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ABSTRACT

The eternal history of each nation is the history of its civilization and
culture, and the Iranian culture, which is expressed by the thoughts,
actions, words and even by the facial expression of its people, has kept
them alive against great historical calamities during the ages.

Presently, wile speaking about foreign cultural imposition)it is
foremost necessary to examine Iranian culture, regardless 'of national
prejudice. The Qajar travel literature can be an important source for
research in this field because most of the European travellers were
famous politicians and men of letters and thought. They did not live
among Iranians, they presented their impressions on Iranian culture,
cven if not without due prejudice. Also, the Qajar period is considered
as a critical and a transitional period of our history because life
circumstances changed and western cultural influence and impact was
inevitable.

In this book, a collection of European travel accounts on Iranian culture
are compiled and edited in seven chapters. First and second chapters
include biographical information on these famous travellers of the Qajar
period. Hence, the meanings of culture in Iran and Europe and their
interaction with different social and political events are examined. In the
next chapter, attention is given to common Iranian historical heritage
which is appreciated by Europeans, and often regarded as the
foundation stone for European and American civilizations. In the

chapter on religion and faith the travelliterature holds that by making
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use of commentaries and Hadiths (religious narrations) the Iranians
have difterentiated themselves from Semites and Arabs.

Another important pillar of Iranian culture is the persian language
and literature, for language is the gateway to a nation’s culture.
Europeans have appreciated the persian language which they consider
affiliation with European languages, and they hold in high esteem
Iranian literary geniuses such as Ferdowsi and Hatez, who have helped
shape Iranian beliefs. They then mention real moral edification by
reading the great poets such as Hafez, Saadi and Muwlavi. One chapter
in this book is about Iranian mores and their positive and negative
aspects. Virtues such as bravery, intelligence, hospitality, wittiness and
hedonism. and faults such as a non-scientific outlook, immorality,
dishonesty and non-punctuality are presented and analyzed.

Finally, according to European travellers, Iranians are considered
distinct from other oriental nations and their virtues are regarded as far
surpassing their shortcomings, even if they are not appreciated by
ccrtain of the European travellers. Iran’s cultural heritage is then
compared with the present, and it is concluded that Iranian culture has
stayed alive and strong throughout the ages, despite efforts by the
occident to influence or displace its symbols. Iranians, by virtue of
fortitying and introducing their national cultural heritage, have been

able to resist foreign cultural domination to a large measure.




