are believed to have spent a while in the western part of the region, and
later penetrated the forested slopes of northwestern Alborz and defeated
the indigenous occupants and began to settle in a wider part of it, which
resulted in emergence of gray ware ceramics, using horse for riding and
fighting, development of public extramural cemeteries, production of Iron
artifacts, etc., features that are totally absent from the pre-Iron deposits
of the region. Settled in different parts of the province and particularly
concentrated in forested mountainous areas—because of their favorable
settings for subsistence—they gradually established multiple polities, the
remains of which in the form of small and large cemeteries across the prov-
ince have nowadays enabled archaeological studies. Gilan appears to have
experienced the climax of its flourishing civilization between 1350 and 1300
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of the Iron Age. Indeed, the most prevalent form favored by the goldsmith
artisans was the pomegranate that was used in the earrings. Because of the
abundant pomegranate trees in the region and the particularly interesting
shape of its fruit, pomegranate could have inspired the artisans who made
these earrings. Very striking examples of related objects come from Rud-
bar, in particular Marlik, Kaluraz, Shemam and Juban, and from Ammarlu.
[llustrations of a number of these earrings are given in the present volume.

At any rate, golden and silver vessels and personal ornaments are not
rare in the Iron Age assemblages from Gilan, but the existing restrictions
hamper examination of all the known examples. However, we attempted to
introduce these vessels and:personal ornaments through publishing typi-
cal and representative examples of €éach category along with related illus-
trations (Figs. 136-155).

It seems that several local polities emerged throughout Gilan at the dawn
of the Iron Age. The advance economies of these polities in turn resulted in
formation within the geographical confines of the region of an art tradition
that was inspired by the surrounding environment and combined with the
traditions of the neighboring regions to produce a local tradition that trig-
gered artistic works that flourished undisputedly in the second half of the
second millennium B.C. and throughout the Iron Age.

Conclusion

In several chapters of the present volume, we discussed in full details, as
far as the available data permitted, the different aspects of the civilization
in Gilan region, which together offer a, though less clear, picture of the re-
gional cultural structures. In this context, the state of human settlements
in the region, one of the underlying issues in its history of cultural develop-
ment, is not so clear in that excavations and archaeological investigations
carried out to lay bare the nature of the regional settlements prior to the
Iron Age still await publication. This in turn has led some scholars and
archaeologists to advance theories on this subject, some of which, though
admittedly not backed by conclusive and clear evidence, are particularly
interesting. In particular, discovery of remains belonging to the Caspian
Sea in the Gilan highlands led some scholars to take the view that the re-
gion was occupied for the first time once the inland sea dried up between
over 15000 to 7000 years ago, because as a result of warmer climate and
declined water level the mountains and uplands that once lay under water
were exposed and the abundant precipitations and adequate moisture set
the stage for the growth of different floral genesis on the slopes. This situ-
ation in turn naturally created a favorable habitat for animals and birds.
Abundant food resources in the form of wild fruits in forests, wild animals
for hunting, seeds of wild plaints, etc. paved the way for human settle-
ments in the region. Taking this view, Gilan must have been settled by hu-
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pattern, and the body reveals a human figure with a pointed hat, a short-
sleeved shirt and a shawl around the waist. He has his arms straight out at
his sides and is griping throats of two standing roaring lions. The lions are
also attacking him with their forelegs, but the man has subdued them on
the strength of his power. On the other side of the vessel there is a tree with
thick branches. An ibex with strong back-turned horns has its forelegs on
the tree and is grazing. The entire body of the ibex is covered in engraved
motifs representing body hair (Fig. 133; P1. 78).

The treasury of the Iranian national museum also hosts an unprov-
enanced cup from “Amlash” (with registration number 10836) with an
everted rim and a flat base. Here again are depicted two ibexes moving to
the left and having a big, strong horn and a muscular body. Body hairs are
indicated with engraved'lines. Against the ibexes stands a hunter who has
put his left leg forward and is pulling the bow with his right hand. At his
back there isa quiver with some arrows in it. Before the hunter is a running
animal, but the wearing makes identification of its genus impossible. The
base of the vessel is slightly concave and is decorated with a rosette with
sixteen petals in an attempt to add diversity to the otherwise dull base (Fig
34; Pl. 79).

A number of silver cups are also known from Ammarlu which show in-
triguing decorations. One is an open-mouth vessel resembling a goblet
with a flat base on it. A chain pattern decorates the space below the rim. On
the body two symmetric motifs, each composed of a palm tree with dense
branches, were rendered. Two gazelles on the sides have put their forelegs
on another gazelle’s back and have lowered the branches of the tree to eat
from them. The gazelles have upright horns, the entire surface of which
is decorated with horizontal circular lines, except their tips. The animals
have short tails and very delicate limbs. The vessel (Fig. 135; Pl. 80) is cur-
rently sitting in the treasury of the Iranian National Museum (registration
number 4362).

Apart from the elite vessels recovered from the cemeteries across the
province, a wide range of personal ornaments and jewelry, such as brace-
lets and earrings, have been discovered primarily in female burials, which
represent masterpieces owing to their intricate design and fine produc-
tion. For example, the agate or ruby signets of some of the finger rings dis-
play engraved miniature figures of animals, birds or humans which only
measure some millimeters. On the other hand, most of the golden or silver
bracelets decorated with animal heads such as lion, bull, gazelle, snake,
etc. are keenly alive at the same time of being extremely simple and plain.
Of these, the golden earrings are particularly interesting in that, besides
the figurines of various animals and birds, they also bear designs such as
chain or cord patternsand include very narrow wires in different shapes, all
attesting to the advanced goldsmith industry of the region at the beginning
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miliar with the mentioned mythological themes from the works of other
peoples such as Mannaeans, Urartians, Assyrians, etc. Recent excavations
in Talesh yielded a golden cup in a dolmen type grave at Tul-e Gilan. It cup
lacks the figural representations that are seen on Marlik and Ammarlu as
well as those attributed to Amlash as its entire body is covered by vertical
bands separated with rows of engraved circles. However, since the grave
among other things contained a bronze bracelet securely datable to the
reign of Argishti or Sarduri II based on its inscription in Urartian cunei-
form, the whole burial gifts were dated to the eighth century B.C. (Fig. 131).
On the other hand, because some other objects, in particular the personal
ornaments, are comparable to the material from Marlik, it is possible to
similarly date parts of the finds from-Marlik, Ammarlu, Kaluraz, etc. to the
opening centuries of the first milléennium B.C. (Iron II).

In parallel with gold cups;excavated cemeteries also contained unique
silver vessels that sometimes represent artistic masterpieces. Inasmuch as
silver decays over time and the regional climate must have accelerated the
decaying process, many of the silver vessels that were not thick enough
had regrettably undergone considerable decay and damages. However, the
intact examples, like the golden vessels, reflect an elite art tradition.

Of the excavated silver vessels from Marlik is one in the shape of a teapot
with a bulgy, carinated body, a closed mouth and a pouring spout, from the
neck of which start parallel engraved decorations. The form of the vessel
was borrowed from the migrating birds. Below the rim there is a chain pat-
tern rendered in gold, and the body exhibits highly elaborate mythological
motifs. Below the spout are depicted two small opposing vultures worked
in gold. On the body are seen figures of three monsters that have feet of
a vulture or eagle, an upraised tail, and outspread wings as well as a hu-
man upper body with double heads turned to either side. With their hands
straight out at the sides the monsters hold in the air two other mythological
creatures that have lion tails and feet and human faces with straight hairs
and back-turned wings. Between the monsters under discussion is seen a
human figure that wears a short garment resembling a skirt, and carries a
hunted animal over his shoulder. Since the wheel motif is generally ren-
dered on the hips of the lions, and the same motif is seen on the hip of the
hunted animal, this can probably be a lion as well. The upper part of the
vessel shows a procession of four lions with strong limbs and long tails that
are striding to the right. These lions similarly carry an animal, presumably
abull ora gazelle, in their mouth. The weak and desperate states are clearly
rendered in the face of the hunted animal. The vessel (Fig. 132; PL. 77) is
likewise kept in the Iranian National Museum (registration number14703).

Another silver cup from Marlik in the Iranian National Museum (regis-
tration number 14834) similarly has an open mouth and a flat base. Given
its tapering body, the object was modeled as a goblet. The rim bears a chain



34 IGilaninthe Iron Agel mohammad reza khalatbarilal@

tional Museum and Rasht Museum, we also came across unique golden
objects from other parts of the province such as Ammarlu, Amlash, Kalu-
raz and Talesh, which share nearly identical attributes with the Marlik ob-
jects. It is our personal contention that the Marlik cups would have never
achieved their current fame, had these latter vessels been adequately pub-
lished by their excavators at the time of their discovery.

Of the golden cups alleged to come from Amlash that fall in the same
chronological horizon as Marlik gold vessels is the object kept in the Irani-
an National Museum (registration number 11362). This has an open mouth
and a flat base, with the rim of the base protruding from the body. This cup
again bears a band in the form of a chain pattern flanked with two upper
and lower registers of motifs. In the upper register four roaring lions are
depicted in relief. Each.dion is depicted on the back of a stag, scoring the
latter’s hip with itsipaws, and trying to bring the animal down with both
forelegs. The.heavy impact of the lion’s weight on the stag’s back is mas-
terly represented. The antlers have four branches, and the body hairs were
rendered by engraved patterns. The lions have long, upraised tails, and
the roaring expression was competently rendered in the face. An engraved
wheel motif was repeated on the hips of all the lions.

The lower register shows four striding human figures; three have braid-
ed hairs, while the fourth wears his straight hairs in a bun. All figures have a
crown on their heads and hold a branch of palm tree rising from a vase be-
fore their chests. They are wearing a skirt decorated with engraved oblique
patterns (Fig. 129; PL. 75).

Another cup from Ammarlu, again in the Iranian National Museum
(registration number 11365), has the usual open mouth and flat base as well
as a rim decorated with a chain pattern. Three registers of representations
decorate the vessel, which lacks the dividing band attested in the previous
examples. In the upper register five recumbent lions in relief are seen with
their forelegs projecting forward. They have human face with long beard
and a crown on the head. All the lions have upraised tails and their wings
resemble those of royal falcon. An engraved wheel motif is again seen on
their hips. They stride to the right on the vessel’s body. The middle register
similarly shows five lions with almost similar features. However, the wings
are different here, as are their faces and crowns. In the lower register five
identical lions were portrayed symmetrically; their forelegs and legs rest on
the braided chain pattern that decorates the edge of the base.

What we can explore in this short summary is the motifs and decora-
tions of the elite objects excavated from the sites under discussion, which
are different from the themes commonly used in the local art tradition.
These motifs and decorations undisputedly conjure up the traditions of
southern and northwestern regions borrowed by the local artisans and
employed on the artworks of the Gilan region, because we are already fa-
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tion number 14699), the vessel is among the fabulous gold cups from Iron
Age Gilan, which, as said, bears the worthy name “the beaker with the story
of life” (Fig. 126; Pl. 72).

Also in the Iranian National Museum (registration number 14811) is an-
other gold cup from Marlik, which again represents a masterpiece from
Iran I Gilan. This gold vessel has an everted rim. The mid-body is deco-
rated with two raised bands, between which a rope interlace was added.
Therefore, the body of the vessel is divided into two upper and lower sec-
tions. The upper half shows three griffin-lions in relief, with mane on the
head and weathers around the head and under the belly, and the terminal
part decorated with dotted lines. The feet and the tail, with its upraised
tip, are those of a lion. Solemn movement, style of the eyes and its open
beak endow the animal with a certain dignity and soberness. In the lower
half three winged bulls are depicted. Their body shows parallel dotted lines
representing hairs. The head faces front, horns are curved and ears are con-
tracted. In the space between the bulls is depicted a vase from which a pine
tree rises. The same motif surrounds the base of the vessel which shows a
central rosette with sixteen petals.

Also coming from Marlik is another splendid cup which is thicker than
the other known examples from the region. Stored at the Iranian National
Museum (registration number 4698), it has an open mouth and a flat base.
The rim is flanked by a chain design and the mid-body bears a horizontal
chain band that divides it into two sections. The upper section exhibits a
procession of three horses moving to the right. With their curved, long
necks, these animals display a gesture of insolence and rebellion. The left
foreleg and the right leg project forward, while the right foreleg and the
left leg extend out to the back. The animals have forehead hairs, mane
and pointed tails as well as other decorations on their back and over their
knees. Six repoussé rosettes fill the space above the horses. The lower sec-
tion bears figures of three horses with similar features as those in upper
section; they are seen walking to the left. The horses have their feet planted
on the chain pattern of the lower section. Here three rosettes each with
eight petals were rendered in relief to fill the empty space between the
motifs. The base shows highly elaborate designs within the medallion with
geometric motifs (Fig. 127; Pl. 73).

As already said, other gold bowls each displaying unique attributes have
been recovered at Marlik (Fig. 128; Pl. 74). Though describing the whole
sample is far beyond the scope of this, we will try to present a general pic-
ture of the characteristics of the elite vessels of Iron Age Gilan through
explaining the aesthetic aspects of a small selection of them. Marlik gold
cups are closely related in artistic attributes to the Mannaean, especially
Hasanlu Bowl, and Assyrian artworks. This in turn is suggestive of cultural,
trade and political interactions with the latter regions. At the Iranian Na-
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fall in the simple category (Figs. 124-125). Some examples from Luristan
bear decorations on their body in the form of heads of mythological ani-
mals. These are considered to be local productions based on the particular
attributes of the Luristan bronzes. Apart from bit and occasional breast-
plates, the excavations have not yielded considerable individual finds of
other types of horse trappings. In this context, representations on the Pa-
zyryk carpet and horses depicted on the pottery or other elite vessels fur-
nish information which requires several independent investigations. It is
noteworthy that only at Hasanlu a number of horseshoes were excavated,
and no other contemporary sites have so far produced horseshoes.

3. Gold and Silver Elite Vessels and Jewelry

Gold and silver cupsémbellished with floral, animal, human and mytho-
logical themes have been discovered ata number of Iron Age sites in Gilan,
including Marlik, Kaluraz, Rashi, Ammarlu and Talesh. By virtue of their
extraordinary level of craftsmanship and dexterity, some of these vessels
must take their place among the masterpieces of the ancient art.

The assemblage of Iron I and II finds from Marlik contains 15 gold ves-
sels each exhibiting a varying degree of aesthetic values. Of these two are
undecorated, two bear simple motifs in the form of dotted lines, and three
show simple designs in the form of engraved undulating lines; eight vessels
are adorned with highly elaborate decorations that place them among the
artistic masterpieces. Only a small sample of these vessels will be described
here due to the limited available space, but attempts have been made to
introduce the examples that come from key Iron Age sites so as to provide
a basis for evaluating the other excavated elite vessels from contemporary
deposits.

A very fascinating object excavated at Marlik is a cup described by the
excavator as “the beaker with the story of life.” This gold cup bears four reg-
isters of floral and animal motifs that reflect extremely high degree of ex-
pertise of the local artisans. In the upper register, pairs of vultures are seen
tearing apart a fallen gazelle. The feathers, tails, claws and heads of the
scavengers are rendered in relief, as is the case with fallen gazelle. Above
the vultures a palm tree exists, next to which a squatting animal—probably
a monkey—is eating from its fruits. The vultures are separated from the
lower register by three birds that are depicted flying from right to left. The
second register shows a row of six animals—presumably bears—striding
to the left. The relief work and the body hair were very masterly rendered.
In the third register six repoussé goats are portrayed standing in groups
of two, eating leafs of the palm. The lowest, fourth register displays five
ewes that are suckling their lambs. The mother with her head turned in
reverse is licking the lamb. The base of the vessel is also decorated with a
checkerboard motif. Now kept in the Iranian National Museum (registra-
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portant, and very fabulous examples of them have been recorded in female
burials. Bronze earrings, similar to golden and silver examples from Gilan
uplands, may take the form of twisted wires, a cluster of three or four tubes
suspended from the ring, pomegranate cluster, etc. However, these types
do not show considerable variation in their forms compared to the gold
and silver earrings. Plain examples consisting of small rings with different
applied decorations predominate. This particular type is not only known
from Gilan cemeteries but also comes from a majority of the Iron Age sites
in the west and northwest Iran as well as the Iranian plateau (Figs. 18-120;
Pls. 67-69).

2.3.3. Mirrors

Archaeological data suggests thatthe ancient men and women were par-
ticularly concerned about theif‘appearance. The reason could have been
the attempt to attract men; in the case of women, and to engender fear in
the hearts of their enféemies, in the case of men. Of the tools used in this
regard were bronze mirrors consisting of a handle and a plate. Their wide
plate, in varying dimensions, reflected the picture provided that it was pol-
ished. Some of the recovered mirrors display artistic aspects. In particular,
in some cases the handle includes animal heads such as gazelle, tiger and
lion or small bird figurines. Excavations at Kaluraz, Tul-e Gilan and Mar-
ian produced mirrors which were presumably wrapped in a piece of textile
before being deposited in the grave since traces of decayed textiles were
discernible throughout their surfaces. Other than bronze mirrors, the as-
semblages from these excavations also contain other personal implements
such as hair binders, nail cleaners, etc., which hint at the attention the local
inhabitants paid for their appearance and tidiness (Figs 121-123; Pls. 70-71).

2.4. Horse Trappings

Archaeological field works so far carried out in the Iron Age deposits in
Gilan, in particular at Marlik, Jalalieh, Marian and Kuramaru, have record-
ed a number of horse burials which were interred in a separate grave next
to their owners. Also, some elite vessels, especially from Marlik, Ammarlu
and Rashi, preserve horse representations, all attesting to the significant
role this animal played in the life of the Iron Age settlers of the region.

The horse trapping sample includes horse bits comparable to related
objects from other regions, in particular northwestern and western Iran as
well as Luristan.

Ahorse bit is made up of a simple rod and a number of rings. The central
rod was placed in horse’s mouth and enabled the rider to control its moves.
Both ends of this central rod were in the shape of a ring to which leather
straps were fastened. Horse bits generally come in two plain and decorated
categories. The majority of the bits from northwestern and western Iran
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ornaments and jewelry. However, not all the social classes afforded wear-
ing these inexpensive ornaments. As a result, bronze still remained the
prevailing metal at all sites dating to Iron I and II periods, and was used in
a wide variety of personal ornaments and cosmetic tools such as bracelets,
earrings, fillets, mirrors, etc. The plethora of bronze ornaments excavated
from Gilan generally fall in two simple and decorated classes. In the simple
class, the desired forms were made using wide or square twisted strips or
in the form of chain and desired designs were formed through twisting and
coiling in different ways. While in the decorated class various applied or
chased motifs were added, mainly including animal, floral and sometimes
mythological themes. A particular type or personal ornaments is known
from Gilan in‘which different metal parts were soldered to create the de-
sired form and then required decorations were added.

As regards thepersonal ornaments, besides the use of animal figurines
particularlyin bracelets, some objects typologically exhibit particular local
attributes that support their local production; such as pomegranate clus-
ter earrings which come from Rudbar region, most particularly Sefid Rud
area. A small selection of the available related objects is described below to
outline the general attributes of the bronze personal ornaments.

2.3.1. Bracelets

Among the bronze ornaments bracelets are particularly important. Ex-
amples of bronze bracelets from Iron I and early first millennium B.C. were
recovered at Gilan; some present a high quality of craftsmanship, despite
being simple. Of the most striking examples are those with a round body,
with both ends terminating asanimals such as snake, ram, lion, gazelle, etc.
These bracelets often have a body decorated with geometric patterns such
as engraved parallel horizontal lines, zigzags and applied motifs. Examples
decorated with snake heads predominate. This might reflect the prevailing
general culture that regarded snake as the symbol of abundance, welfare
and blessing because, besides bracelets, the motif is also found on pottery
and ritual vessels of precious metals (Figs. 111-113). Apart from snake, heads
of snarling lions or gazelle and goat are fairly common on bracelets from
Iron Age contexts in Gilan. Also, interesting bronze bracelets have been
excavated in Gilan, in which both ends are plain while the body tends to
be round in cross-section and bears decorations in the form of zigzags,
concentric circles, parallel lines or applied geometric decorations. Related
materials come from Iron I and II levels at such sites as Marlik, Kaluraz,
Juban, Ghalekuti, Jamshid Abad, Marian and Tomajan as well as Khurvin,
Gheytarieh, Pishva of Varamin, etc. (Figs. 14-117).

2.3.2. Earrings
In the assemblages of personal ornaments, earrings are particularly im-
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sented at Marlik, Amlash, Ammarlu, Luristan and Sialk B, and appears to
have been produced in general in the late Iron I and throughout Iron II

(Tala'i 1374/1995).

2.2.6. Maceheads

Little is known about the function of maceheads since they have never
been focus of a serious analysis. However, the fact that different types of
stone maceheads were produced and used long before the bronze exam-
ples emerged reveals extended history of application of this weapon by dif-
ferent societies. In Iran, stone maceheads were recovered in levels IV-II at
Tepe Giyan. A central hole running down the middle or the end of the mac-
ehead, which once hosted a shaft, suggesting presence of a handle, proves
that these objects served as a weapon or a marker of ethnic or personal
identity. Though metal variant is known from deposits dating to as early
as third millennium at Tépe Hissar, Damghan, by mid-second millennium
B.C., i.e. “the dawn of the Iron Age,” a wide variety of bronze maceheads
occur at Gilan, in particular Marlik and Kaluraz. The bronze maceheads in
different shapes were cast as single unit, and different on their body bear
witness to their application in military purposes. The use of particular ele-
ments on some maceheads reveals that the artisan, alongside with their
main function, was also mindful of decorative and entertainment aspects
in their production; e.g. bronze maceheads ornamented with animal or
human figurines. A striking example comes from Marlik. Around its body,
this cylindrical macehead has nine projecting human heads, represented
by full details (Negahban 1996, pl. 17: 639). The delicate nature of the
heads and the colorful inlays set into the eye sockets suggest a function
other than military use. Though the exact function still eludes us, it is prob-
able that these latter examples served ceremonial purposes or were ethnic
symbols. However, the exact function must be left for further comprehen-
sive research (Figs. 109-110; Pls. 65-66). From Gilan are reported bronze
egg-shaped maceheads. Their three identical repoussé human faces were
added to their body. As stated, these particular types could have served a
ritual purpose.

2.3. Jewelry and Personal Ornaments

Discovery of bronze during the urbanization period precipitated enor-
mous developments in production of weaponry, hunting tools and other
vessels. However, bronze was also used to manufacture a wide variety of
jewelry and personal ornaments, thanks to its metallic lustre. Therefore,
by the end of the late Bronze Age and at the beginning of the Iron Age
over go percent of these objects were made of bronze, and it is only at the
inception of the Iron Age that, along with bronze, the precious metals,
gold and silver, began to be used abundantly in manufacturing personal
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enanced examples are also said to come from Amlash. It appears that this
type became more common since early centuries of first millennium B.C.,
i.e. Iron II. These quadrangular examples were presumably evolved into
the trilobite category, which generally came into common usage in Iron III
and remained in use during the later periods (Figs. 89-105; pls. 51-61).

2.2.5. Axe

Axes were used in both battle field and everyday life. Fabulous axes are
known from western Iran particularly Luristan that derive from both exca-
vations and plunder. They certainly date to the late Bronze and beginning
of the early Iron Age. Because of their long history of production and use,
bronze axes cannot be readily dated. The most attractive axe type concerns
the examples'with a wide blade and curved body; the hole is surrounded
by short blades that some terminate as mythological animal figurines. This
type is less known from northern Iran. Striking examples are reported
from Elam and Luristan (Fig. 106; Pl. 62), which mainly date to Iron I and
again come from scientific and clandestine excavations. This should not go
unmentioned that a number of latter axes bear short inscriptions on the
blade or other parts, which are extremely helpful in dating these and other
related objects. A date in about twelfth to tenth centuries B.C,, i.e. Iron I,
has been suggested for this axe type.

On the northern slopes of the Alborz Mountains, in general, and at Mar-
lik, in particular, a diagnostic axe type was discovered. Related examples
are attested at sites such as Khurvin and in western areas. However, the
Marlik axe underpins the chronology of the type under discussion. These
axes have a slender, elongated blade, the base of which is surrounded by
serrations in varying numbers in different examples. Inasmuch as the anal-
ysis of other materials from Marlik, in particular the golden and silver cups
as well as personal ornaments, suggests a date in late second millennium
B.C. and Iron I, this may also apply to the excavated axes. Therefore, they
can be dated to the twelfth to tenth centuries B.C.

Another type is known from Gilan with a wide and short blade and a
crescent-shaped edge cast as single unit with the hole. The hole is oval in
section, and in some cases still contains traces of wood and the textile that
helped secure the handle (Fig. 107; Pl. 63). A related example comes from
excavation at the Asb Saray cemetery in Talesh. Applied “+” motifs decorate
the body and the hole, and applied dots that are seen at their joint might
be the signature of the artisan or the owner of the object. This particular
example was dated to Iron I on the basis of the associated material culture
excavated at this cemetery (Fig. 108; Pl. 64).

Still another axe type recovered in Gilan, like a hammer, has two cutting
blades in horizontal and vertical directions, and the oval or round hole has
a collar that protrudes from the blade body. This particular type is repre-
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usually consists of two essential parts: shaft and blade. The blade gener-
ally includes central lengthwise ridges running down the tip, which are
presumed to have played a major role in the strength and efficacy of the
spearhead. A special spearhead type is known from Tomajan, Ghalekuti
and Marlik which has a large blade with a central ridge and a narrow round
or square shaft, the end of which was curved in order to be set within the
wooden shaft. A date in the early Iron Age is suggested for this type.

Excavations in Talesh by the present author in the recent decade have
yielded spearheads with a wide, long blade showing a lengthwise central
ridge. On both sides of the edge of their socketed shafts was a hole to fix
the wooden shaft (Figs. 87288). Related objects are known from other sites,
including Marlik, Kaluraz and-Tomajan. This type appears to have been
particularly popular in early first millennium B.C. Of the typical examples
of the spearheads excavated in Talesh is the type in which the entire object
was cast as single unit and has a leaf-shaped slender blade with two or
three central ridges and a socketed shaft, in which traces of wood were still
visible. Textile was used to help secure the wooden shaft within the socket.
This type is recorded at Kaluraz, Marian and Tul-e Gilan and is securely
dated to eighth and seventh centuries B.C.

2.2.4. Arrowheads

Present in the collections of small finds from Iron Age Gilan is a wide va-
riety of arrowheads in different shapes, size and dimensions, each of which
served a certain function. However, all examples consist of a blade in a va-
riety of forms and a tang, which were again cast as one piece. The tang was
inserted into the narrow, straight wooden arrow shaft to be launched from
bows. From the end of the late Bronze to the early centuries of the first mil-
lennium B.C., arrowheads were mainly made of bronze; in later periods,
iron arrowheads also emerged.

Arrowhead is a frequent find in the majority of Iron Age deposits. From
such sites as Marlik, Kaluraz, Marin and Tul-e Gilan come arrowheads with
trilobite, quadrangular, and simple blades in different sizes, the diverse
morphology and dimensions of which reflect their specialized functions.

Among the characteristic recovered bronze arrowheads is a type with
a long tang and a triangular slender blade on which a ridge extends down
the tip to boost its strength. In some cases an outward extension at mid-
blade or at the tip of the wide, angular blade hints at the fatal nature of
the weapon, since once stuck in it would be difficult to remove it. This
type remained in use throughout the Iron Age. Though one cannot readily
date the different types of arrowheads from the Iron Age, the quadran-
gular examples, formed from cross-section of square blades and having
long points, make up a diagnostic type that is attested at major Iron Age
sites of Gilan, among them Mariam, Marlik and Deilaman; some unprov-
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the most diagnostic dagger types from Gilan is one with a long triangular
blade, at the middle of which parallel grooves continue down the tip. Given
the particular design of the hilt, it appears to have had a finger grip to en-
sure firm grasp. The pommel is crescent-shaped. Related daggers were also
recovered at Marlik, and excavations led by the present author in Talesh
also produced similar objects. In addition, some unprovenanced examples
were attributed to Amlash.

A common dagger type in Gilan has a horizontal oblong pommel, a short
hilt with a finger grip, and an angular wide triangular blade with a central
ridge running down the tip. Marlik and Kaluraz as well as the sites in the
Talesh region, all dating to Iron I, have produced related objects, though
with a more slender blade which has a raised crescent motif at the joint of
the hilt and the blade.

Daggers with a pommel in the shape of a reel, a short and round hilt
and a slender blade with the hilt separated from the blade by a horizontal
raised band also come from the Iron Age sites of Gilan and are paralleled at
other contemporaneous sites (Figs. 78-86).

A typical dagger type that prevailed in Gilan during Iron Age is known
as “elephant ear type.” The pommel takes the form of a small bronze sheet
that protrudes from both sides of the hilt, with the resulting protrusions
resembling ears. The blade and the hilt were cast as single piece, and some
examples are bimetallic (generally with bronze hilt and iron blade). The
latter category is known from Iron I deposits. Such daggers show a wider
distribution in the Talesh and Hasanlu regions as well as Caucasia.

The simplest type of daggers from Iron Age levels in Gilan has a thin,
wide hilt with two perforations at its end. Cast as single piece, the hilt cer-
tainly had a sort of cover made of wood, bone or any other stiff material
that had perished over time. Some examples have a wide blade, and the
junction between the blade and hilt is angular; a central ridge continues
down the tip. The structure of this particular dagger type hasa long history
in that its production had already begun as early as third millennium at
the majority of the contemporary sites. From later Iron II and III phases,
the iron variant of this type is known at several contemporary sites. As per
the above, it appears that daggers, due to their multiple functions, were
produced in considerably different types in northern slopes of the Alborz
Mountains, and some varieties even continued up to the end of Iron Il and
into the Achaemenian period.

2.2.3. Spearheads

Spearheads comprise a main part of the weaponry category. Whether
they solely served military purposes or were also used in hunting and fish-
ing is unknown to us. The bronze spearheads were mainly cast as single
piece, and their structure sometimes displays unique features. A spearhead
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parallel or zigzag lines. The grip in this type is narrow and square in sec-
tion, and it was probably covered with a wooden or bone piece which was
decomposed over the time as a result of the wet regional climate. The blade
is likewise narrow and long and is attached to the angular, vertical end of
the grip. In some cases, two or three parallel ridges run down the tip at the
center of the blade.

Other common sword type concerns the examples with a crescent-
shaped pommel and a round, short grip; these also probably once had a
sort of a bone, wooden or ivory cover that is missing now. Between the grip
and the blade is a wide, horizontal ridge to which the blade is attached. On
the blade, parallel grooves run’lengthwise from the beginning up to a short
distance from the tip (Figs. 74-76).

The most typical sword type from Iron I Gilan includes the examples
with a double axe atop the'grip or handle, cast as single piece with the latter.
The grip itself has a finger grip to provide a firm hold. Both sides of the grip
contain hollow spaces most probably to take wooden or bone inlays. In this
particular sword type, the grip and the blade are separated with a wide, hori-
zontal collar, to which the blade isattached. The long, wide blade in these ex-
amples has two or three raised central ribs, which run down the tip (Fig. 77).

The most common bronze sword type recovered in Iron I levels in Gi-
lan is the examples that have a conical pommel, a narrow round grip, and
a blade collar to which the blade is attached. The narrow grip raises the
possibility that the whole grip was once encased in a now missing wooden
or bone cover. This type has a narrow long blade, and some cases show
geometric decorations on the grip and incised and raised vertical ridges
over the blade. This category of Iron I swords remained in use in the later
phases, with the exception that they were manufactured as bimetal (iron
and bronze) weapons in Iron II and were made of iron in Iron III and the
Achaemenian period.

The Iron Age sites in Gilan have also yielded another sword type, which
is merely represented by some intact blades. Two perforations at the end of
the blade indicate that it was fastened to a grip that is now missing. This par-
ticular type is among the simple swords that were produced in the Iron Age.

2.2.2. Daggers

Like swords, a dagger iscomposed of two parts: hiltand blade. It isshorter
than a sword and longer than a dirk. The dagger assemblage from Iron Age
deposits of Gilan displays a wide typological variation. Apart from their
variegated morphology, each of these served a certain function. Analysis
of excavated daggers from Gilan, in particular Marlik, Kaluraz and Talesh
as well as unprovenanced objects said to come from Amlash suggest their
casting as a single piece regardless of their form. There are other examples
where the hilt and blade were molded separately and then attached. Of
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humped bull, stag, horse, ibex, leopard and boar, displaying a high degree
of expertise in their proportion and rendering of different expressions and
attributes. Bird figurines, represented by far fewer examples compared to
human and animal categories, were used as decorative elements on a wide
range of vessels and personal ornaments (Figs. 63-73; Pls. 41-50).

2.2. Weapons

Weaponry accounts for a good part of the bronze assemblages. In par-
ticular, all metal weapons from Iron I levels (1500-1000 B.C.) were invari-
ably made of bronze, while iron was reserved for small ornaments and dec-
orative objects because of the limitations that existed then in its melting.
Consequently, bfonze is abundantly present in Iron I assemblages from
Gilan. However, in the opening centuries of the first millennium B.C. (Iron
II), the craftsmerbegan to utilize both iron and bronze in manufacturing a
single object. It could be argued that this innovation in producing bimetal
weaponry or hunting tools typifies the Iron II period. Studies on bronze
weapons suggest that almost the entire sample was produced through
molding technique, and some objects bear decorations which usually in-
clude geometric designs. Analysis of bronze weaponry shows some catego-
ries preserved their original form and structure for a long span of time,
thus making their dating rather difficult. The situation is further compli-
cated by the absence of epigraphic evidence from excavated sites, with the
exception of Marlik and Tul-e Gilan. The bronze weaponry sample mainly
includes swords, daggers, arrowheads, spearheads and maceheads. The
following lines will describe the general attributes of the bronze weapons
to pinpoint the properties characterizing each period.

2.2.1. Swords

As a cutting tool, a sword breaks down into two main parts of grip and
blade that are mainly cast as one unit. The excavated sword assemblage
from Iron I Gilan is much limited compared to the other weapon types
such as dagger and spearhead. This might have resulted from the particular
regional climate and also from the ways in which daggers were employed
as short and light daggers were by far more practical than swords given the
forested mountainous terrain of the region. This fact is also reflected in the
Assyrian sources that report their military campaigns east into western ar-
eas and northern slopes of the Alborz Mountains. They speak of peoples in
these regions who were armed with light spearheads and short daggers and
used them very competently. Despite the lower number of swords com-
pared to daggers, particular types of swords with unique characteristics are
known from Gilan. One intriguing type, generally known as “elephant ear
type,” has a flat plaque atop the grip, to the middle of which the latter is
attached. This part occasionally bears engraved decorations in the form of
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Because copper ore often contains impurities, and it was put within the
furnace together with some metals such as tin with a low melting point,
the admixture of copper and tin accidently resulted in generation of an
alloy which is known as bronze. This new alloy, comprised of 9o percent
copperand 10 percent tin, provided the early man with a novel metal which
was harder than copper and tin, and possessed a metallic lustre that en-
abled him to make most part of the tools required for working, fighting
and hunting as well as the substantial part of personal ornaments and cos-
metic tools. Through late fourth and early third millennium to the incep-
tion of the Iron Age (1500-1400 B.C.), bronze was the only prominent and
influential metal. Even in the later phases of the Iron Age it never lost its
prominence and wide application, despite the widespread use of Iron. All
or most excavated metal objects from Iron Age contexts, in particular Iron
I and II, are made of bronze,

Excavations in the [ron Age levels at the archeological sites in Gilan
have likewise produced a plethora of bronze objects which in terms of
production techniques introduce a particular style, thus termed as “Gilan
Bronzes.” Hence, the properties of a selected sample of Gilan bronzes from
systematic excavations are described here to set the stage for placing the
other available stray bronzes said to come from the region in clandestine
excavations within the resultant framework. For convenience, the quite
large assemblage of the bronze objects will be divided into the following
groups and several categories of each group will be described: a) figurines,
b) weapons, ¢) jewelry and personal ornaments, and d) horse trappings.

2.1. Figurines

Figurines are represented abundantly among the bronze artifacts from
Gilan. Production of bronze figurines is assumed to have been a recrea-
tional activity, and the artists did more than their best in their modeling.
The figurines may the form of a human, an animal such as bul, stag, ibex,
camel, horse, boar, leopard, or a bird. Some of the animals have a ring at
their back which was presumably used for suspension. This particular type
is more common in Iron II contexts. Bronze human figurines come from
Marlik that display certain artistic traits similar to the clay figurines from
this cemetery. Of these, two examples (Figs. 61-62; Pls. 39-40) are housed
in the Iranian National Museum (registration numbers 8069 and 8070).
These have stubby legs and big buttocks; the hands are flexed against the
chest, and the physiognomic features are not well defined. Unlike their
clay counterparts at Marlik, these examples lack genitals, and find parallels
in their structure among the clay figurines from Shahran (Figs. 15, 17) and
Nesfi (Figs. 18-19).

Iron I and II burials in Gilan, in particular in Rudbar, Ammarlu and
Deilaman, have yielded large numbers of animal figurines among them
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gray, black and occasionally brick red fabric. The edge of the lamp, the
point that was used to light the wick, was manipulated by fingers to obtain
the desired form, and traces of fire can be seen on several of these objects.
In other examples certain details were added for the sake of diversity and to
prevent monotonous morphology. In the examples modeled in the shape
of an ellipse with short walls, at two sides of the lamps’ point two small ap-
plied protrusions resembling eyes were added (Khalatbari 1383/2004, 219,
pl. 8). This same feature also occurs on other Iron I and II objects in par-
ticular those from Sefid Rud, Ammarlu and Amlash regions.

Of the extremely rare examples of the lamps is one with a high indented
wall as handle, and with a shallow body and a contracted Lip. The interior
body of the handléwas decorated with an incomplete, applied human face,
represented only by eye, eyebrow and nose (Figs. 58-60; Pls. 36-38). This
motif probably symbolizes the light and brightness. Examples of this par-
ticular lamp type were reported by de Morgan from Talesh region, which
based onthe chronology proposed by Schaeffer belong to Iron I.

It is probable that the lamps had preserved their original structure from
the earliest periods up to the historic times. In later periods, examples in
the shape of spouted vessels, with traces of fire on the tip of all of them,
come into common use, which are different from those of the Iron Age.

2. Bronze

According to archaeological evidence, copper is the first metal identified
and exploited by human in making an array of different tools, because it is
available in the earth’s crust as pure veins and melts and is smelted at rela-
tively lower temperatures compared to the metals that were discovered and
mined in later periods. The earliest copper products were made through
cold working and hammering technique. During excavations at Tepe Ali
Kosh in Dehloran, Khuzestan copper objects were unearthed that date
from late eighth and early seventh millennium. Also known are worked
copper artefacts from the sixth millennium at Tepe Zagheh and later ex-
amples from fifth millennium at Tel Eblis in Kerman and the levels [ and II
of Tepe Sialk, together reflecting the increasing use of this practical metal
that played a central role in evolution of human history. In consequence,
in the second half of the fifth millennium various copper objects including
hairpins, needles, packing needles and primitive daggers were manufac-
tured using sand and cay models; and in the fourth millennium as a result
of its extensive melting a wide range of objects in different sizes were pro-
duced to be used in everyday life.

Alloy appears to have been a totally unexpected blessing. Analysis of
copper artifacts from the ancient Near East demonstrates that copper was
mixed with arsenic at the earliest stages of metallurgy, and from late fourth
to early third millennium the copper and tin admixture became popular.
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Tendevin as well as other areas, among them Gheytarieh, Khurvin, Pishva
of Varamin, Dinkha and Hasanlu.

1.9. Jugs

A diagnostic pottery type excavated in Gilan piedmonts is the form with
an elongated neck and a bulging body, which is generally known as jug.
These highly delicate containers tend to be of a black, glossy black, gray or
orange ware and have very thin walls that do not exceed a few millimeters
in thickness. Jugs, which can be described as the masterpieces of the pot-
tery art, are invariably wheelmade, formed from a very fine paste. Of the
excavated examples one can refer to a vessel from Marian. This has a slen-
der neck, a bulgy body and a flat base.’On either side of the neck there are
vertical and symmetrical concenitric circles. Parallel incised lines decorate
the upper body, a pattern that might have been a symbolization of the sun
and its radiations. The vessel (Fig. 56; Pl. 34) has a small vertical handle
attached at the end of the neck to the body. The handle bears a decoration
in the form of parallel incised lines. The form of the vessel finds paral-
lels among the material from excavated sites of Gilan, including Ghalekuti
(Egami et al., 1960, pl. Lxxlll: ... and pl. Lxvl: 1; Negahban 1996, pls. 19, 519).

Another example is a jug in a dark gray paste, which has a narrow neck,
an everted rim, a bulgy body, large handles and a button base, excavated at
Marian in Talesh. The neck is encircled by incised circles, and the vertical
handle, which starts from a point below the rim and is attached to the up-
per body, is decorated with raised horizontal bands (Khalatbari 1383/2004,
278, pl. 2). This vessel closely resembles the other examples recovered at
Iron Age burial contexts in Gilan, including Marlik, and particularly Ghey-
tarieh.

Excavations at Tul-e Gilan carried out between 2002 and 2005 produced
avery delicate jug formed of a light gray ware. It has a long neck, an everted
rim, a bulgy body and a convex base. Of the two small vertical handles, the
smaller one is placed beneath the larger example (Fig. 57; Pl. 35). At the
transition of the body to the neck are visible two raised horizontal bands.
Two undulating raised bands decorate the upper body, which could have
been a symbolic representation of water. Except its handle type, the vessel
shows similarities to the related objects from Gheytarieh and Marlik, all of
which have been dated to Iron I and II.

A series of jugs are also discernible in the pottery collection from Ghey-
tarieh, which reflect the craftsmanship and innovation of the potters (see
Kambakhshfard 1370/1991, 89, pls. 221, 520, 550).

1.10. Lamps
Lamps from the Iron Age levels in Gilan, similar to pots, are generally
undecorated due to their utilitarian nature. They tend to be made of a dark
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1.7. Craters (Large Bowls)

Craters have a long history of deposition in burials. These ceramic ves-
sels, similar to jars, bowls, pots (dizzies), etc., were utilitarian objects.
Therefore, they lacked the high quality of the ritual vessels (Figs. 51-52).

The craters from Iron I levels in Gilan are generally wheelmade and
range from black to dark gray and rarely brick red in paste color. Their
thick walls were adequately fired to obtain a high degree of consistency.
This particular type was usually placed next to the skull at the end of the
grave. In some instances, small vessels were put within the craters because
of the limited available room.

Excavations by the present author at Kaluraz in the 1990s produced two
craters with oblique rims, flat bases and horizontal handles. They certainly
date from Iron I.

Related vessels come from other Iron Age sites. A number of gray craters
unearthed during excavations at Uzbaki cemetery by Madjidzadeh at Jeiran
Tepe cemetery in the Iron Age deposits, which are similar to the Kaluraz
example in profile (Madjidzadeh 1390/201, 139, pls. 3, 4). Further exam-
ples are known from Gheytarieh, where, similar to the situation at Kaluraz,
they lay next to the skulls and were made of a gray fabric (Kambakhshfard
1370/1991, 100-101, pls. 1918, 1919, 1920). Excavations at cemeteries in Talesh
have produced craters which are generally deep with inclined walls and
wide everted rims and are comparable to and share certain characteristics
with the most examples from Iron I and II burials.

1.8. Pots

Pots (dizies or small cooking pots) are represented abundantly in the
pottery collections from Gilan cemeteries. They were practical vessels and
had a central role in food preparation. Examples of this particular type are
mainly formed of a gray, brick red and rarely black paste. These tend to
be handmade and rather crude. Traces of firing and soot are visible on the
body. Therefore, they do not show significant surface finish or decoration.

Ceramic pots come in a quite simple morphology; they mainly show a
bulging body and a flat base, and in most cases have a lead. The latter has
one or two perforations, which are also repeated at the rim of the pot. The
perforations could have meant to fasten the lead to the vessel. Most pots in
Gilan assemblages have opposing small lugs. They seem to have served to
move the vessel on the fire. A relatively large number of pots have a tripod
base, with its projections slightly flaring outward (Figs. 53-55).

Ceramic pots again usually lack decorations due to their practical nature.
However, a few examples bear applied decorations or zigzags and hatched
incised motifs. This pottery type is recorded at many Iron Age sequences in
Gilan such as Marlik, Kaluraz, Laslukan, Ghalekuti, Tomajan, Marian and
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glossy black fabric, and they have an open mouth, an everted rim, a cylin-
drical or inclined body, and a flat base. Excavations in the 1990s at Kaluraz
yielded three goblets. Two examples have small vertical handles; however,
these handles, which can be griped only by a single finger, appear to have
meant simply to maintain the balance of the vessel.(Figs.47-48) Such gob-
letsare also known from Gheytarieh, Marlik, Marian, Tul-e Gilan, Khurvin,
etc. Another type of goblets has an open mouth, a flat stump base and an
inclined body. This type is similarly represented at all the above sites, all
dating to Iron I and II. In later periods, related goblets are known but are of
an orange or brick red paste, which undoubtedly date from Iron II and III
and the Achaemenian period.

1.6. Cups

Cup is a ubiquitous.pottery type found at most archaeological deposits
of Iron date. However, they prove to be less frequent relative to the other
types. Marian, Tendevin and Tul-e Gilan have respectively produced only
4, 1and 2 cups. These make up simply 5.26, 4.34 and 6.89 percent of the
related assemblages, respectively. They are generally wheelmade, though
handmade forms are present in fairly large numbers. The cups under dis-
cussion are of a light and dark gray paste, and morphologically include
open bowls with a flat base and a vertical handle. The handle, which starts
from the rim and joins the body, is small in general (Figs. 49-50). However,
there are several examples where the top of the handle protrudes upward
from the rim of the vessel and finally is attached to the upper body. Due to
their utilitarian function, they similarly tend to lack any sort of decorations
(Khalatbari 1383/2004, 223, figs. 3, 9, 5; Khalatbari 1386/2007, 151, figs. 6-7).

During his 2000s excavation at Jeiran Tepe, Madjidzadeh excavated ce-
ramic cups that show carinated walls and vertical handles. Based on the
established stratigraphic sequence, the use of this cemetery during Iron I is
certain (Madjidzadeh 1389/2010, 149, figs. 15, 22). This type is also reported
from many burial sites in Gilan, in particular Kaluraz, Juban and Jamshid
Abad.

Of the interesting cups from Gilan excavations are those with an open
mouth, an everted rim, a short neck, a bulging body, a concave base, and a
handle that starts from below the rim and ends at the bulging body. Typical
examples of these cups particularly come from Gheytarieh cemetery dated
to Iron I (Kambakhshfard 1370/1991, 90, figs. 60, 912).

Examination of a sample of the pottery vessels in particular the cups
suggests that, though lacking considerable morphological assortment due
to their function, vessels with an open mouth, a flat base and a handle that
is connected from the rim to the body were favorite forms in the Gilan re-
gion during Iron I and II. These forms could have been a particular class of
the local products.



18 fGilanin the iron Age l mohammad reza khalatbari' ﬁ@

in the surrounding environment such as migrating birds, including ducks,
cranes or herons (Fig. 46). The spouted jars often lack handles; a num-
ber of Iron Age sites have, however, produced vessels with a small vertical
handle or a protrusion at the shoulder. Examples of this ceramic form are
reported not only from Marlik, Kaluraz, Marian, Tendevin, Jamshid Abad
and Deilaman in Gilan but also from several Iron Age sites in the surround-
ing regions, among them Khurvin, Gheytarieh, Pishva of Varamin, Hissar,
Sialk, Hasanlu and Dinkha.

The spouted jars from Iron I contexts in Gilan are in main of a black or
glossy black paste, occasionally showing burnished patterns on the shoul-
der or at the point where the spout joins the body as zigzag lines, cross-
hatches, solid triangles or.incised undulating lines. Concentric circles on
the body of some examples were perhaps meant to epitomize the sun. In
some examples;:this motif is also seen around the joint of the body and
the spout (see Kambakhshfard 1370/1991, 84, nos. 93, 431, 1563). Whatever
the reason, spouted jars tend to be made of a dark black or glossy black
fabric, although examples of red or brick red paste are also known. These
vessels probably had a certain function or implication for their users which
is unknown to us. Excavations at Uzbaki under the direction of Y. Mad-
jidzadeh in the 2000s yielded a single spouted jar in the Median fortress; it
had a vertical handle and an elongated pouring spout, with a cattle figurine
placed at the beginning of the spout so that the latter conveys the expres-
sion of the forelegs of the bull that extend out to the front. The vessel was
dated to the Median period based on the stratigraphy recorded for the site
(Madjidzadeh 1389/2010).

This particular pottery type appears to have remained in use up to the
latter half of the first millennium B.C. without significant changes in form
or shape. Indeed, exploring the peculiarities of this pottery type at each
individual site requires more comprehensive analyses.

1.5. Goblets

Goblets are another category of pottery vessels attested in the assem-
blages from the Iron Age cemeteries in Gilan, though they are much less
common than jar or bowl types. Goblets are likewise considered workaday
utensils that, like jars and bowls, served everyday purposes. Therefore, no
considerable attention was paid as to their delicacy and decoration. Basi-
cally, goblets from burial contexts in most cases lay close to the hands or
around the skull. This may be explained by the fact that the prehistoric
inhabitants, who did not regarded death as the end of their existence and
believing in a perpetual life in another world formed the underlying prin-
ciple of their life, placed drinking vessels such as goblets containing water
as the source of life and eternity next to the dead’s hands at the time of
interment. Goblets dating from the Iron Age are usually formed of black or
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reveals they were utilitarian utensils to be used in everyday life. Though
they are generally undecorated, some show decorations around rim or on
upper quarter of the body in the form of incised motifs and burnished pat-
terns as zigzags, transverse lines or solid triangles.

Of the typical bowl types in the Iron I assemblages are examples with an
inclined body, an inverted rim, a flat base, and a short pouring spout. They
were basically designed to transfer liquids. Since the local economy relied
on animal products, these bowls could have served as suitable containers
for transferring dairy products. The vessels of the Iron I period were gener-
ally of black or gray ware, though brick red and orange examples also exist.
However, in Iron II and I1I:thé black and dark gray forms decline consider-
ably in number and give way to brick red and orange varieties (Figs. 41-45).

Some bowls have small vertical handles or small projections below the
rim. These did not playa part in transferring the contents of the bowls,
but they were presumably added simply as supports to be held to keep the
balance of the vessel. Related bowls are known from many Iron Age sites,
including Marlik, Kaluraz, Ghalekuti, Gheytarieh and Tomajan to name
but a few.

Other bowl forms from Iron Age contexts include vessels with vertical
handles, concave or flat bases, and long pouring spouts, which sometimes
is open along its whole length and occasionally the second half that is at-
tached to the neck is covered. These bowls, in particular the black and
glossy black examples, show burnished patterns in the form of undulating
lines, zigzags, solid triangles or incised motifs on the bodies. This particu-
lar spouted bowl type is a frequent find in Iron I and II contexts, though its
production continued as late as the second half of the first millennium B.C.
In these later phases, brick red and orange pastes supplanted the earlier
black and glossy black fabrics. Besides the characteristics described above,
it is also noteworthy that since this particular type was mainly used in eve-
ryday life, the related bowls show almost a similar profile: they tend to have
an inclined or vertical body, an everted or inverted rim and a flat base. This
is the characteristic shared by all the examples of this type coming from
different periods, but the examples from Iron Age are distinguished from
the earlier material by their dark gray or black ware that emerged in this
period.

1.4. Spouted Jars

Iron Age pottery collections, in particular those from Gilan, include a
number of spouted vessels resembling modern teapots, which are com-
monly known as “funerary vessels” among the Iranian archaeologists be-
cause several scholars associate them with the liquid used in ablution. This
special type of vessels has generally a round or slender body, a narrow hori-
zontal spout and flat base. The form was borrowed from the themes found
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they bear decorations in the form of parallel incised lines or applied deco-
rations and even small animal figurines.

The bases do not display a significant diversity in that the vessels tend to
have a flat base with differential support surfaces. However, examples with
a concave base and short walls or a tripod base, which are also occasionally
decorated, are seen.

Among the most characteristic jars from the Iron Age Gilan are those
fashioned asdouble or triple vessels, in which the dexterous artist has com-
pensated for the lack of decoration by these fascinating forms. This par-
ticular type became more common in Iron II (Figs. 36-37; Pls. 32-33).

Another typical jar type includes vessels with a bulged body, a short
neck, a small verticabhandle and a narrow vertical or horizontal (cigarette-
shaped) spout. These ceramic jars, mainly black or glossy black in color, in
some cases bear burnished patterns.

Still another type of pottery jar is known from Iron II and III contexts in
Gilan which'has a bulging body, a short neck, a short tripod base and a nar-
row vertical or horizontal (cigarette-shaped) spout. These jars, designated
as feeding bottle (shirmak) by some Iranian authors because of their small
size that can be held between two palms, are often black or glossy black in
color, and some also bear burnished patterns. Though characteristic ex-
amples of this type are quite well-known from Iron I contexts, it continued
to remain in common use during later phases so that related vessels are
found at such Iron Age sites in Gilan as Marian, Tendevin, Juban, Kaluraz
and from the surrounding regions particularly Gheytarieh and Pishva of
Varamin (Figs. 38-39).

Yet other typical jar type concerns those with a bulging body, a vertical
handle, a short neck, an everted rim and a vertical spout, the opening of
which curves inward at both sides. These occasionally bear geometric or
floral designs as decoration over the body. Related vessels are known from
Sialk and Tomajan dated to Iron I. Two similar jars from Mianrud, Rez-
vanshahr are brick red and orange in color and show floral and geometric
patterns (Fig. 40). They closely resemble the above-mentioned examples,
though Mianrud vessels date to Iron IIL

The above paragraphs attempted to give a general picture of the charac-
teristics of the jars from Iron Age Gilan; exploring the details and particu-
lar aspects of the finds from each individual site from this period cannot be
accomplished here and requires an independent comprehensive analysis.

1.3. Bowls

Bowls, like the jar category described above, make up the best part of the
pottery assemblage from graves. The majority is formed of black, glossy
black or dark grey paste, and does not exhibit a considerable typological
assortment given their workaday nature. Preliminary analysis of the bowls
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lip. The eye is sunken, and over the beak on both sides there are two holes.
A hole in the beak reveals its hollow body (Khalatbari 1383/2004, pl. 87).

Another small, terracotta figurine, brick red in color and taking the form
of a duck, was also among the finds from those excavations, which, de-
spite being plain, reflects artistic attributes. Excavation by vanden Berghe
at Khurvin, evidently dating to Iron I, have produced four bird figurines
of gray clay, not counting those employed as decorative elements on the
vessels. These four figurines find close parallels in Ammarlu and Marian in
Talesh (vanden Berghe 1964, pl. 29: 215-216, 219-220).

The above examples, representing simply a small sample of the entire
figurine assemblage from Gilan, establish a framework that might be help-
ful in dating the remaining examples. Such figurines that were made of
black and glossy black fabriciare presumed to have prevailed in the Iron I
period, while in the later Iron II and III phases and even in the Achaeme-
nian period examples modeled of light brick red or orange fabric emerged
in the region, which cannot be fully described here given the limited scope.

1.2. Jars

Jars are particularly interesting in the pottery collections excavated from
the Iron Age burial contexts in Gilan in that they account for a substantial
part of the burial gifts and are generally intact. The jars from Iron I deposits
tend to be black, glossy black or dark gray in color. Indeed, red and light
brick red forms are also present, but they are much less in quantity com-
pared to the black and dark gray examples. These vessels were mainly prac-
tical wares used in domestic, everyday purposes. Therefore, ritual or rec-
reational examples are rare among them. They are primarily wheelmade,
though a few handmade examples exist. They usually lack decoration, but
there are also some cases with burnished patterns on the body and around
the neck. The burnished patterns may be parallel and transverse lines,
solid triangles or zigzags. Apart from burnished patterns, some jars also
bear incised zigzags and undulating or transverse lines at the transition of
the neck to the body which to some extent counterbalance the otherwise
monotonous forms of the vessels (Figs. 32-35).

On a number of Iron Age jars from Gilan, in particular those with a bulgy
body, applied decorations or small protrusions were repeated, decorative
elements that are more frequently seen on ceramic material from Iron II
and Il sites in Gilan.

The handles on Iron Age jars generally start from the rim and join the up-
permost part of the body. However, examples which begin from mid-neck
and attach to the uppermost part of the body or the lower part of the neck
are also fairly common. These handles for the most part were practical ele-
ments, though occasionally vessels have decorative handles, too. Though
the handles are mainly plain because of their practical nature, sometimes
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1.1.3. Bird Figurines

Besides human and animal figurines, bird figurines were also com-
mon during the Iron Age in particular at the sites of Ammarlu, Rudbar
and Talesh as well as “Amlash,” though they are by far superseded by the
earlier two categories both in delicacy and frequency. Bird figurines were
generally employed as decorative elements on pottery vessels. However, in-
dependent examples are also fairly common. They mainly take the form
of a hen, rooster, duck, partridge, gray partridge, eagle, sparrow, etc. The
Iranian National Museum houses a bird figurine from the Ammarlu region
(registration no. 1824). Taking the form of a craw, it has a flat base, with a
depression in its front that;clearly demonstrates that it does not have feet
but rather consists of two parts. The figurine has a prominent chest, a flat
back, a short tail and applied projections at the sides. The projections are
flanked by parallel incised motifs on both sides that indicate feathers. The
neck is long, and the head faces downward. A horizontal groove has clearly
divided the beak into two distinct parts, and the eyes were rendered with
small incised circles (Fig. 28; Pl. 28).

Of the interesting bird figurines excavated in Rudbar and remaining total-
ly unpublished are two roosters made of brick red clay and modeled as con-
nected vessels. These have round faces, short beaks, sunken eyes, prominent
chests and short tails that form a ring from which a bronze bell is hanging.
On the heads of the animals are hollow indentations, and the two figurines
were connected by a back-curving rod. These connected figurines have a flat
base that helps the whole object stand upright (Fig. 29; Pl. 29).

A number of excavated bird figurines from the Ammarlu, mainly be-
longing to the Iron I and I, still sadly await publication. While preparing
the present volume, we were able to gain access to the treasury of the Ira-
nian National Museum, where I came across one of these figurines, which
most probably resembles a quail. Made of a black clay, it has a wide body,
a short bipod base, a small head and a short beak. The physiognomic fea-
tures are not well defined. An aperture below the throat reveals the hollow
interior of the figurine. Parallel incised lines over the body and below the
throat mark the feathers (Figs. 30-31; Pls. 30-31).

Still another bird from Ammarlu is modeled of black clay. This again
features a wide body, a short tail and a short tripod base. The head, which
is small relative to the body, was rendered in the simplest possible fashion,
and there is a round ruff at the joint of head and neck. The upper body is
decorated with dotted incised lines, which represent feathers.

During 2000-2006 excavations at Marian, Talesh, the present author ex-
cavated two bird figurines, which certainly belong to Iron I and II based
on the finds assemblage. One, formed of black clay, has a tall tripod stand,
a short and wide tail, a small head and a short beak resembling a pouring
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ettes are solid and show different structural characteristics. The archer, ex-
cavated in Burial 52, is rather unproportionate in that the upper body is tall
and the head is too small. Its physiognomic features are not clearly defined.
Dr. Negahban offers the following description for this figurine (Negahban
1378/1999, 352):

“The head of the statuette to some extent resembles head of a bird, and
the round back of the latter ends in a curved and elongated pinched nose
in front. Ears are leaf-shaped and are located slightly further back from
their natural position; eyes are oval and nose resembles a beak. The mouth
is open and rounded, rendered with an incised line. The neck is very long,
and the coarse arms point forward. The slender upper body ends in short
thighs and feet. The reverse is large and round, and a small vertical groove
separates the two hips. The hanging genitals are small. The thick legs end
in rather small heels, one'indicated with six and the other with four toes.”

The concise description by Dr. Negahban on the archer figurine clearly il-
lustrates the disproportionate and crude nature of this object: “.. The figurine
has a wide belt at the waist, and a big dagger hangs from it in the front. Next
to this figure lay a clay arrowhead. Since the hand of the figurine extends out
to the front, this object could have belonged to the figurine, the missing bow
of which had been repaired later” Though being a unique example, the figu-
rine has a single counterpart at another Iron Age site. A clay figurine comes
from Khurvin cemetery—similarly dating to Iron [— (Figs.26. P1.26) with
a belt around its waist. It was dated by the excavator to the late second and
early first millennium B.C. (vanden Berghe 1976, no. 224. 39-44, 46).

The charioteer figurine comes from Burial 36. This figurine stands on a
four-wheeled chariot pulled by two horses. The entire object was made as a
single, solid piece. The figurine, unique in the type in its structure, does not
display any particular artistic features in that the excavator describes it as:

“.. The head of the statuette is small and round, with a beak-like nose
that extends almost down to the chin. Eyes are in the form of elongated
holes, and the flat, triangular ears are perforated at the center. Arms and
hands, partially missing, are oriented forward, presumably holding the
bridles and chariot straps or a bow. Small projections on the chest were
meant to indicate the breasts. The lower body is short and the reverse is
blocky and round. The thighs and legs ere cylindrical and short, and the
exposed genitals are oriented upwards. The raised band around the waist
represents a raised belt, from the front of which a big dagger hangs with a
crescent-shaped haft decorated with a repoussé oval band which in turn is
confined within dense punctuated bands...” (Fig. 27; Pl. 27).

Based on the above description, the Gilan region witnessed a boom of
prosperity and technology during the Iron I period, a major consequence
of which being conception of unique art works that deeply inspired the
later artistic innovations in particular during the Iron II and III periods.
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The clay dog figurine, recovered in Burial 52, is solid, unlike all other ex-
amples mentioned here, and is stylistically different and coarser than other
related objects from Marlik. It has a brick red and burnished surface. The
head is triangular, and the mouth is open, with a protruding tongue. The
legs extend out, and the tail is horizontal. The figurine shares character-
istics with the related excavated material from the Ammarlu region. Our
figurine is still siting in the treasury of the Iranian National Museum and
has not yet been put on show (Fig. 14; Pl. 14). As the Marlik dog certainly
belongs to Iron I or I, it is possible to place it in a same chronological ho-
rizon as those from Ammarlu and “Amlash.”

1.1.2. Human Figurines :

Some Iron Age sites in'Gilan contained human clay figurines that display
particular naturalistic traits. Human figurines from Marlik feature pecu-
liarities rarely attested at other sites. They all display a distinguished art
tradition that totally distinguishes them from other contemporary sites. At
Shahran and Nesfi, three human figurines were unearthed, which are now
kept in Rasht Museum. These are solid, made of a brick red clay and have
short legs, with the hands flexed against the chest. The hips are wide, and
the round face resembles a small ball attached to the main body and, what-
ever the reason, shows no indication of physiognomic features (Figs. 15-19;
Pls. 15-19). Structurally, these figurines of Iron I closely parallel the bronze
human statuette excavated from Burial 36 at Marlik, except the physiogno-
mic features (see Negahban 1378/1999, 355, pls. 144-145).

Five male and three female clay figurines come from Marlik. Apart from
the aiming archer and the charioteer, which are solid, the remaining exam-
ples are hollow and made of brick red clay.

In his report, Dr. Negahban chronicles the attributes of the excavated
figurines as (Negahban 1378/1999, pls. 129-130, 131-132, 134-137):

“.. These figurines usually have a flat, triangular face, pierced ears, closed
oval eyes, and an open mouth. The arms are narrow and fragile, as is the
upper body. On the contrary, the lower body is strong, with fat thighs and
very big legs, often each leg having six toes. The masculine and feminine
genitals are clearly and prominently indicated. Their posture and flat wide
legs enable them to stand upright.”

These figurines undoubtedly reflect an outstanding art tradition that
is rarely attested in the contemporary sites in that all the figurines under
discussion are nude and have exposed genitals (Figs. 20-23; Pls. 20-23).
Though similar figurines are known from other sites such as Kaluraz, they
tend to be less sexually explicit, and occasionally the artist has totally dis-
regarded the sexual organs (Figs. 24-25; Pls. 24-25).

As noted, two other figurines derived from Marlik: one an aiming archer
and the other a charioteer. Unlike those described above, these two statu-
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or plunder. It appears the dominant forested mountainous terrain of these
regions, which are mainly habitats of such animals as goat, ram and stag,
inspired the pottery artists who experimented with producing figurines of
such animals, displaying their artistry and talent to their contemporaries
and bequeathing them to the penetrative eyes of the far-removed succeed-
ing generations. These figurines are mainly hollow and of a red, brick red
or light gray fabric.

The clay stag figurines have back-curving antlers on the frontal bone with
short tines before them. They lack humps and show no exaggerated body
parts. The waist is narrow and slightly turned inward; sometimes there is
also a short opening as pouring lip. The talented artisan has portrayed an
exemplary curious feeling by rendering the animal’s alertness of its sur-
roundings and its startled look without any exaggeration or abstractism.
Four similar figurines excavated from Marlik find parallels among the as-
semblages from Ammarlu and Deilaman as well as unprovenanced objects
attributed to Amlash (Figs. 7-8; Pls. 7-8).

Rams form another category of clay figurines attested in the excavations
of Gilan. Like the above-mentioned examples, they are generally hollow
with an elongated body, a prominent chest, short cylindrical limbs and sol-
id horns curved around ears that immediately catch the viewer’s attention.

Apart from clay ram figurines from Deilaman and Ammarlu, Marlik con-
tained five related objects made of red clay with polished and burnished
surfaces. They reflect a local tradition designated as Gilan style, displayed
by the ancient artist following a series of general principles to render the
precise anatomy of local animals (Figs. 9-10; Pls. 9-10).

Bear, leopard and dog are other represented animals in the repertoire
of the local Iron Age artists, though they are not as frequent as humped
bulls, rams and stags at any of the excavated contemporaneous sites. It is
noteworthy that bears, dogs and leopards are represented in the assem-
blage from this cemetery only by two, one, and one examples, respectively.
The two bears (one male and one female) came from Burial 24. These are
hollow, and are modeled of burnished red brick clay. The head is large and
round, with an open mouth in the form of a pouring lip. The legs of the
seated animal are extended with no indication of paws. The genitals are
clearly indicated, and the forelegs with four strong claws point forward
(Figs. n-12; Pls. n1-12).

The leopard is made of highly polished and burnished clay, brownish dark
gray in color. The entire surface shows punctures marking the animal’s skin.
It has a round head turned to right, with an open, roaring mouth. Between
head and neck there is an orifice in the form of a pouring lip that opens into
the interior part of the figurine through a hole. No other excavated Iron I
sites have yielded figurines with a similar feature, and this example might be
a unique artifact excavated only from Marlik (Fig. 13; P1. 13).
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1.1.1. Animal Figurines

Animal figurines comprise a considerable part of the excavated clay figu-
rine sample coming from the Iron Age cemeteries in Gilan. Among them
are humped bulls that are often hollow and have exaggerated humps that
echo the power of the animal. Excavation at Marlik produced 18 humped
cattle figurines, which outnumber the other animal figurines. This relative
abundance might be attributed to the contribution of this animal to wealth
and the important role it played in the everyday life of the settlers of this
part of the country. Of the total of 34 animal clay figurines, 18 belong to
humped cattle category which makes up almost 53 percent of the assem-
blage. These bulls;have high humps, wide hips, openings in the form of a
pouring lip, strong horns; and solid short limbs with the forelegs longer
than the rear legs. The harmonious figurines of humped cattle from Marlik
corroborates the fact that they might have been made by a single artisan
or at a single workshop for the ruler of the group or another wealthy elite, a
further support for which comes from discovery of humped bulls with gold
earrings. These figurines are comparable to the related materials from a
number of the Iron Age sites.

In particular, the Humped Bull 1 from Marlik (Fig. 1; Pl. 1), excluding its
curved waist and black paste, is related to the Humped Bull 2 from Am-
marlu in its emphasized hump, horns and the opening in the shape of a
pouring lip (Fig. 2; P1. 2), though the Marlik bull is more delicate in com-
position. Another humped bull figurine from Ammarlu, now in the Ira-
nian National Museum (Fig. 3; Pl. 3), has a highly exaggerated hump. It has
solid, coarse limbs and a backward bending hump, and the whole object
was made of a coarse, brick red paste. Therefore, it lacks the intricacy of
the Marlik humped bull. A number of clay bovine figurines of an orange
or brick red fabric were also recovered at Kaluraz, dated by the excavator
to the late second and early first millennium B.C. These bulls similarly fea-
ture a symbolic pronounced hump (Fig. 4; Pl. 4), an opening resembling a
pouring lip, and a bulky body. Another example with a backward bending
hump, intertwined horn and a similar opening reveals structural parallels
with the published examples from Marlik, though it is outshined by the
examples with gold earring (Fig. 5; Pl. 5) in aesthetic values. Still another
clay bull from Gilan is an unprovenanced rhyton attributed to Amlash with
intertwined horns, short limbs and a fat face, which is laden with splendor.
However, close examinations have yet to prove Amlash as its original prov-
enance (Fig. 6; PL. 6).

Other than humped bulls described above, excavated Iron I sites of Gilan
have provided a number of clay ram and stag rhyta. Analysis of geographi-
cal distribution of such rhyta suggests that they for the most part come
from Amlash, Deilaman and Ammarlu regions, found either by excavation
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to set himself free of the restrictions of the nature, i.e. dwelling in caves,
gathering seeds of wild plants and hunting in the immediate environs, un-
der the auspices of his intellect, and moved to the surrounding plains to
accomplish the most pivotal discovery of his history: the secret to planting
plant seeds. Cultivation of these seeds and the resulted surplus enabled
him to spend his leisure, which up to then was dedicated to preparing food
and satisfying his hunger, on recreation and entertainment. Though wall
paintings are known from the cave-dwelling period, these are interpreted
to be simply some apotropaic symbols for hunting animals. Later on, man,
now to some extent emancipated from nature’s constraints, began to fill
his free time and created works of art using stone, pottery, bone, ivory, etc.,
some of which display strong tendency towards naturalism. Of distinctive
excavated statuettes from the Neolithic period are two terracotta objects
in the shape of a pig and:the fertility deity, both unearthed at Tepe Sarab,
Kermanshah by Braidwood’s team in 1959. Then, production of an array of
birds, animals and human figurines continued, which would be reach its
perfection in the Iron Age.

It is believed that production of such artistic objects, in particular when
manufacturing of ceramic objects became a field of art in itself, was prac-
ticed by artisans who were living next to the power centers so that the
demand by the prosperous elites and officials would guarantee their sus-
tained production. As a result of this, artists of each region, inspired by
their surrounding environment, developed an individualized artistic style
totally distinct from those of the other regions, which are nowadays known
as the art traditions of Marlik, “Amlash,” Elam, Luristan, Sumer, Akkad,
Babylon, etc.

In the second half of the second millennium B.C., the archaeological
evidence from northern slopes of the Alborz Mountains, in particular the
area encompassed by the modern Gilan province, speaks of emergence in
this forested mountainous region of large and small polities with flour-
ishing culture and art, using distinctive styles to produce various types of
artifacts especially terracotta statuettes. Excavations carried out in Gilan
since the 1950s at some Iron Age sites such as Marlik, Kaluraz, Juban, Shah-
ran, Halimeh Jan, Deilaman, Ammarlu, Talesh, etc. have yielded a num-
ber of human and animal figurines. Their analysis shows that the animal
figurines, including humped bull, stag, horse, leopard, bear, etc., are more
delicate and harmonious when compared to the instances of human type.

The figurines were modeled with especial emphasis on the strong points
of the figures and also the genitals. In the lines that follow, the figurines
from the Iron Age deposits in Gilan will be described and their characteris-
tics that register the peculiarities of Gilan art will be chronicled through a
comparative analysis of these finds with the figurines excavated from con-
temporary sites.
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ment, added to the diversity and attractiveness of the vessels. This trend
continued without significant changes till the latter half of the second mil-
Jennium B.C., the “dawn of the Iron Age,” when the pottery industry went
through tremendous developments. In consequence, the earlier finer and
highly decorated vessels were substituted for the ceramics that tended to
be in a light gray, black or glossy black ware. These later materials lack
painted decorations, while rare examples show incised motifs or burnished
patterns as zigzag or cross-hatching or parallel lines at the joint of the neck
and the body or below the spout.

Though revealing a relapse in terms of decoration and aesthetic aspects,
typologically this period saw the production of vessels that represent mas-
terpieces of pottery art in terms of form and shape, and the sites in Gilan,
in particular Marlik, “Amlash,” Deilaman and Talesh, have yielded unique
pottery vessels that their themes reflect inspirations from the surrounding
landscape, thus:being unique in the type.

The Iron pottery from Gilan is generally wheelmade, though rare hand-
made specimen are also present. Surface color is generally black, glossy
black, dark gray and, in rare examples, brick red. However, in Iron II as-
semblages the brick red and orange examples show wider distribution.
This becomes more evident in Iron III with emergence of a type of buff
ware sometimes decorated with brick red geometric designs, and with the
higher proportion of orange and brick red forms relative to black and dark
gray examples.

Exterior surface in the entire collection was covered with a wash or slip
which turned smooth and uniform once fired in kiln and was occasion-
ally polished with some materials such as felt. Rare examples, in particu-
lar in black and gray wares, bear burnished patterns in the form of wide
parallel or transverse bands or undulating motifs. The excavated pottery
vessels from Gilan, as mentioned, derive from cemeteries. Therefore, the
whole collection is made up of funerary objects. The ceramic objects of
the Iron Age include statuettes, rhyta, jars, bowls, goblets, cups, patens
(small trays), dizies (small cooking pots or popkins), pitchers, spouted jars,
lamps, canteens, etc. They find parallels among the material from many of
the sites in neighboring regions including Hasanlu, Dinkha and Khangah
in western Iran and Khurvin, Gheytarieh, Pishva of Varamin, Chandar and
Jeiran Tepe of Hashtgerd in the Iranian plateau. We will try to put these dif-
ferent pottery forms in a systematic framework through describing their
attributes and comparing them to the materials from other sites as well as
pinpointing their similarities and dissimilarities to obtain a criterion for
dating the unprovenanced finds from clandestine digs.

1.1. Figurines
Over 10,000 years now separate us from the days when man managed
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knowledge of the pre-Iron Age settlements of the province to enable us to
reappraise the process of this evolution and the cultural roles the preced-
ing periods played in the inception of the Iron Age. Though some scholars
and the present author believe that prior to the Iron Age the region was
settled by small communities who were taking their first steps towards
civilization, the question will still remain open until further archaeological
evidence provides a scientific answer. Secondly, no settlement site has as
yet been excavated in the region and no finds have been dated on the ba-
sis of archeological strata. Therefore, the available cultural materials from
Gilan all belong to a period in which extramural, public cemeteries were
already developed.

In this context, the unexpected emergence of black, glossy black and
dark gray wares with simple‘incised motifs or burnished patterns or ves-
sels with an elongated-horizontal spout occasionally inspired by local
animals and birds, and rare red and brick red wares as well as imported
bronze tools and iron objects, merely represented by personal ornaments
and small tools, can be considered as specific attributes that usher in the
Iron I period in Gilan. Though bronze tools still remained in use, Iron II
is characterized by presence of iron objects, a higher frequency of red and
brick red wares compared to the previous phases and introduction of bi-
metal tools as well as bronze animal statuettes with a suspension ring. In
Iron 111, besides the bronze artifacts, iron tools also come in popular use.
In this phase, a type of cream ware with geometric designs mainly in dark
brown paint is represented in the pottery collections, though in insignifi-
cant quantity relative to the other types.

With the ultimate objective of placing the known finds from Gilan with-
in a basic framework, we will attempt to offer an outline through present-
ing their attributes and their comparisons to other available finds of Iron
Age in particular from western Iran and Iranian plateau to establish a docu-
mented and clear criterion for dating contemporary finds from Gilan.

1. Pottery

Pottery is among the earliest man-made artifacts that have been going
hand-in-hand with the cultural development of the mankind from the fifth
millennium B.C. onward since the raw material for its production is abun-
dantly available and once obtained the required firmness through firing
in the kiln will remain intact for centuries or even millennia. The earliest
vessels were simply shaped with the help of the potter’s hands and the final
products were often coarse vessels with such materials as chopped grass or
straw added to their paste as temper. The fourth millennium saw the pro-
duction of finer and consistent vessels thanks to the invention of potter’s
wheel, and decorative designs, generally in the form of black or brown mo-
tifs against a red or buff background inspired by the surrounding environ-
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ern Iran, the Level V of Sialk B cemetery, and the Khurvin-Chandar cem-
etery in the Iranian plateau. The first horizon (Early Western Gray Ware
Horizon) is distinguished by major changes in the form and decorations
of ceramic vessels compared to the preceding period (i.e. late Bronze Age)
and the earlier “painted pottery tradition,” and marks the emergence of
plain glossy black, gray and buff types. In terms of quantity, the black, gray
and buff variants comprise the highest and lowest percentages, respec-
tively. Young considers the three distinctive forms, “jars with free standing
pouring spouts,” “simple cups with handles” and handled “pedestal-base
goblets,” as the horizon makers of this phase. These are usually decorated
with burnished patterns, transverse lines and zigzags on the shoulder and
at the joint of the body and shoulder. Rare occurrences of painted ceram-
ics, mainly of buff ware,and showing brown or brick red decorations, are
also attested, which can be regarded a continuation of pre-Iron Age ce-
ramic traditions into this period.

The second horizon (The Late Western Grey Ware Group) is defined by
the ceramics excavated from Hasanlu IV, Sialk B and Goey Tepe A. Young
describes the absolute disappearance of earlier painted wares and emer-
gence of iron objects as the characteristics of this horizon, though painted
ceramics continued in this phase in Sialk B and the Zagros region, in par-
ticular Luristan.

The third proposed pottery horizon by T.C. Young, basically based on
the sequence established at Hasanlu, witnesses a marked fall in the gray
and black potteries of the previous phases in favor of the widespread mon-
ochrome buff wares, a few examples of which bear painted motifs in the
form of blank or hatched triangles and incised decorations. This situation
is clearly seen in Hasanlu III. Thus, this pottery horizon tallies with the
Iron III phase defined by Dyson except that the latter refuses the perplex-
ing terms “pottery horizons” and, concerning the chronology of Sialk B
cemetery, dates to Iron I1I the deposits that are ascribed to Iron II by Young.

However, the important point about these two chronological frame-
works is that they fail to take into consideration the cultural characteristics
and developments that triggered transition from one phase to the other;
and on the other hand, they do not explain whether these changes and the
transition occurred abruptly or through a gradual process. Though, indeed,
these scholars maintain, as regards the Iron I or “the first ceramic period,”’
that as a result of a discontinuation of the earlier pottery traditions, this
phase (or period) might have been actualized all at once with the intruding
newcomers (“Iranians”) flooding into the region.

Indeed, this situation is well-attested at several Iron Age sites right
through Iran, but the north slopes of the Alborz Mountains, in general,
and Gilan, in particular, possess some peculiarities that distinguish them
to some extent from other regions. Firstly, we do not have the slightest
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from Iron I to the Parthian and Sassanian periods for these vast cemeteries
(Khalatbari 1383/2004, Marian and Tendevin). As part of the ongoing work
in the Talesh region, the Tul cemetery was similarly excavated between
2004 and 2005. Given the density of the graves, 70 burials of simple pit,
cist and dolmen types were singled out for excavation. A decorated bronze
bracelet bearing an Urartian inscription of Argishti [ supported dating this
cemetery to 8th-7th centuries B.C. (Iron II).

Though archaeological works in Gilan have ceaselessly continued since
the excavations of Marlik, the fabulous finds from this cemetery have also
encouraged increasing plundering in parallel with excavations; so, we may
be reasonably certain that-the objects made their way through these illegal
digs to domestic and international antiquities markets by far outnumber
those unearthed by the archaeologists.

Apart from that discussed above, the archaeology of Gilan has faced
another serious problem that hindered dating the artifactual assemblages
coming from the region: the excavated sites have not been published ad-
equately. For, most sites lack detailed published reports, and the rare avail-
able publications are simply confined to a list of excavated objects and an
account on how the staff was sent to and returned from the site. However,
a few available systematic reports on a number of key sites enable us to
carry out a basic work in the present volume on the Iron Age materials
from Gilan: proposing a chronology for the finds. To thisend, a representa-
tive sample of small finds from systematic excavations at Marlik, Kaluraz,
Tomajan, Ghalekuti, Marian and Tul was obtained and the similarities and
dissimilarities of the ceramic, bronze and elite objects from each of these
sites were determined, which enabled us to place the other unprovenanced
objects deriving from clandestine digs within a logical context as well. Our
analyses on the find assemblages of Ion Age Gilan have revealed three basic
chronological phases. These phases correspond, with minor discrepancies,
to the chronological scheme proposed by R.H. Dyson, who, drawing on his
meticulous examinations on the Iron Age spanning 1000 years (1500-500
B.C.) in particular the stratigraphic sequence recorded at Hasanlu and the
contemporary sites, similarly distinguished three separate phases based on
analysis of the cultural materials from different levels. Dyson termed these
phasesasIron I, Iron Il and Iron III, respectively. In his scheme Iron I spans
1350/1300 to 1000 B.C., Iron II 1000 to 800 B.C. and Iron III 800 to 550 B.C.
On the other hand, concerning the characteristics of the Iron Age phases,
T.C. Young has also offered a classification which mainly rests on the typol-
ogy of the ceramics excavated from the sites in western Iran and correlates
to great extent with the scheme proposed by Dyson. He similarly splits up
the 1000-year-long period of the Iron Age into three phases, designating
each as a pottery horizon. He places the first phase or horizon in a same
chronological horizon as the finds from Hasanlu V and Goey Tepe in west-
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plain and old Susiana. Meanwhile, he also visited Gilan and implemented
some test excavations in the Iranian Talesh at multiple sites such as Shir
Shir, Dash Kapiru (Talesh Kapiru), Mardaghi, Jalik and Ghila Khaneh and
finally in Namin, located in the present day Ardabil province, where he
recorded cultural materials ranging in date from late Bronze to early cen-
turies of the first millennium B.C. Excavations at these sites and the ensu-
ing discoveries created the illusion that fieldwork in Gilan would continue.
However, it did not materialize and the work came to a long halt that would
be ended only in 1955 with the excavations at Tomajan and Omam, located
60 km south of Amlash, by the late Habib-ollah Samadi, who unearthed
some remains from the first millennium B.C. These excavations set the
stage for an extended survey program that covered the Deilaman region in
1961 during which several sites, including Pir Kuh, Niaval, Siah Kuh, Ghias
Abad, Boneh Zamin'‘and Morabbu to name but a few, were identified. The
scope of this;survey was later extended to the Sefid Rud region with its
distinguished environment, which aside from discovery there of Iron Age
cemeteries, laid the foundations for a systematic excavation at Marlik. This
excavation and the unique finds from the cemetery marked a turning point
in the archaeology of Gilan in that fieldwork continued in the area uninter-
ruptedly thenceforth. In consequence, the archaeological sites of Marlik,
Nesfi, Juban, Kaluraz, Shemam and Dogamian in the Sefid Rud basin and
Khorram Rud, Hosni Mahale, Laslukan (Lasulkan), Ghalekuti and Norouz
Mahale in the Deilaman region were excavated by the Iranian and Japa-
nese teams between 1961 and 1971 and produced a substantial amount of
cultural materials. Except for the excavations at Marlik and the sites dug by
the Japanese expedition, these works were regrettably never published to
provide art historians and archeologists with the documentary data on the
excavation process and chronology of the finds. Luckily, since 1986 when
the responsibility for the archaeological excavations in the Gilan Province
was handed over to the present author, a number of key Iron Age sites have
been excavated; the typology of the discovered objects can provide a basis
for dating the other finds from Gilan. In particular, archaeological field-
work was carried out at Vaske and Mianrud in the valley of the Shafa Rud
river in Rezvanshahr County between 1992 and 1994, resulting in discovery
of simple pit burials and megalith graves as well as small finds made of
pottery, bronze, iron, agate, quartz, etc. The related examinations confirm
the cemeteries were in use from Iron I to the second half of the first millen-
nium B.C. (Khalatbari 1383/2004, Vaske and Mianrud).

From 2001 through 2004, Marian in the Gorgan Rud valley, Talesh,
which is undoubtedly a major prehistoric and historical cemetery in the
Gilan province, was excavated, as was the Tendevin cemetery. These burial-
grounds yielded cist, simple pit, megalith and dolmen type burials and a
bulky collection of small finds. Related studies corroborated a date ranging
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Gilan in the Iron Age

Separated from the Iranian plateau by the impenetrable walls formed
by the Alborz Mountains, Gilan is a region in northern Iran comprising
plains and forests that stretch as a narrow strip on the northern slopes of
the Alborz Mountains in a northwest to southeast orientation along the
Caspian Sea. The allure of the region for the earliest human settlers was
its fertile soil, suitable precipitations and adequate moisture. Located at
latitude 28°36’-11°38' north, longitude 24°48'-32°50’ east, Gilan was histori-
cally encompassed by a wider region but over the time various political and
social events fragmented it into several parts, leaving it among the small-
est provinces of the modern Iran. The province is bounded by Ardabil to
the west, Mazandaran to the east, Zanjan and Qazvin to the south and the
Caspian Sea and the Republic of Azerbaijan to the north. It covers a total
area of 14711 sq. km and accounts for some g percent of the total area of the
country.

Archaeological excavations have a very long history in Gilan. In the wake
of the contract signed in 1900 between Iran and France, which conferred
the monopoly of any sort of archaeological excavations, investigations and
antiquity discovering throughout Iran on the French government for 6o
years, Jacque de Morgan, the political agent of the French government,
came to Iran and concentrated his initial investigations on the Khuzestan






Gilan in the Iron Age

mohammad reza khalatbari




6BSELESODIRLE

TET b A= 0 4=V AL

Gilan in
thelron Age

Gila

i
mohammad reza khalatbari






