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Words, a vibrant tale.

Your daughter, a symphony

Of life’s pure delight.

A trio’s harmony, homes

Warmth forever bright.

You tell us, wherever and ties,
Forever etched, will never fade.

In this exotic trio’s melody,

Let us freely stray,

Seeking like the poet,

Understanding like the teacher’s sway,
Steadfast like the father,

Pursuing the dreams in poetry’s way,
With the belle and the

Fairy, our hearts forever in their play.
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Exotic Trio

Vanca Zhu Jingwen

Chinese Lecturer and Translator

For Dr. Esmailpour

A Persian poet, striding

From the starry skies,

Your smile, concealing
Secret of the vast cosmos high.
But profound Zen

Thoughts on life.

The universe, and our frail.
Teacher, your ease

Embodies wisdom so deep,
Each syllable, a journey
Through times ancient sleep.
With your belle by your side,
A vision of grace,

The Persian recitation, like

A spell so fine,

Awakening hearts, in
Wisdom’s light we all do shine.
In your home, love

Blossoms like a fragrant rose,
With brauty and joy in

Every pose.

Father, your eyes as deep

As night’s quiet veil,

Exotic charm, in your
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At the hotel courtyard, beneath the sky,
After breakfast at half-past eight, ,
We laughed and lingered, bonded for life,
As if this moment could never abate.

The River Miluo, eternal and wise,
Witnessed our meeting, pure and true.
A reminder that poetry’s gentle art
Can weave the world anew.



A Meeting by the River Miluo

Biplab Majee

Indian poet andAuthor

To my dear.poet Abolghasem Esmailpour

By the quiet banks of the River Miluo,
On a wintry November day,

I met a poet from distant lands,
Abolghasem Esmailpour, they say.

Handsome and warm, he arrived with grace,
His wife and daughter by his side.

A girl of seven or maybe eight,

Their presence filled the riverside.

In our first exchange, the world grew small,
As though we’d known for years.

A scholar of myths, a poet at heart,

He erased the distance, calmed my fears.

He gifted me Unreturnable Cobblestone,
His verses deep, a mirror of his soul.

In return, I offered Age of Wolf,

A gift to make our friendship whole.

Through the poetry festival’s timeless spell,
Strangers became brothers by fate.
We spoke in the universal tongue,
Where hearts, not words, translate.



Rampouchy visi

ze stropti nasich bilych obCanek.

Nas Zivot je tak kratky
a nevi nic
o dennim svétle.

Za oknem

Za oknem

rakve v zastupu sefazené
a oCi visi

na ostnatych dratech:
Nase samota

slidi za oleandrem.
Kolik je hodin?

Na hibitové dnii

Plouzime se

hibitovem dnt.

Jména se nam

vykufuji z hlavy.

Ten, co tlu¢e na buben
ma na hlavé ¢emy kruh.
Zhasi svétla

a na hrozny vina

se ani neusmeéje.
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4,

Kdo mé to volal?
Ptak,

¢i kamen?

Pisen,

¢i smrt?

Perut’ hvézdy?
Mésic¢ni fetéz?

Ach, kamenny andél!

5.

Opilé stiny kiep¢i

pod kapkami desté.
Obloha v plamenech
plapola.

Sviij destnik zittkem
rozeviram,

v desti co nepfestava.
Prsi a prsi

na oblazky uzamdéené v srdci,
skalnaté sutiny démonti.

6.

Tvé oti

jsou ustarané
aranéni tygfi
na ¢ihané...

7.

Hloubi lesa hvézd
sune se pavouk.
Noc neumira
rano Ceka.

8.
Vloc¢ka za vlockou
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culture. The live evil is now ruling the material world. We should try not
to follow evil but to follow the Lord of Wisdom. It is a dualistic theme
which affected Greek dialectic philosophy as well.

Fifteen Poems by Abolghasem Esmailpour
in Czech Language

Stripky chvil

1.

Smrt nas veétti

a my vétifime smrt.
Smrt, to je zmo
které rozsévame.
Sémé zla,

zarodek snu.

A sen

je sestrou Zivota.

2.

Ryba jest byti
ryba, to jsem ja.
Mgé ja, tak nicotné!
A ryba, tak velka!
Jsem vesmir,

ale jak nepatrny,
jak skliceny.

3.

Opoustim svét

jenz mé z lodé

vyhodil.

Sbohem!

Svételna koule v dlanich
Sbohem!



2)
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Or, Kafka has created Gregoir Samsa who is, in my opinion, a main
mythological and symbolic character of 20" century metamorphosed in
the labyrinth of mechanical and machinistic life of our era after world
war.

Myth is completely related with symbols although every symbol is not a
myth. Literary works need mythological motifs and themes. In Iranian
classical literature we find mythological characters. For example, in
Ferdowi’s Shahnameh (The Book of Kings) there are lots of mythic
characters, kings, heroes and so on. Characters such as Yama or Jamshid,
founder of Nou-Ruz, Iranian New Year festival, Hushang, mythic king
who discovered Fire for-the first time, or Zahhak, the oppressor king of
Evil race and many ‘other mythic personalities.

We can see that a concept of evil is still alive not only in our everyday
lives, but on a level of international politics as well.

I think so. The concept of Evil is alive and active in our daily lives,
especially in the Eastern and Middle East societies. In my country, the
background of dualistic thinking, the realm of light and the realm of
darkness, or the land of Goodness and the land of evil is so important and
influent in concepts, thinking, philosophy and daily life as well. On a
level of continental and internattonal politics, only traditional cultures see
superpowers as evil forces. Religious people think the world should be
ruled by religious Elects who are substituted by prophets. In this attitude,
the great world politicians’ roles act as Satan or Evil. In a famous Iranian
verse, we read “When the demon comes out, the angel will come forth!”
It means that the societies are divided by two opponent forces: Demons
and Angels, or God and Satan, the sacred essence and the evil essence. In
ancient Greek philosophy, we see that Plato wished philosophers would
rule over the world in his Utopia. It means that the world is ruled by
stupid politicians who are forces or representatives of Evil and it should
be saved by philosophers. This idealistic view influenced on eastern
religious tenets because all religions are basically idealistic. However, the
idealistic aspect of Zoroastrianism is to some extend depended to wisdom
because Zoroaster’s supreme god is Ahura Mazda or the Lord of
Wisdom. On the other hand, the Lord of Evil is also effective in Iranian
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the king of kings in Persian literary society and also in the whole society
in the past and present because he is a combination and condensed
poetical personality of all his forerunners. Here, his divan, like the Holy
Quran, is kept in any houses. Iranians see their fortune through his
ghazals.

In modern Iranian poetry, we have great figures such as Nima, Akhavan,
Shamloo, Farrokhzad and Sepehri among whom the two last poets are
more read and translated in the world. Nima is the pioneer of modern
poetry influenced by French symbolists. Akhavan was his righteous
deciple, but Shamloo.-created a.méw style of blank verse in a new
language. Farrokhzad is the most important and famous feminist poet in
modern Iran known asMove poet; and finally Sepehri is a great imagist
poet and artist as well. Meanwhile, Iran blue sky has also other winkling
stars that shine the world of poetry.

Myth and Symbol in Literature and Art

You ve just published a new book (Myth and Symbol in Literature and
Art). Could you please introduce it to our readers?

Of course, it is a long literary interview with the great Iranian
mythologist, Jalal Sattari. It is about 280 pages, discussing and dialogues
on myth, mythology, Iranian mythology and symbolic aspects of myth
with myth in general and their influences on literary works such as
novels, short stories, dramas, poetry, cinema, theatre and visual arts.

I think every nation has its traditional and national myths and legends that
show the nation’s approach and view of life, culture and literary works.
Iranian mythology has a 3 thousand year backgrounds. So we can use
ancient mythological motifs and themes in our literary and artistic
products. The case is not that we reconstruct those myths in modern and
postmodern works but we should change the structures of ancient myths
and modernize them understandable in modern society. You know James
Joyce has written the masterpiece of Ulyses in 20" century. This Ulyses
is not exactly the Greek Odyseus but the character is inspired and
affected by him. In fact, Joyce has created a new Ulysses who is seen in
the streets of 20" century society and is bewildered here and now.
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Iran is figuratively called “the country of flowers and nightingales”. The
motif is depicted in our miniatures and is also interpreted in our lyric
poetry refers to the country of poetry and ghazals. Well, Iran has three
thousand years poetical background which begins with Gathas (Hymns)
of Zoroaster to great contemporary poets. The great bulk of Iranian
poetry is great and powerful because it is not only poetical achievement
but also philosophical, mystical, religious and traditional, even
sociological and scientific achievement.

On the other hand, because music and painting were prohibited in some
Orthodox Islamic*periods, these two key arts have been combined with
poetry. So, Persian poetry has also music and pictorial images in it. This
syncretism of wisdom mysticism, music and painting led to be created a
kind of poetry that is so powerful in Iranian society. Thus, not only
intellectuals pay to poetry but any ordinary person in streets and
traditional markets speak in a poetical and figurative language and have
a good memory of verses which have been changed to sayings and
proverbs.

11)  Who were the great poets? What did they suggest?”

Great poets! Most of Iranian poets are great! Even among contemporary
poets, every on thinks he or she is great! Anyway, the greatest figures in
classical poetry are Ferdowsi, Khayyam, Sa’di, Rumi and Hafez. They
are the emperors of Persian poetry while many other figures are the
ministers such as Sana’l, Attar, Nezami, Naser-Khosrow, Bidel and
many others among whom some are Prime Ministers!

What did these emperors do are important, any one in a kind of
cosmology: Ferdowsi in the realm of epic poetry revived ancient Iranian
(even Aryan) culture, traditions and Persian language. He did as Homer
did in Greek culture; Khayyam in the field of philosophical poetry as an
Epicurian tenet in praise of wine and beloved. So, he gained a global
fame; Sa’di is a master of didactic genre creating social, cultural and
even lyric poetry. Love in Sa”di”s ghazals is human sensual and physical
love while in other lyricists is metaphysical. Rumi is the greatest mystic
poet whose achievement has got a world gnostic perspective. His lyric
divan is among best sellers in Iran and other countries. Finally, Hafez is
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Before the rise of Manichaeism, other Gnostic heretics such as Simon the
Magus, Basilides, Valentine and Marcion brought about such dualistic
beliefs and myths at the beginning centuries of Christianity, but Mani is
the last and sits at the peak of Gnosticism who transformed a mystic
tradition to a universal religion which affected East and West cultures for
a millennium.

Parallels of this categorization can be seen in our resent past and present.
In past we have such belief in Jewish cabalistic trends in Zoroastrianism,
Mazdakism and Zurvanism at the end of Sassanid dynasty and even at
Islamic era in Iran in the' mystic sects as Zandigs and Qadariyya who had
originally Manichaean background. In West, we have St. Augustine who
converted in Manichagisth for nine years, Cathars in France and Italy,
Bogomiles in Bulgaria and other Eastern European countries who
inherited such beliefs. At present, modern gnostic societies in most parts
of the world continue such dogma.

In poetical words I feel that today’s world the forces of evil are clearly
endangering the realm of light and goodness again because although we
are not completely defeated by evil and darkness, we are beaten and
scratched again and again. Art and poetry are the only ointments on our
injuries.

The last question may be also the most difficult one to answer: how can
an ordinary person resist the live evil in our modern world?

An intellectual person can resist the live evil in our modern world
through kinds of philosophy, media, art, especially cinema, poetry and
artistic, poetical life. But what can an ordinary person do? That’s the
question! One way is that he or she can resist by joining different
societies in the pluralistic great societies of the world. Such societies
may be political to combat in different campaigns or may be cultural in
order to raise the knowledge of common people to be aware of the live
evil danger in our life, that is, the danger of the ultra-technological and
industrial powers swallows us in a way that we think we are, for
example, happy and fortunate, in a society that we think light rules while
in reality darkness rules overwhelmingly.

10) “Why does poetry remain so powerful in Iranian society?
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and darkuness; during three periods also a life took its shape: 1) the first
Golden era is a period of separation of light and darkness. It is followed
by the era when Darkness attacks at the Realm of light and causes
misery on Earth. During this era a man is created, living in this misery,
but promised to be released from it one day. In the final period the
Righteousness — Light, as well as Evil — Darkness, will return back to
their origins and the golden era of separation will begin again. Can you
elucidate to us this concept little bit more, the possible roots in other
religious beliefs preceding the rise of Manichaeism? Do you find any
parallels of this’categorization in our resent past and present? Or in
more poetical words; Do you feel in today’s world the forces of evil are
endangering thexrealm of light again?

According to Manichaean mythology, in three parted periods of life, as
you stated, we are created in the second phase of cosmogony that is
dominated by evil / dark creatures. Thus, Man is defeated by evil forces.
The myth also alludes to our contemporary era because the golden era,
heavenly life of the past, has been passed. This mythic heavenly life
refers man’s primitive life at the heart of Nature bearing a natural pure
life, joined and unified by Nature during old and far distant millennia.
So, in the second phase of man’s life we are not free. Bonds of evil have
been interwoven with our life wraps and woofs. Therefore, can we be
saved from this situation? The myth says yes, but we should be aware of
Gnosis first. What kind of gnosis? It is the knowledge we are aware of
our fate. That is, we are imprisoned in material life. We are interwoven
with darkness and overwhelmed with evil. That’s the gnosis, the
knowledge of our misery, our captivity in life in spite of freedom and
human rights! The third period of our intellectual life, according to the
myth, will be the process of saviors who will save our life, a process
after a Great Fire which lasts more than a thousand years. All evil
creatures and dark particles will be burned in the Great Fire at the end of
the world and the two light and dark worlds will be separate again. The
golden age of life begins again and the Essence of Darkness will not be
destroyed but will be imprisoned at the abyss of darkness. It is a little
pessimistic. Be aware! One day the Essence of Darkness may be freed
from the abyss!
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7)

8

beliefs and traditions. Thus, Ferdowsi is not only an epic composer like
Homer but a culture hero and a symbol of Aryan identity.

Your poems capture instant moments of life, too fragile to focus on them
for too long. Do you find this concise haiku like form preferable for
expressing your poetical visions?

In 3™ millennium exploded by information, media and virtual life, long
poems no longer reply to human intellectual needs. I think short poems,
not necessarily in concise haiku forms, express poetical visions. In
postmodern era we should only¢capture instant moments and cuttings of
life, a kind of poetical tomography and taking poetical photos of nature,
people and inwardly: feelings. The age of Eliot’s Waste Land and even
Paz’s Sunstone has been passed away. I prefer abstracted and condensed
poems which also preserve those long narrations, myths and dialogues.

In one of your poems you wrote:

Death is a seed we sow on the earth

The seed of evil

Seed of dream

Dream is

The sister of life

What about evil and dreams; could these two be intertwined somehow?

Seed of evil creates slaughter and death in our tragic world. We also
create evil too. We bring about death to be alive. Thus, dream is the
sister of life and death as well. All of us dream eternal life but it is only a
dream. We have only seeds of death in our hands. However, we live and
perpetually watch death. We dream life. We are not living. The idea of
Gnosis tells us to focus only on some light / life particles in imprisoned
our body and try to release them through our poetical and artistic life. In
this way, poets and artists are the prophets of our age.

In your book Manicheans Gnosis and Creation Myth, published by the
University of Pennsylvania in 2005, there is a chapter “The Devil's
invasion of the Realm of Light” In this chapter you talk about
Manichaean creation myth based on two Principles, essences of light
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pioneer of dialogues among civilizations. Manichaeism absorbed
elements not only from Zoroastrian but also from Christian doctrine and
traditions.

What this notion survived in Iranians’ perception of Islam later lies on an
Iranian mysticism that brought about giant poets like Attar, Rumi, Hafez
and some others

One of the dominant narratives of Iranian culture is viewing the world
through eternal struggle of good and evil forces. In Zoroastrian
religion, which preceded Islam, there is a constant battle between Ahura
Mazda, omniscient pFinciple of goodness, and Ahriman, the absolute
darkness aiming 10 destroy Ahura Mazda. Based on ancient mythology,
these two non-reconciliatory forces of good and evil are the driving
forces of the universe eternally engaged in an endless battle. Do you find
this dichotomous understanding of the world, these dichotomous forces,
still shaping the perception of truth and reality in present Iranian
society?

Of course it is. In present Iranian society as well as in past eras, this
dichotomous perspective of the world still shapes the perception of truth
and reality. Now we see everything white and black. Seldom do we see
the world and the people as gray. Persian mythology lives in us even in
Islamic society. For example, Nou-Ruz, Iranian ancient New Year
festival, is the festival of creation of Nature, Mazda’s victory over
Ahriman or evil. It is victory of light over darkness and revival of nature.
Iranian Islamic culture is influenced by Zoroastrian traditions, praise of
nature, worldly material life, sacredness of light, promotion of happiness,
performing festival such as Nou-Ruz, Yalda Night (Sun-birth festival),
Mehrgan (Mithra, Sun-God festival), Sadeh (Fire festival) and so on. It is
also influenced by Manichaean doctrine which is seen in Islamic
mysticism. Here, worldly life is not praised because it is evil created. So,
Iranian Islam is quite different from Arab Islam because, as Henry
Corbin says, it is combined with Iranian ancient religions, spiritual
trends, mythology and especially rituals and traditions. Classical Persian
literature, as well as poetry, clearly shows this perspective. Iranians are
the only people who accepted Islam but revived their language, ancient
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and Zoroastrian mythology. Thus these allusions are rather hidden to
readers not familiar with these myths. However, I try to focus on Gnostic
myths that are universally known especially both in Iranian and Christian
worlds.

Sacredness of nature also is reflected directly in ancient Iranian culture
and myths. So, we see a strict connection between these myths and pure
aspect of nature. To me, nature and environment are sacred although
surrounded and mixed with prolusion that is modern evil. Of course [ try
to transfer mythical motifs to a simple language so that the readers try to
decipher them, but something always remains obscure that is related to
the nature of poetry itself.

In your academic résearch you focus on the Manichean Gnosis. Mani,
the Prophet and a founder of Manichean religion, who lived in in the 3"
century AD, was of Persian origin. He was ordered to death, by that time
ruling Sassanid, according to some sources crucified or flayed alive.
Could you describe us shortly this religion in its historical and spiritual
context? How, if at all, did Manichaeism shape that time's Zoroastrian
religious tradition and did it have any impact of Iranians’ perception of
Islam later on?

Historical context of Mani and Manichaeism shows us that the doctrine
influenced throughout the East and West for a thousand years. It
originates in west part of Persia, Babylonia, in 3™ century AD and has
been spread to Central Asia and China from the east, and also to Minor
Asia and Rome, even to African territories from the west. On spiritual
context one may say the most important feature of Manichaean religion
is the idea of gnostic redemption. Mani believed that gnosis and waking
up of the material forgetfulness are the factors of redemption. Human
beings are imprisoned in a world where light is mingled with evil and
darkness. Human souls are also imprisoned in body. They should release
themselves and their souls from darkness and the first covenant of this
redemption is gnosis, that is, consciousness of oneself and of the whole
nature.

To me, Mani was rather an artist (author, poet and painter) than a
prophet. He was on the climax of Christian gnostic thoughts with an
Iranian background and context who tried to join east and west as a
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Evil is a particulate matter suspended in the air we breathe every
moment. Personally I think evil lives with us as a human because we are
internally mixed with particles of Goodness and Evil. Feelings such as
envy, greed and disgust are particles of evil, and sympathy, cooperation
and philanthropy are particles of goodness or lightness of our being.
Through scholarly view we face with a tragic output, that is, although
cosmos and our world are basically rooted in purity, goodness and light,
it is surrounded and attacked by evil. I try to show this mythic situation
in my works. In poetry I seek purity, light and sympathy among the
souls, but what Ifind at last is evil. Evil puts on human cloth and shows
itself as angels. So, wefind false angels and righteous angels around us.

In your poems we read and feel almost physically the death circling
around us, closer and closer. Yet you seem not to be afraid of it, rather
watching the process of living a dying as a kind of distant observer.
What is your attitude towards the death and transience of human being?

Yes, it is a sense and philosophy of Omar Khayyam that is visible in all
Iranian great poets and in Shakespearian works as well. Death circles
around us closer than our jugular veins because it is the sister of life.
Why am I afraid of it? I’ll join the whole cosmos after death and will
continue my life, may be better than I am now. Khayyam taught us to
watch the process of living and dying as a kind of distant observer.

I think death wams us that we are transient beings like bubbles
suspended in the air. So, I try to show life as standing on the edge of
death as Hafez tells us: “Sit down beside the stream looking the pass of
life!”

You use many allusions to ancient myths, in your poems, but one must
say, many of these are rather hidden to a reader not familiar with these
myths. Sacredness of nature also seems to be very important motive of
your writing. Is there any connection between myths and mystical part of
nature? And do you expect your readers to be able to decipher those
mythical parts in your poems?

Of course, ancient myths are unconsciously reflected in my poems
because my academic works focused on them, especially on Manichaean






When Mythology Meets Morality

Saman Taheri
MA\In English Literature and poet

O respected Esmail, teacher, friend, and delight,
In the realm.of world mythology, Esmail, you sparkle in height.

Apart from pen and paper, you’ve communicated the way,
To be, to love, to try and to imperfectly play.

In your companionship, I learned to live in the way right,
Learned courage, integrity, compassion, pulling apart the night.

You said: "in life, let your knowledge flow."
Your words in my ears, as always, continue to glow.

Love is all we possess, yes and yes I shall bawl,
Thanks to you, dear father, for this glorious call.



A Poem for You

Nicole Vasilcovschi
Romanian Professor and Poet

You, great Persian poet,
your skin is in your lyrics,
your heart in your time,
your time is eternal.

You, motivated Persian artist,

your art is your life,

embracing wisdom's waves

like a Phoenix bird flying

under the rays of the Autumn's sun.

You, talented Persian writer,

your drink is creation,

your food is inspiration

and your life is the universal culture.
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4. The Rainbow

A drop of distressed tear B
Flows over the long distant lovesicking enclosed with bet

The pale heart screen
Twinkling the seven-colour hopes Under the radiance of promise

5. The Sunset Imagery

Being rearly reluctant to,answer the final curtain call as life scheduled And
vanished into deserted solitary
Together with the hypocritical sounds of clapping

The unconstrained plots of a play All old scores of secular world
Melting quietly into the last stretch of chapped gazing at each other



The Variations of Sunshine (Suite of Poems)

Fu®Bing
(Yu Cheng-an)

Chinese Poet

For Dr. Abolghasem Esmailpour
1. The Sunrise Glow

Only a flash

That touch of green-years
Was ripped and devoured by anxious middle-age

2. The Dark Clouds

The time when overshadowed by suffering

Human careness being gloomy All thoughts withered away
Had to grip the bitter of liver and gall with teeth Looked upon distantly the
shining after calamity By pushing aside the thick despair

3. The Radiant Sun
The flaunt of showing arrogance over the sky Telling the grief and
indignation long ago with tears and the coerced suppression of darkness

The fervency in this life
Is just a revenge for that glimpse of ridicules And that handful consolation of
wind frost
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The sky haunted with nightmares

echoes the last words from cell phones

More tears pour down to the ocean, more people

without homes to return to, more famine

more guilt lurks behind life

Catastrophe, truly not so far away

Peace has a long way to go before it can reach free hearts
(tr. by Eleanor Goodman with the author)



Catastrophe, Not So Far Away

Hai An

For my Iranian°Friend, A. Esmailpour

Hai An (#/&&), Chinese''scholar-poet, translator and Professor of English,
Fudan University in Shanghai, has published over ten books of poetry as the
author, translator and editor, including 4 Butterfly & A Dragonfly (Europe,
2020), The Last Craft (Australia, 2020), Elegy (Taiwan, 2012), Dylan
Thomas: A Critical Reader (202, Collected Poems of Dylan Thomas (2021),
Collected Poems of Samuel Beckett (2016), The Frontier Tide:
Contemporary Chinese Poetry (Europe, 2009) and Centennial Collected
Papers on Sino-Occidental Poetry Translation (2007).
[1586599745@qq.com]

Catastrophe, not so far away, its smoke
higher than the skyscrapers

Souls have no way to escape, flesh and blood
flying lower to the west

from horror to pain, even to enmity

Thoughts tend toward action

to death, brief and permanent

The East cradles a grieving heart

warm spine bent in original sin

with contaminated bodily fluids and even more leaden skin
The blazing moment catches global eyes

searching for the reasons behind events across the seas
And makes puzzled hands release their interests

living eyes turn to virtuous hearts
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Hometown

The poet’s first home is
Conscience

And you can carry it
With you



For my Iranian Poet friend, Esmailpour

Yan Li
Chinese Poet-and Artist
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Cogitto Ergo Sum

For the first time in human history,

technologies suggest us, advise us, give us orders...

Eric Sadin

Socrates claimed
that one thinks first, then lives

Descartes confirmed it centuries later:
"I think, so I am".

But if artificial intelligence

will think for us, will ‘advise us,

will tell us what to do

will we then still be humans or robots?
Ithaca 15.7.2024

Flood

Like wide-open arms

reaching pleadingly to the sky
the branches of a tree

in an area flooded by the storm
Nearby

pleaded heavenward

also of people numerous arms
but in vain.
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They shiver in the cold
but still whistle
because they also hope
for better times.

Unconcerned rosy
announcing upcoming spring
apricot blossoms: A few haiku

*

Their wings opened
heavenward hankering

birds of paradise

*

Its roots in the mud

blooms whiter than the whitest white
the lotus flower.

*

The power of water
imperturbably following

its very own road

*

A morning fisher

at the motionless water surface
wavers red the hope

Athena, My Dog

When I need friendship,

and lack human warmth,

I call her and she comes immediately.
When I stretch out my hand,

she offers me her paw.

She cannot speak,

but her eyes say it:

“I love you!”

Ithaca 3.3.2024



A Victim

Not yet closed

but wide-eyed

and full of horror

the eyes

pursed the lips

because time was too short
for a farewell greeting

for a last prayer.

Smart Phone

In the waiting room

sits a large number of travelers.
With one notable exception,

all of them are busy

with a little thing called smart phone
that fascinates them all the time.
With two thumbs at the same time
they write their stories,

meaningful or not they are written,
and sent out into the world.

Only one person does not write, but reads,
he reads a book.

Doesn’t he have anything to say?
Hope

It is winter,

the chilly wind has torn off

the last leaves from the trees
which before were protection
and accommodation for the birds.
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Useless Prayers

So many calamities take place on earth
continually and increasingly plagued
by disasters and injustice,

although millions of prayers

are daily sent to heaven.

But which God, who speaks all those languages,
can give them a hearing, when it is man
who disrupts even the heavenly vault?

Peace Dove

It is raining

it is rains sadness

For innocent victims

for the destruction of a country

for the escape of murderous violence.
Hungry, a turtle dove leaves

from the shelter of her tree

Like a noose

the black ring around her neck.

Petrified

At the town square
stands the statue
of a war hero.

He looks ahead

as if he looks to the future

as if he looks for a time without wars
a time of worldwide peace

—but his eyes are petrified.



words and music.

But what will remain of us
—for those who come after us—
as a trace?

What else

but tasteless constructions,
pollution of water and air,
the greed of the present.

Witnesses of a Time

Just as the rain

erases traces left behind,
disappears by a technical problem
or decision of higher powers
what we once entrusted

to floppy, computer, VHS or CD.

What will soon remain of us, only yellowed
that once was written on paper

by typewriter or pen—

and of those who come after us,

nothing at all?

Terror

The war is no longer declared but continues.

The unheard has become daily.
—Ingeborg Bachmann

Homes destroyed by missiles
—innocent people, women,<hildren,
killed by the haughty madness

of misleaders.

Unwinged the dove, the truth,

raped by lies.
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Poems for my Iraian Friend
Abolghsem Esmailpour

Germgin Droogenbroodt
Belgian Poet

Artificial Intelligence

Rivers overflow their banks
houses are demolished

cars swept away

by the raging waters:

man has disrupted nature.

In vain
wisdom’s warning words.

Would a chip, implanted in the brain,
offer more wisdom or even more blindness
and indoctrination?

What will Remain

Everything that ever lived
is sooner or later erased by time.

What remains

is the beauty on earth

which man created before:
beautiful constructions, sculptures,
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connection between the investments of America’s top billionaires and U.S.
government policies, including sanctions and trade restrictions on other
countries. The water that Steward Resnick diverted for pistachio production
could have been useful for other needs.

I should have sought out more information like this. I view Iran with the
eyes of a friend, so when information like this comes my way, I will
definitely remember it and share it. There are many reasons I view Iran as a
friend, including its rich culture and the contributions of its people. Through
Esmail, 1 was introduced to an Iranian scholar of Asian Studies named
Esmaeil Rhadpour; yin the past year we have shared materials and
corresponded abeut Chinese’ philosophy and related subjects. One of the
biggest reasons I viewi Iran as a friend is because Abolghasem Esmailpour
unconditionally.effered me his friendship.

Addendum: And I should not forget to mention that Abolghasem Esmailpour's
book Manichean Gnosis and Creation Myth was published in 2005 in Sino-Platonic
Papers, which is a series of monographs edited by my brother Victor (Professor at
University of Pennsylvania). This publication in America by a sitting member of
Shahid Beheshti University faculty proves that friendly cultural exchanges can rise
above political divisiveness.
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The other delegates were admired poets in their own countries. I found out
that the connections of the Festival Committee proved that Iran was a
cultural hub in the Middle East extending to all of Europe, the whole
expanse of Asia, and beyond, without deep-seated grass-roots connections
with the cultural figures in those areas, the Festival Committee could never
have pulled together such a stellar group. Of course the readings were world-
class events. And there were chances to talk with other poets while riding
buses and eating meals--- a lot of thought went into coordinating everything.
And Abolghasem Esmailpour took time to lead Yan Li and I on a
personalized tour of the Museum of Afitiquities. During the festival, Yan Li
and I met a magnetic drummer-poet-singer named Hafiz Imani. Later, we
invited him to the Beijingy‘Mid-Autumn Poetry Festival. This was also a
contact that we couldsiever have made without the friendship of Esmailpour.

1 will never forget how kind the Iranian people were—they offered me
such an enriching experience. Since those days, | have taken every
opportunity to learn about Middle Eastern affairs and culture. I am a reliable
advocate for fair treatment of Iran in all my discussions with Westerners. I
have written many poems and essays about artworks created in the Middle
East. I have told my American friends and acquaintances, whenever they
will listen to me, that the assassination of Iranian nuclear physicists and
some others were murderous acts that should never have been committed by
the U.S. Such acts were not worthy of the abundance that Heaven has
showered on America. And the sanctions imposed on Iran have been
arbitrary and cruel to the Iranian people. America’s war in Afghanistan
caused millions of refugees to spill over into other countries. Although Iran
is not a wealthy country, it absorbed at least 1.5 million refugees from
Afghanistan. After American forces pulled out of Irag, Iran helped to
stabilize the situation there and shore up the Iragi government during its
struggle with Al Qaeda. For these reasons, America should consider Iran as
an ally in the Middle East, not an adversary to be throttled by sanctions.

And to heap insult on top of insult, America stopped importing pistachios
from Iran. Using industrialized agriculture, California’s “pistachio king”
Stewart Resnick developed huge pistachio orchards and made them
productive. Stewart Resnick is a water magnate who controls 60% of the
privately tradeable water resources in California. The fact that he made a
special effort to develop pistachio production is significant. There is a
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exotic things. Like my interest in China, my interest in Iran came from the
feeling that Iranians were my long lost confreres.

I thought it was unlikely that I, as an American, could be invited. But
Esmail proved me wrong. In 2014 Yan Li and I received our invitations to
the 2nd Iranian International Poets’ Congress. My application for a visa at
the Iranian Embassy in Beijing went smoothly. The cultural officer who
interviewed me did not treat me with suspicion. Arrangements were made
for my travel, along with Yan Li, from Beijing to Dubai, and from there to
Tehran. The Emirates plane I flew in was like a flying castle. Aboard the
plane I watched an award winning movie from Bangladesh titled MONER
MANUSH. It told the storyof Tagore’s friendship with an old folk musician
who taught him many,sérigs. Seeing that movie on the flight to Iran was only
a fore-taste of all the amazing experiences I had while I was in Iran with my
good friends*Esmailpour Abolghasem, Yan Li, and many new friends.

The 2nd Poets’ Congress was an unbelievable event. Yan Li and I were
met at the airport, not by a bus, but by a young man who drove us to our
hotel in his own car. It was not a limo or taxi, just his own modest economy
car. He was a young man interested in poetry and we had a great
conversation. He told us how he made a living by teaching classes at a
martial arts school. Having an amiable young man pick us up in his own car
was a personal touch, a magic touch. After his car drove off the highway exit,
the first thing I saw was a man in his 40s walking on an artificial leg. This
made me weep, because I knew he was of an age to be a veteran of the Iran-
Iraq war. I also knew that the U.S. had loaned money for armaments which
intensified that war.

Every day our group of delegates was entertained with music and cultural
programs. Some of the music was soul ravishing. One of the most amazing
things was that we were invited to be at hand at the Hafiz Grave when
President gave a speech on Hafez Day. We filed into the seats near the stage,
and first we watched lovely children prove their knowledge of poetry by a
verse-capping game, which I believe was being filmed for national TV. Then
the President took the stage and gave a speech about the admired poet Hafez.
We were given headphones and were able to follow the gist of the speech. It
was a moving speech, and all the more special because it was being given by
a politician. I wondered if the day will ever come when an American
president gives a speech celebrating the birthday of Walt Whitman.



A Fruitful Friendship

Denis‘Mair
American Poet Sinologist

In 2005, I met Abolghasem Esmailpour in Shanghai. At that time, I was
staying in the studio of the artist Yan Li and doing Chinese-English
translation work. Esmail was in Shanghai teaching Persian at Foreign
Languages University. Yan Li arranged several gatherings of Shanghai poets
and artists that year, and he always invited Esmail and me when possible.

During such gatherings, I found out that Esmail was deeply engaged with
modern Western poetry. As translator of Octavio Paz and others into Persian,
he had thorough understanding of modermnist currents of thought. As a poet,
he could speak the international language of modern poets. I was fascinated
to learn about Esmail’s world view. I knew that America and Iran had a
history of unhappy relations, but the negative coverage of Iran in the
American press did not fit with the kind, broad-minded scholar I saw in front
of my eyes. When Esmail entrusted me to suggest revisions to one of his
poetry manuscripts in English, T was happy for the chance.

Between the years 2005 and 2014, Yan Li mentioned several times that
Esmail was planning to recommend us to take part in a poetry festival in Iran.
I could hardly believe that I could be so lucky. I had traveled to China and
Taiwan and Japan, but I had never been to Europe. An invitation from Iran
would expand my horizons beyond what I had ever dreamed of. To be
honest, I was intensely curious about the Middle East and wanted to go there
more than I wanted to go to Europe. Perhaps the reason seems a bit odd. I
had read the books of Idries Shah, long before I met Esmail, and they filled
me with curiosity. I don’t think my interest in Iran was only a longing for
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Today, by the lake, I smoked and read, and I saw, riding home,

Summer’s first kingfisher, returned to roost, like me, by the stream.
The wattle I picked, as if to give you, scents the house tonight
Like Osmanthus woods, where I can’t sleep, and did not once with you.
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You will rise,

And like the sheoaks, you will inhabit your life
Inordinately,

The way a forest inhabits a tree,

The sky, a bird, the whole world, a moment,
The ocean, a shore.

And your life will be your own life

Utterly, your soul a perfect fit

For your days,

And so it always will have'been.

Or so

These late winter lines—a long time coming

Into voice and making land, and spoken here

In sand and wrack and ripple—

So these softspoken lines

Would have you understand.

In Osmanthus Woods

THE SKIES ARE AS dark as the streams are cold in the hills, my love,
Where you were young. The wind has fallen now, and you can see clear

To the bed where forever sleeps light, and each star is a word

In the silence a poem makes of a heart. And did we swim
Those streams once? Did I walk with you in Osmanthus woods in fall?
Did you break a twig of that fragrant tree and kiss me till spring?

Or in my sorrow, do I live in legends now? These past days
The skies have sampled half a world of weather and remembrance:
On Friday, when drought lit fin de siecle fires up on the hills,

The moon was full above September fields. Then five days of rain
That had waited a year to fall, fell, and now the hills are young
Again. The heart, I’ve heard, is an organ of fire: and sometimes
It makes a hearth, sometimes a forge; sometimes it burns the forest
To the ground. And so the skies have been through drought, through rain,
to spring.
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This morning, and tell yourself

That if you are not as nimble among the wrack and volcanic
Intrusions as your young dog,

Among the oysters as the sooty oystercatcher,
Still you are alive and walking upright

And your bones are organ pipes

In which fugues and ancient airs play

And ancestors sing

And your feet among rockpools

Are not unlike your mether’s feetyall those years
Along the pedalboard,

And that you will go,on

Faring your way

A while yet. And as curtains of squall

Close out the horizon, say to yourself softly
That there will be many more curtain

Calls, and as the wind picks up,

And the rain band arrives like its own fanbase,
Remind yourself that

This is a moment of meteorology, a synoptic
Incident; this is not the rest

Of your life. Say again, as if you were swimming the rip upriver,
That the deeper you drop into the end of winter
The closer the start of summer draws,

And that you will go on,

Even though the rain falls hard now

And the dog looks not unlike

The kelp along the strand line;

You will go on, like the reef heron

Making an elegant meal

Of the falling tide. And do not forget

To tell yourself that every song

The chita chita offers

At dawn is not a song of farewell,

And that, like the rain—a mosh pit now—you will set in.
And like the tide, though you fall,
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more resonance in our days, and it leaves the world, itself, more learned,

more in tune, somehow, with itself.”
Note: I have drawn here, as I have long done in my teaching and thinking about
poetry, on Jan Zwicky’s Lyric Philosophy (1992). My qotations from her are from
that work. I also carry into this lyric essay a lot of thinking I did in my book The
Land’s Wild Music (Trinity, 2004), writing which I had no acquaintance with
Zwicky’s work, which rose out of her deep experience in music-making, linguistics,
and philosophy, and the practice of her poetry; mine rose from a fascination with
nature writing and drew on music theory, ecology, and phenomenology. Zwicky’s
Lyric Philosophy, in its form (which I have emulated here) and in the wonder of its
utterance, is the most important expression and exploration of the meaning of “the
lyric” that I know. The book is also an instance of it. No one writing poetry should
work without it.

Lines for Late Winter; Or, the Reef Heron
Tell yourself
as it gets cold and gray falls from the air
that you will go on
walking, hearing
the same tune no matter where
you find yourself...
—Mark Strand, “Lines for Winter”

T E L L yourself

As a reef of cloud swims in low

Across the estuary, like a contrapuntal tide,
Only that the weather is changing,

And the world is not yet coming

To an end. Tell yourself

As you walk with the dog onto the rock platform
And around the point

Into the soft

Artillery fire of first rain

That it’s the barometric pressure you feel ..
In your right hip,

Not yet arthritis, and that’s why

Your leg aches a little more sharply
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Life does not run in plotlines. It is made of pieces. And poetry has for
aeons been how we say them, and say that.

54. And most of what’s important is small: a touch, a vase, a name, a
syllable, a table, the whipbird’s call and the koel’s response, the scent of
daylight’s first loaf, a phone call late, ice on glazing the bird bath at six.

55. “All that’s important is the ordinary things,” says Robert Gray’s speaker
in his great early poem “To the Master, Dogen Zenji.” “Things as they
are are what is mystical,” he writes in a late poem “Testimony.” “Those
who search deepest are returned to life.”

56. “We are given the surface. again, but with renewed awe.” Robert Gray
again in “Testimony.” This may be the lyric work of poetry: to return us
to self and earth, to;know that it is, no matter how flawed, enough, and to
ask us perhaps‘to perpetuate that which makes living good and returns
others to'the habitable, deep, and adequate surface of the things in
themselves, our own selves among them.

57. Robert Gray is on my mind because I have loved his work all my writing
life, and his own life is ceasing to be very habitable these days. “We wear
down,” writes Atul Gawande, “until we can’t wear down anymore.”

58. So that Robert, worn down by Parkinson’s, might know that his life of
letters has mattered (an instance of the essential work lyric poetry
performs), we made a book for him: Bright Crockery Days: The Poetry of
Robert Gray (5 Islands Press). We launched it in Sydney on 28
September, without him. But he knows what we’ve done, and that feels
right. It is right that we remember our elders; it is right that we don’t trash
the past, including the poetries of the past, but find in it, as Robert did,
what is wiser than we may know and worth carrying on, and adapting,
into the hard days ahead.

59. Some words I wrote at the end of the book for Robert might do to land
these thoughts, this loose lyric manifesto.

60. “Poetry, which pays for so little, costs so much. But ah, how richly it
yields, how much good work it does—for so long and so many. It
deepens and sharpens the experience of being alive on the earth a while;
it even seems to raise the earth back up from the dead. So it is with the
poetry of Robert Gray, which he has dedicated his life to and found
delight in—but no guarantee of health or wealth of fame. His work has
improved all our lives, asking us to ask more of them (our lives) and find
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Self as a network of connection, all the trees in the forest, all the lives at
work somewhere and their pattern of inter-relationship, an ecology of
affection (and trouble and desire and trauma and grief and hope).

41. One is not a star; one is a constellation—the stars and the patterns of
connection discernible among them. Write that. Write as that. For that.
The more we discover about consciousness and identity, the less like the
contents of the ego or the head Self appears to be. So, who we are is
where we are, and how we love and whom, and whom we are touched by.
And how we suffer when we fall into depression is radically out of
contact with that small universe of things and thoughts and places and
birds and books and cousins and friends and others and tunes that we
always knew, and inhabited, as (the country of) our self.

42. “I am what is .around me,” wrote Wallace Stevens. “These are merely
instances.™

43. One Sunday late in autumn, I walk the quarry track in rain.

I'm free, for the most part, and well past the middle of my years.

Listen: each song in the wood sings the same bird. Each life, all lives.

44. “To render precisely is to engage in a form of meditation.” (Jan Zwicky,
213)

45. To pay close and tender attention is to sometimes divine—to join and
promote—the lyric frequencies at which the actual world (or that part of
it which is the country of oneself, or a moment of that world) plays, the
regenerative frequencies of deep existence. And to join those frequencies
in lyric poetry is to acknowledge and share and perpetuate them. And all
of us. Who depend on them.

46. We think too much in fences, and we think too little in fields.

Across the river in turmeric light, horses graze summer
Pasture. Where it ends, the Divide picks up. On the wind, two hawks.

47. All moming before I sat to write this, [ was sad, for no reason I could
name. Making notes, answering emails, making coffee, walking the dogs,
apologising to others for their high spirits, which can look like ill-will and
poor training, unless you know my dogs, and in my impatience at the
checkout, my soul dragged my feet. The whole moming in its heavy
robes was sad. Later at my desk, my friend texted with news that Barbara
Blackman, whom we both had known and loved, had died overnight.
Sometimes you grieve before you know why; we Are, in fact, more than
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37. So, it matters how we speak and write. And what matters is not what we
choose to write about, so much as how. To write lyrically is to be
concerned, in one’s turns of phrase, one’s images and rhythms and tone,
to do justice to the lived experience one records and to work an alteration
on the circuits of one’s reader’s brains that is more likely to heal than to
harm. More likely to do justice than to do violence. Harm happens when
we use language that is inhumane, mechanical, ugly, abstracted,
colonising. The poet who would make a difference might best consider
the kind of change they would like to work on those chemical
transmitters, on the molecules .ofiSelf, in any given reader’s body. The
frequencies of complaint and’outrage are unlikely to work the lasting
change, the deepening ot ‘awareness, the enlargement of self, poetry is for.

38. The change poetry makes is not social or political. It is more important
than that, and prior to that and beyond it. The change it works it works on
our molecules, on how it is we feel ourselves alive. All social change is
likely to depend on the change that happens to who we are, how we know
ourselves and what we feel connected with. Social revolutions begin with
molecular change. Lyric poetry is an agent of such change. Poetry that
waves banners is likely to be an inadequate form of protest and is doomed
to contribute nothing much more than a rush to the remaking of anyone
who ever reads it.

39. “Life’s infinite variations are essential to our life:” Wittgenstein. Poetry
is a way, not ever to hope to capture some of “life’s infinite variations,”
of form and way and character and cadence, but to gesture toward them,
to attend to them, and so enrich and revivify human life—one’s own, the
lives of all who ever read you, the lives of the infinite variations of life
toward which your poem leans and bows. To attend lyrically to any life is
to enliven all life, in life’s infinite range of autonomies of being, each
implicated in each other.

40. William James was a pioneer of psychology, back when it had not been
colonised by neuroscience and was less to do with the brain and more to
do with the mind (even the soul), and the (smarter, older) brother of
Henry James. James proposes somewhere that we think too narrowly of
the Self if we think of it atomically, in its solitude. We are not finished,
Barry Lopez once wrote, at the skin. Think of one’s being as a
constellation, James suggested, of all that one is attached to. Think of the
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31. “For the most part, language obscures the world. In a profound image,
language is transparent to the presence of (some part of) the world.” (Jan
Zwicky, 221) »

32. A poem overhears the music of the intelligence of things. Of moments of

the world.
There is a realm, an order, of being—open, calm, electric, wide, old,
limpid—one sometimes enters. In contemplation, is sport, in love, in the
wild, in reading, in writing. Some speak of flow state. I think of it as the
poetry of things. Writing poetry depends upon your finding your way,
through the trowel-work of the mind and fingers gardening in the dark,
back into it, the poetry place, down into the lyric frequencies of the real.
With luck, a poem, @ 1yric piece, will bring that state on for a reader: “a
fast forgiveness“of weather,” as I put it in “Late Winter Light, One
Sunday,” “in which every name is said, and all time begun again.” It may
be what Hopkins meant by “the dearest sweetness deep down things.”
Some speak of ecstasy, from ex stasis, a standing beyond oneself. But it
feels to me more like a sudden (but eternal) a dwelling much deeper in.

33. This may be where Emily Dickinson was going with her “spell so
exquisite.”

34. Perhaps what we call the real is comprised 8Y iifinitely complex sets of
frequencies, vibrations of matter and consciousness. And some of the
frequencies at which life plays are lyric. They play all the time, but
generally deeper than awareness the way most of a river runs well
underneath the river, under its bed. Music recollects these frequencies.
Love, at its lonely offices, bundles them and gives them form. So, too,
poetry. More humbly, more vitally, since its art is speech and we are the
mammals who live in language.

35. “The virtue of precision is not just that it allows greater accuracy, but
that it requires self-discipline. True self-discipline is a form of homage to
what is not self.” Jan Zwicky (213)

36. In piece in the New Yorker some years back, a reflection on the history of
psychiatry and the uses of the talking cure, Jerome Groopman, who holds
a chair in medicine at Harvard and writes on neuroscience for general
readers, wrote this: “Words can alter, for better or worse, the chemical
transmitters and circuits of our brain, just as drugs or electroconvulsive
therapy can.”
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23. Our work is to make ourselves instruments, divining rods, say, apt to
receive such language, itself awake to worlds our minds are most often
too crowded with concepts and complaints, to apprehend. You have to
dismiss a lot of common-place, flat and accidental language to make
space for the kind of wide-awake words capable of bearing witness to life
and spelling it again for others.

24. “In significant ways, meaning is prior to language, and extends beyond
it—but if language is to bear its trace, the choice of words must be exact.”
(Jan Zwicky, Lyric Philosophy, 190)

25. That exactness is.pot just a.lack of ambiguity—the fit, if you like,
between the word and the meaning. The fit we’re talking about in poetry
is that the shape and feel of the gesture enacted in the language continues
and participates-ini the felt sense of whatever it is that the poetic phrase
alludes to. The poem is always a “gesture” (Jan Zwicky favours
gesture—as in sketch or dance or movement—for poetry’s relationship
with its subject matter) toward the lifeworld of the episode the poem
relates to. An apt and humble enactment in which the essence of the
moment itself is implied or adumbrated in the form and sound of the
poem.

26. The adequacy of poetic language, its achievement, has a lot to do with
how its music makes a rhyme with the thing itself. Bears traces of that
moment or person or thing or thought. Makes an impression of it, like a
translation, of how it went and felt.

27. The way the frequencies of forms and events and thoughts that comprise
a moment, an instance of world vibrated—so the language in the poem
vibrates. And then the reader.

28. “Language rooted in music is the linguistic medium in which the images
of lyric thought are at home.” (Jan Zwicky, 216)

29. “Lyric meaning is not a form of labelling. Nor does it ‘capture’ the world.
No speech holds the world wirhin it. To think of language as though it did
would be like mistaking a window for a mirror; or, better, for Alice’s
looking glass.” (Jan Zwicky, 221)

30. Think of a poem as a window, then, because of which, alone, some
presence in the world, the felt sense of one moment of being, is able
(almost) to reach you.
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A note to thank me for some teaching, and to say that the poet had fallen in
love with one of the forms we’d studied, and by exploring it, was
fathoming new aspects of their voice. At that, I looked up, glad, and saw
how an early October afternoon was ending outside. A swill of grandeur,
a high tide of amber light. A luxuriance of being. A moment in which all
the meaning there is seems to show up, notwithstanding all that’s ill. The
old world that had grown weary was in love again, and its whole life
ahead of it. But also sad with every life lost and every hope still born.

17. Just after six, see how the light gives itself up to the trees—

Chinese tallows, greening towgrd the end of the year. See how
It ambers my neighbour’s high gable. And there, like sorrow, ends.

18. I had the sijosin‘a few minutes, a rare event; I sent it as an email to my
student. Poetry is both intimate and ultimate. From one’s self, but not
merely about oneself. A choir, not a solo.

19. “Life is a spell so exquisite,” wrote Emily Dickinson, “that everything
conspires to break it.”

20. In a moment of correspondence such as mine last Sunday afternoon (the
email, the gratitude, the form, the light, the poem, which came in its three
sets of fifteen syllables, and whatnot, almost as a given thing), life’s spell,
dangerous and gorgeous and eternal, was made manifest, you might say.
Eternity surfaced. A moment later, of course, the spell broke, the moment
crashed. My father, 93, sat in the lounge room near my study and tumed
on the TV to watch, for perhaps the twenty-seventh time, an episode of
Death in Paradise, an experience only to be had, of course, at full volume.

Many things conspire thus, sometimes fatally, against the poetry of living:
the cost of living, marking, business activity statements, passwords, the
whining of a dog, commercial radio, commercial fiction, spreadsheets, Al,
the latest news from Lebanon.

21. Poetry recasts the excquisite spell. (Emily doesn’t say it, but means it.) It
has that power: to wake the world to us again a while, or us to the world.
To exhume the river, to pool the frequencies of the whole and actual
world, into ponds of encounter and articulation, and set at least one life to
rights.

22. “Every good poem begins in language awake to its connections,” Jane
Hirshfield writes.
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and commerce and church and state and science and theory and all the
rest of it. Which, in their various shortcomings, their addictions to control,
specificity and sometimes clarity, diminish speech and deprive us of its
sexiness and holiness and lyricism. So we need poetry, and we always did,
to transfigure writing into language again, restored to its wildness, its
organic self, and us to ours in its presence.

11. Poetry is a deep kind of speaking.

12. Let’s never go forgetting the innate humanity of syntax. The glory of
speech. Sense making. Voicing. Sure, let a poem be opaque like a gesture,
oracular like a prayer; complex dike a flavour. But let it not just think or
exclaim or smash some icons. Let it speak. Let it be. And unless you also
know how to dance,unless you know some jokes and how not to take
yourself too seriously, neither lecture nor rail nor proclaim. (And always
fly a bird into it.)

13. Poetry is a radical clarity, like the operations and devices of the world.

14. The other day I heard Stanley Kunitz say (given back to us by Instagram)
that from the beginning it has fallen to poetry to tell the story of the soul’s
adventures—its leavings and strayings, its draggings of feet and clickings
of heels, its trials and delights and terrors—travelling through this earth.
Had it not been for the poetry that humans began to write (long before
they got sold on commercial fiction), we would not have known how
living felt, how it went, what it meant. We may not have worked out how
to do it well and feel it all the way down and learn to risk it and give
thanks for the gift of it.

15. To make a poem is to garden by night. The furrow, the harrow, the
fallow, the compost, the humility of it. In darkness, you dig and plant and
pull and prune. Mostly you turn soil and turn it again. Only sometimes is
there moonlight. Always there is weeding. In which there are many
lessons: what goes, what stays, what brings you out in welts.

16. I had been weeding for hours. By day, but it might as well have been
night, so thick were the words-out-of-place, so random the commas, so
rarely had I looked from the screen or recalled the actual earth. Editing:
holy work, but hard. Especially taxing when it’s someone else’s work
you’re tending—into a greater likeness of itself. So when I heard an email
land, I stopped weeding and looked.
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4. Poetry is the language in which the world enacts its being, in which it
speaks its mind and keeps its silence and inhabits itself, and knows itself
and all of us good, or good enough for now.

5. “With used furniture ... makes a tree”: the poet’s magic trick, as Anne

Sexton put it. This dark and moonly art. A trick that takes some doing. It
takes some craft. Some [uck. But it happens. And if it didn’t, what would
become of us, all our forests felled, all our furniture left out in the
weather?
One takes old news, one’s life, one’s times, these leavings, and makes it a
small new world. One takes language, in which one fills out forms and
teaches class and scolds children and writes emails, and makes of it this
humblest, noblest art! the art made of speech: the poem. From a whole
life, you makesa minute or two. Sometimes they stay. And sometimes
house a reader’s life. A chaos made coherent and habitable.

6. An old Egyptian belief: if you want an afterlife, if your death is to be
survived, your life not lost, your name must continue to be uttered by the
living. In Dante’s cosmology, too, all those in Purgatory not thoroughly
condemned through all eternity (by their fatuousness, their self-
aggrandizement, their meanness and hypocrisy and cruelty during life)
were sustained in their hope of redemption, by prayers of intercession
offered who by those remembered them among those still drawing breath
on earth.

We say the names of those we’ve lost. So that they, if not their lives,
continue. This is poetry’s work.

7. In a poem, no matter what else it intends or speaks or who speaks it, a
reader may hear her name said, as if now her life mattered and always
had and will.

8. That which is human within us, some would say divine, is remembered
and acknowledged and invited back into its dignity in a poem.

9. Poetry not only wakes the dead. More urgently, it wakes the living. But
you have to give yourself to it, its forms and measures, which are not
yours, but belong to poetry itself and to all the communities who have
sung poetry and fashioned it and used it and depended on it for their
social and private sanity from the dawning of human speech.

10. Poetry, Robert Bringhurst said, frees language from writing. First there is
speech, and then there are the discourses that grow up around governance



The Exquisite Spell: A’manifesto in sixty parts

Mark Tredinnick

Australian Poet and Essayist

My admiration and affection for Abolghasem Esmailpour

“What did I know of love’s austere and lonely offices.”

—Robert Hayden, “Those Winter Sundays”

1. Poetry is a solitary observance. An austere estate. A devotion. It is a
clutch of flannel flowers rising up under ruined sheoaks in a fireground,
after.

2. You make it like compline, a night prayer, and for the same reasons. Itis a
way of speaking the language in which the world speaks, coming true. It
seems to remind the world how to go about its mysteries, and include us
in them.

3. When a thing is entire and adequate and glamorous with its own integrity
(when it makes you want to weep and laugh at once and live a life much
worthy of that instance of the world}—a phrase of song, a smile, a
sentence, a foal, a scarp, a creek, a vessel, a birdsong, a child, a look in an
eye, a frost, a room—we call it a poem. It is a poem, that adumbration of
the actual, and it is what “poetry” means; it is an instance of what we try
to shape into a humane form, a small habitat, in a poem, and in such
poems we affirm the poetry of all existence and contribute to it. We may
even, in such poems (writing and reading them), participate in it, that
other world (that republic of interconnected things, that ecology of signs
and significance, that we neglect in the secondhand prose, the emaciated
tropes, in the transactions that constitute most of our daily lives.
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that I am ashamed to tender ashes indelible sadness to twin streams
not to bow beneath heaven so arose heaven that I might die

that I have seen pain uncut cards where love uncounted continues
to dwell that I have died uncertain deaths in order to become

that I have betrayed violent necessities unfolded sight to detain
chance could not mine believe blindness waters which bury me

that I withstand and not cower till such bodies awake
not to lean against deserts hours that discolor waste

still to hear the heart’s impulse’as to touch swollen rain
need I lie as though basren never captured never slain

With eur backs to history

“We stand on a diamond mountain
our pockets filled with pebbles”
sharpened together from ancient times
We stand with our backs to history
“If you are sad—I'm sad too”

The great loneliness all

“The small huge dark”
“Drowning inside our hearts”
Waiting to be reprieved

“The great loneliness all”



On Abolghasem Esmailpour

Michael March
‘American Poet

“Death smells us—we'smell it too. Death is a seed we sow on the earth. It is
the seed of evil—seed of dream. Dream is the sister of life.”
Poet—mythologist, a brilliant scholar—Abolghasem Esmailpour resides as
Professor of Ancient Culture and Languages at Shahid Beheshti University
in Tehran, pursuing the myths running through Mesopotamia, India and
Persia.

“We are prowling at the graveyard of the day—forgotten each other’s
name. That who is knocking at the drum has a black circle on his head—
extinguishing the lamps—not throwing the grapes a smile.” “Your eyes are
anxious. The moon is a forgotten tale—and the wounded tigers are dying.”
His works include: Manichaean Gnosis and Creation Myth, The Hymns of
Light; Myth, Symbolic Expression; A Handbook of Persian Literature; and
the poetry collections, Moments: New Gnostic Songs, Each Grain of Sand,
Up to the Cherry Tree, and Beyond the River of the Day.

I like his voice: “Who called me? A bird—or a pebble? A song—or the beat
of death? The star’s wing—or the moon’s chain? Ah, the petrified angel!”

Three poems for Esmail
Poet, Philosopher, Translator, Magician

Still

that I am born to summon hardness to annual as [ draw near
shall I know no other quiet than to which [ am drawn
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westernization. This is also an important reason why he attached importance
to education and strove to maintain traditional culture and that is also related
to his understanding of western civilization. He served as the Minister of
Education four times in the subsequent government cabinet.!™'! He
believed that there were two types of western industrial civilization, namely
the “Boulevard civilization” (superficial civilization), and the other is the
“Laboratory civilization” (technological civilization)."™™ ! He himself had
studied and worked in the first new-style school in Iran. During his travels,
he visited the schools in China and Japan, especially the new-style schools.
The aforementioned talks with Ito Hirofumi and Katsura about how Japan
developed education” was very*touched by Hidayat afterwards. Later, he
mentioned that the meeting caused him to chat with ’Atabak a lot. He hoped
people to be wary ofithe decadent western things and superficial civilization,
to learn and agcept the “Laboratory civilization” by education, therefore to
change the backward situation of Iran and to maintain the country's
independence.™™ " His impression by the education situation of Japan was
an important reason for his more attention to education afterward, and of
course, his religious and traditional cultural stances were also important
reasons why he attached great importance to traditional cultural education-
Islamic Shariat. Both China and Japan, especially Japan’s retention of
traditional culture and resistance to Western Christianity provided the author
with an important example of the feasibility of cultural resistance.!"™*!
When talking about Japanese dressing, the author mentioned, “Those
shallow people first imitate clothes. It is the clothes that change the concept
of ignorant people. Whoever is should be like whoever is. In private life,
Japan follows its own customs and dare not to go beyond half a step.”!
This can be associated with his attitude towards Islamic women wearing
hijabs. In short, he believed that as long as the entire society upheld religious
morality and in the meantime the religion did not directly interfere with
social politics, social difficulties could be resolved. !

Conclusion

As an important person in the modern history of Iran, Mihdi Quli
Hidayat’s thoughts, behaviors and writings have always been the focus of
scholars’ research, because it helps us to understand the changes in modern
Iran and the historical origin of Iran’s reality. The records of the author's
trips to China and Japan and the author's comments in “Safarnameh-ye
Tasharof bi Macceh-ye Mu'azami” can be inferred that Mihdi Qult
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Switzerland. From the opinion of the author, Japan had already kept pace
with Western countries through innovation and development. Japan
undoubtedly strengthened his determination to develop and reform Iran.
Therefore, since the beginning of the constitutional revolution, Hidayat had
always been an active advocate of Iran's reform. He introduced the
achievements of Japan's constitutional revolution in front of the bed of
Muzaffardin Shah and persuaded him to sign the edict of the constitutional
revolution.”™ At the beginning of the Constitutional Revolution, he served
as a member of the Preparatory Committee of the National Assembly
Election Law.[™

Secondly, he believed that Iran's restoration could only be achieved by
the support of the shah. He«ompared the success and failure of the reforms
of China and Japan. When describing the failure of China's reform, he
mentioned that the conservative aristocratic forces united with the Empress
Dowager to imprison the emperor, which led to the failure of the reform. On
the contrary, Japan obeyed the emperor and under the emperor’s order,
Japan’s reform was successful. Based on this comparison, the author
probably thought that the kingship was a necessary guarantee for the
restoration, so he became the defender of the kingship, as long as the shah
supported the restoration, Hidayat would be surely of fully support and obey.
It is not difficult to explain that people think from his memoir “Khatirat va
Khatarat” that when he was the prime minister of Reza Shah , he had no
autonomy.™ Precisely because he admired the reform and obeyed the
king, he was the middleman between the shah and the constitution advocates
in the early constitutional revolution. ™ When he returned Iran for the
second time, in order to restore the constitution, he acted as a mediator
between the shah and the constitution advocates. He hoped that the
constitution advocates would not take drastic actions and let the shah
continue to have the throne and maintain the constitutional monarchy.™!
When being asked about his preference between the constitutionalism or
autocracy, he answered autocracy. But the autocracy he referred to is the
enlightened autocracy, which is to uphold and enforce the provisions of the
law and make the country move towards independence.™ In this sense, he
supported the status and role of the kingship in the constitutional process.

Regarding the methods of catching up with the West, he seemed to have
learned from Japan to develop education, especially mastering the western
technology through the development of education, rather than to complete
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sending foreign students to learn technology, and opening schools to
popularize technology. In terms of ideological values, it was to maintain
their own traditional values. “Those students who were sent to foreign
countries learned technology under the supervision of their administrators
and achieved results. None of them learned and brought the western manners
and behaviors to the Japanese customs, while they only knew their own style.
The shameless (western) civilization has not found a path in Japan yet.” ™1
The author believed that “Japan is the pride of Asian countries.”l™""]
Meanwhile, the author criticized the tendency to blindly learn from the West,
“There are many brainless writers who use fake good news to deceive and
destroy people'’s peace of mind, disrupting their eyes and ears, so the society
is becoming increasingly<thaotic when the rhythm of it is disrupted.”[™!
“It is a pity that thosé who are committed to system reform accept European
goods and clothing first . This is the first step towards misfortune, satisfying
the outward and ignoring the role of spirit.” ™I The author's subtext is to
deal with the relationship between taking one's own culture as the soul and
using western technology as the body so as not to be assimilated and
dismembered by the West.

The Impact of the Trip of China and Japan on Hidayat

Based on the above description, the author’s global tour completed the
preliminary construction of his thoughts on reform. Most of his later
performances in the political arena could be traced to his tour. As a result of
studying abroad in his early years, he had a deeper understanding of the
West, and his trip to the East, by investigating China and Japan, had formed
his basic judgment on the development of Eastern and Western civilizations
and the development of Iranian society. Based on this, it created the logical
clues of his thought: why he wanted to innovate and develop, how to achieve
innovation and development, and how to catch up with and surpass the
Western civilization.

First of all, the trip to China and Japan made him to witness the
comparison between the results of the reform and none reform, which
undoubtedly strengthened his determination to develop and reform Iran,
while the purpose of his trip was to investigate and find ways to develop Iran
after Iran was defeated by Russia. During the inspection in China, he
witnessed the result of invasion which brought huge damage to China by the
Eight-Power Allied Forces, because of the lack of development and
innovation, while the streets in Japan were clean and tidy, just like in
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cultivation.... According to the law, politics requires a certain level of
knowledge and morality. Once the knowledge and morality level is reached,
you can take any official position.” ™ “[ don't know that any other daily
rules are better than Confucian rules”.™ In addition, Lao Zi and Chinese
Buddhism were also mentioned.!™! As to Japan, the author mentioned
Shintoism, Buddhism and Christianity, and believed that Shintoism had the
greatest influence in Japan and was closely linked to the imperial power.
“The basic belief in Japan is sun worship. This is the natural result of
animals and plants being produced under the action of light and heat.
Dedicating to the sun, faithful, and a symbol of absolute obedience to the
sun-the emperor is_praised. The graveyard of martyrs who died for the
country is respected by people. Despite the influence of Buddhism and
Christianity, the glory'of ancestors is still generally admired. Shintoism is
gaining momentum and Christianity is despised. Shinto is a Chinese word
that means the path of righteous faith. Newborns are rarely sent to Shinto
temples. As a child of Shintoism, he is sent to the Buddhist temples to
receive blessings. The ancestors’ cemetery was next to the Buddhist temples
where the tablets and statues were imitated by the Shinto temples. According
to the custom, they were all worshiped like in the Buddhist temples and
other holy places.”™ ! Qbviously, traditional culture was deeply ingrained
in each of the two societies, and the author also reflected the respect for them
in his lines, for the reason that that was based on the respect for the
traditional culture of his own country. Islam, as the traditional religion of
Iran, was highly praised by the author. He pointed out that “Islam is a unique
belief, breaking idols, destroying monasteries, and leading people to think, to
reason, to understand, and to direct, and no longer to be fantasy.” [bovili] 1y
short, the author did not believe that there was a problem with the traditional
culture of the Eastern countries at that time.

The second is the attitude to the kingship: Confucianism in China and
Shintoism in Japan both reflect the respect for kingship. For example, the
Confucian idea of that the king is the lord of the minister while the idea of
Shintoism is the emperor is a symbol of the sun. The author borrowed Kang
Youwei’s point of view, “We believe that improving the state of the country
and the nation doesn’t mean to change the traditional principles which are
from ancient times, and we do not desire new principles...”! ™1 This
traditional principle surely includes respect for kingship. Regarding the
decline of China, the author believed that “the Chinese have given up their
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Analysis of the Description of China and Japan

Unlike Iranian nobles who liked to travel to Western countries, the author
chose countries with ancient civilizations in the East, and focused on the
investigation of their culture, social system, government, and reform.
According to his travel experiences and comments, the author expressed his
concerns and certain expectations for the two important East Asian countries:
China and Japan. From the author’s records, his comments and dialogues
with others, we find that the author had traveled to the most important and
prosperous cities in these two countries, and had a rough superficial
understanding on the urban environment and the people of the two countries.
Besides that, they paid visit?to important buildings including palaces,
religious sites and schools}'to important people, and finally introduced the
customs and religious cultural values of the two countries. The author’s
purpose was to find out how these two countries deal with the invasion of
Western civilization and the ways to rejuvenate and develop, hoping that
Iran may also learn from it.

Reviewing the historical situation of Iran in that era, Iran was also
undergoing a phase of full-scale invasion by Western countries' politics,
military, economy, and culture. At that time, Iran and China were in a very
similar situation that was in the danger of being crashed by successive
military failures followed by the signing of a series of treaties which
humiliated and damaged their country,[l"] so that forced some members of
Iran’s ruling class to respond and seek a way to get rid of that situation. The
leader of the delegation, the former Prime Minister ‘Atabak, used the Hajj as
an excuse to travel around countries, especially China, Japan and the United
States, to prepare for the future reforms.!™

According to the author's description and some of the ideas in the book,
we can have an general idea of the author's thoughts. The first is how to
value the traditional culture, especially the religion as the core of culture.
Since the Confucianism was China’s core culture, by introducing Confucius'
life and political ideas, cosmology, and ethics,™ the author fully affirmed
the influence of Confucianism on Chinese society. “The teachings of
Confucius in China are deeply rooted in the hearts of the people, and people
are contented and happy... Confucius' teachings on virtue are beneficial to
the affairs of the people.” ™ “The foundation of Chinese governance is the
teachings of Confucianism. In the 920 volumes (Confucian classics), in
addition to knowledge and literature, there is contained by morality and
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mentioned Chinese diet of shark fin, swallow's nest and songhua egg.*™ As
to Japan, he introduced Go, Shogi, “rock, paper, scissors’ game”!™"!
geisha,®" Yoshihara Red Light District,™""! and Bushido.*""!

After the journey, the author had a basic understanding of the national
character of the two countries. He believed that “ The Chinese are very
hardworking and loyal, better than most ethnic groups”."™™ “The Chinese
are content, confident. They avoid entanglement with the outside world, and
only think about their own issues.” ") “Once the Chinese take things
seriously, then to you and me, just like wind and mosquitoes, flood and
wood chips.”™ At the same time, he also recognized the shortcomings of the
Chinese. He said, “The Chinesgyare used to being proud, and finally realized
that they can't drown the enemy with the saliva of 40,000 people.”™™ “They
have given up their spiritual pursuit, and the officials were insensitive.”"
Regarding to the"Japanese, the author believed that they awakened earlier
than the Chinese, “In order to resist the West, they built schools and
hospitals and advocated correct treatment of good and evil.”™ In terms of
reform and restoration, the author also compared between China and Japan.
He mentioned Li Hongzhang's Westernization Movement, saying that Li
Hongzhang knew what the problems that China was facing and he wanted to
do something useful to change, but he passed away.”t"! What the author
heard about the Reform Movement of 1898 in China was that the reformists
tried to get rid of the bloated government institutions and wanted the
emperor to learn from Japan, but it threatened the interests of the nobility, so
they united with Empress Dowager Cixi to imprison Emperor Guangxu.
Finally, the reform failed.™!

Japan’s approach to reform was, on the one hand, sending young people
to study in Europe to learn a variety of knowledge and skills, and then return
back to establish new schools while they also translated German laws,
implemented the new law in 1899, and trained a large number of judges.!""
Anyway, all these were supported by the Emperor.!™! The author's
introduction to China and Japan showed that the entire Chinese society in the
late Qing Dynasty was in a state of numbness and isolation. Few awakened
people tried limited changes but failed. Japan, on the other hand, had
achieved greater success through educational, military, and legal reforms.
The author even predicted that Japan would win in the subsequent Russo-
Japanese War.["™™
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interview, the author discovered that Na Tong knew nothing except the
country name of Iran. Their meeting was hurriedly ended.™!

In Japan, the delegation had received great attention from the Japanese
government. First, the Japanese diplomatic agency in China reported to its
government about the delegation's itinerary. During their visit in Japan, the
Japanese Minister of War, of Education, of Foreign Affairs, the Prime
Minister, Kataro, the Crown Prince, and even the Japanese Emperor received
them.I™ ) The delegation also paid a special visit to the former Prime
Minister, Ito Hirobumi. ™! Japanese newspapers conducted special
interviews and reports on,the delegation.’™! During the talks, the Japanese
introduced the experience of theirMeiji Restoration to Iran. The travel notes
also quoted Ito Hirobumi’s:talk, “We educate young people and send them to
Europe and the United States to learn every kind of knowledge and
technology lessons, and then organize them to establish various schools in
the country.”In the conversation with Kataro, he mentioned,“We also have
encountered this situation (referring to the invasion of the West) and also
faced capitalism. We modeled the European way to establish justice, enact
laws, strengthen the military, and sign agreements with Europe. The
Europeans can no longer bully us with spearheads.”!™! The Japanese
Foreign Minister also hosted a special banquet for the delegation and
provided convenience for the delegation to visit everywhere.™ 9 During the
tour, the author paid special attention to the religious situations in China and
Japan. He gave a detailed introduction to Confucianism in China and
Shintoism in Japan, and the influence of these religious ideologies on the
local society and its people. “In China, Confucius's teachings are deeply
rooted in the hearts of the people, and people are contented and happy...
Confucius' virtues and teachings are beneficial to people's affairs.”™"] The
author believed that Japan’s religious culture portrays Japanese citizens as
“clean, competitive, humble, benevolent, respectful, caring for the young,
with a sense of justice, harmony with nature, patriotism, and not afraid of
death.” ™l [ addition, the author condemned Western culture and the
invasion to these two countries by Western powers, in the meantime he
criticized the hypocrisy of Christianity.

The author also introduced the representative folk customs of the two
countries in detail: for example, Chinese Peking Opera,"™**! acrobatics,
opium smoking,™" manicure, digging corns, and women warped feet, ™)
ancestor worship,!™] wedding and funeral ceremony.l! The author
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repairs after the invasion of the Eight-Power Allied Forces.!™! The
Forbidden City, the Royal Palace, the Confucian Temple and the Lama
Temple still had traces of being destroyed by looting.™ ! In Japan, people
had converted some palaces into girls’ schools and hospitals.’ ™" The villa of
Ito Hirobumi, who had been the former Japanese Prime Minister, was also a
beautiful place.™ During the visit, the author paid special attention to the
education affairs of the two countries, because of his education background
that he had graduated from a Western-style school “Dara al-Funiin” in Iran,
and his experiences in education management. They visited a local girls’
school in Japan where more than 300 girls including royal princesses were
studying there. The author also mentioned, “If you want to go through all the
schools, you need to stay, ifi Tokyo for six months.” ™" It was obvious that
Japan attached great imiportance to education at that time. More than that, the
delegation wasi'also arranged to visit a military academy. The author
recorded that, “Very simple and surprising, friendly, peaceful and noble,
without pretentiousness.” “Having complete living facilities, many teaching
buildings and large gardens, there are more than 600 Japanese students in the
military academy where three hundred Chinese students who live on campus
with them.” 0ol

In China, the Iranian delegation visited a traditional school (probably the
Imperial College) and the Buddhist academies [the Lama Temple]. “There
has been badly damaged. It is under restoration and there is no teacher.”™i
The group also visited a new school which was a foreign languages school
established in 1899 and English, medicine, mathematics, physics, chemistry
were taught there. The teachers were there from Britain, France, Russia,
Germany, and China. The author also introduced the content of traditional
elementary textbooks which mentioned the three talents: heaven, earth and
man,; three stars: the sun, moon and stars, and the three cardinal guides and
the five constant virtues. ™™

While receiving the semi-official delegation of Iran, the governments of
China and Japan showed different attention to it. In China, it first visited the
embassies and consulates of foreign countries, and mainly engaged in the
concessions. Compared with the Japanese government, the Chinese
government attached little importance to it. The only official interview was
given by Na Tong, the vice foreign minister at the Foreign Ministry[ Zongli
Geguo Shiwu Yamen]."™ This was only a courtesy interview. After the
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addition, from the perspective of global historical development, after a
century of changing, we can look back to that period of history and gain
some enlightenment.

The Comparison of the Records between Chinese and Japanese

The structure of the content in the book about China and Japan is similar.
Not only introducing the general information of the cities along the route,
especially the customs that made Iranians feel curious, the author also
introduced religious beliefs and political current affairs, and added his
personal comments.

First, the travel notessrecorded: the cities of the two countries that the
delegation passed threugh. Except for the capital, there were also other more
open and developed cities‘at that time. According to the travel notes about
China, this group ofilranians entered Manzhouli from Russia, via Harbin to
Shenyang, then arrived at Lushun, and from there, they took a boat to Yantai,
then Tianjin, Beijing, and then back to Tianjin, and took a boat to Shanghai.
In Japan, they visited Nagasaki, Kobe, Kyoto, and Tokyo. So the situation
and trend of the development of these two East Asian countries at that time
were shown.

According to the author, the Chinese cities were dirty, crowded and noisy
while the Japanese cities were clean and tidy. The travel notes pointed, “The
streets of the Chinese cities are very narrow and they are occupied by shops.
There are shop signs everywhere, with rose-red characters written on the
curtains.” The concessions in those Chinese port cities were also very
dirty.™ Beijing was like Qazvin but even dirtier than expected.™! “We
were going to north, and on the right there was a strange puddle. The citizens
had been so smoked that they had no sense of smell. There was a smell of
rotten eggs. The dust made people unable to open their eyes, and the ground
was black.”™ “The Chinese city (Tianjin) has a population of 700,000. The
road is always noisy and there are camels, cattle, donkeys and wooden carts
on the road. The carters are walking and shouting.” ™1 “And Japanese cities
look simple and clean everywhere.”l ™) “Some places look like in
Switzerland.” " In an interview with a Japanese newspaper, the members of
the delegation admired,“Japan’s natural scenery and governance have left a
good impression on us.”?!

In the author's opinion, the most important buildings in China and Japan
were the royal buildings. At that time, the Chinese imperial buildings such as
the Temple of Heaven were in dilapidated conditions and needed urgent
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level, determined the importance of this person in the modem history of Iran
and the reference value of his historical works.

“Safarnameh-ye Tasharof bi Macceh-ye Mu ‘azami > records that
Hidayat accompanied Atabak on the Hajj to Mecca, passing through Russia,
China, Japan, the United States, and Egypt, crossing the Suez Canal to
Jeddah, and finally reaching Mecca. After that, they went to Medina, Jordan,
Damascus, Syria, Beirut, Greece and Jerusalem, and finally went to Istanbul
and from there the group separated, one part returned to Tehran, and the
other part went to Europe via North Africa.Although the “Safarnamah-ye
Tasharof bi Macceh-ye:Mu‘azami” was officially published in 1945, the
manuscript had been’long existéd, indicating that it was an early work of
Hidayat. It is said that he read the content in front of Nasiriidin Shah's bed."!

In the travel notes, the author recorded the experience of a group of
people according to their itinerary, while also interspersed with his own
opinions. However, the author did not evenly distribute his words. Instead,
he wrote about two-thirds of the book's itinerary content on China and Japan.
As for the other parts of their trip from the Americas to the Middle East, it
only accounted for one-third. Therefore, the focus of this travel note is to
narrate China and Japan, for the purpose is to understand how the Eastern
countries dealt with Western invasions and sought development paths, like
Hadi Vakili, Hussayn *Ahmadzadah has pointed that, “In this trip, like many
others in Asia who were looking for a suitable model for reforms in Iran to
develop that country, he strongly praised Japan and its rulers and people.”™
Monica M. Ringer has commented that there are three levels of travel notes,
“First, for the information they contain and what this indicates about the
level of Iranian awareness and understanding of life an events abroad.
Second, the safarmame was the vehicle for analysis, presentation, and
construction of the Europe “other”. Third, in construing the primacy other as
Europe the Safarnamehs also served the related process of the reformulation
of conceptions of identity, culture, and tradition.” U! Safarnameh-ye
Tasharof bi Macceh-ye Mu ‘azami essentially reflects the Iranians' cognition
of China and Japan, followed by the construction of China and Japan in an
Iranian’s mind, and finally, taking China and Japan as an example to sublate
and consider self-construction. For the Chinese scholars, studying this part
of the content can realize the conditions of China and Japan at the time from
the perspective of an Iranian, as well as the Iranian’s comments on China
and Japan. This gives them a new understanding of their own history. In

”»”



7 / Festschrift in Honour of ...

Khatarat 2. Guzarish-e Iran 3. Safarnameh-ye Tasharof bi Macceh-ye
Mu‘azami 4. Tulii -e Mashratiyat) |, but still they only emphasized the part
about the journey to the United States and Japan.The article “Rityikardi
‘Aqglant Tarikhnigari-ye Mihdi Quli Hidayat” pointed out that,” Safarnameh-
ye Tasharof bi Macceh-ye Mu ‘azami records the one-year global travel of
Hidayat, mainly describing the development model of Japan and criticizing
the civilization of Europe and America.”"™
The Author and the Contents of the Book

The author of Safarnameh-ye Tasharof bi Macceh-ye Mu 'azami , Mihdi
Qult Hidayat (1863-1955); served s an official in the Qajar and Pahlavi
courts of Iran. He came from.a™noble family. His grandfather is Riza Quli
Khan Hidayat, whose title' Was Amir al-Shu’ara (1800-1871), a historian,
writer and poet in_the-Qajar court, and also the teacher of Nasirudin Shah,
and the principal of the Dara al-Funiin [Technical College]—the first
university in modern Iran. His father is AlT Quli Khan Hidayat with the title
Mubhabar al-Dauwla, was the Minister of Posts and Telecommunications. His
uncle, Nir al-Mulk, was also the principal of Dara al-Funiin. After the death
of his father, he himself received the title of Muhabar al-Saltana. ™! Mihdt
Qulif Hidayat studied in Germany for two years in his early years, and
besides German, he also knew English and French. In the eighth year after
returning to Iran, he served in the court of Qajar with his brother. He also
once served as the head of the Customs and Post-office in Tabriz, Azerbaijan
Province, and returned to Tehran in the same year as being the principal of a
school. During his second visit to Europe with Muzaffardin Shah of the
Qijar dynasty, he served as the Shah's German translator. In 1903, he
accompanied the newly retired Prime Minister Mirza Ali Asgar Atabak
(1858-1907) to travel around the world for the excuse of Hajj to Mecca, and
wrote "Safarndmeh-ye Tasharof bi Macceh-ye Mu 'azami" after his return.
Mihdi Qult Hidayat later showed a prominent presence in the constitutional
movement, participated in the formulation of the parliamentary election law,
and served as the Minister of Education in the first cabinet. Later, he held
important positions in various government departments. During 1927-1933,
he served as the Prime Minister of the cabinet of Reza Pahlavi, the first king
of the Pahlavi dynasty, and promulgated and implemented a series of reform
plans in accordance with the Shah’s will.™ The birth of the Qajar nobleman,
mastering many foreign languages, traveling in many countries, and
witnessing the major events in modern times at the highest decision-making
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Iranian Travel Notes about China

In the field of the history of Sino-Iranian cultural exchanges, private
travel notes or records of envoys have always been an important source of
historical data for scholars of China and Iran. Although in China there has a
wealth of historical documents, the travel notes of foreign travelers to China
provide us with a unique perspective and also an important supplement to
Chinese historical materials. Among the travel notes left by Iranian travelers
to China, the following are more detailed and representative: 1.’Akhbar al-
Sin wal-Hind "2. A Persian Embassy to Iran- A Extract from Zubdat al-
Tartkh 3. Khata-ye Namih 4. Safarnameh-ye Tashrof bi Macceh-ye
Mu ‘azami. The first three travel notes were translated and annotated
separately by Mu Genlai'®i'He Gaoji™", and Zhang Zhishan™, Besides that,
Aly Mazahéri also has'made a proofreading of “A Persian Embassy to Iran-
A Extract from:Zubdat al-Tartkh “and “Khata-ye Namih "in his book.!]

Ms. Wang Yidan in her “Practice and Achievement in sorting out
Persian Historical Documents—exploring Chinese history through the cup of
Jamshid” has made a brief introduction to Safarnameh-ye Tasharof bi
Macceh-ye Mu ‘azami.” Ms. Elham Sadat Mizania devoted one chapter to
her doctoral dissertation “Bo Si Ren Bi Xia de Zhong Guo”[China in the
Writings of the Persians] to give more introduction and analysis. In addition,
Monica M. Ringer in her “The Quest for the Secret of Strength in Iranian
Nineteenth Century Travel Literature: Rethinking Traditions in Safarname”
also mentioned that.l!

Even though, Safarnameh-ye Tasharof bi Macceh-ye Mu ‘azami has not
received the much attention of Chinese scholars because the date of it was
relatively close to our era. Compared with the previous travel notes, the
value of historical data or value seems to be limited. Many of these records
about China are still very familiar to the Chinese scholars today. In addition,
since the Ming Dynasty, official exchanges between China and Iran have
been significantly weakened since the reason is closely related to the rise and
fall of the Silk Road. Therefore, this travel note is of little significance to the
official relations between the two countries. Moreover, there are very few
Chinese researchers who understand Persian, have little time to pay attention
to this book seriously, while on the other hand, the part of journey to Japan
in this book has been translated into Japanese by Tushimi Itu."!! In Iran, the
research articles about Hidayat mentioned this travel notes many times,
because it is one of the four historical works of Hidayat ( 1. Khatirat va



The Influence of the Trip to China and Japan

on the Formation of Mihdi Qult Hiddyat Reformation Thought:
An Analysis of the Chinese and Japanese Chapters in
“Safarnameh-ye Tasharof bi Macceh-ye Mu ‘azami

Cheng Tong
Professor of Iranian History
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Abstract: Mihdi Quli Hidayat (1863-1955) is an important person (a
politician, educator and scholar) in the modemn history of Iran. He is both a
witness and a participant of major historical events. The historical writings
left by him are important materials for us to understand the important
incidents in Iran's modemn history, especially those reflecting the influence
and performance of his thoughts in the historical process of Iran. This article
attempts to analyze his personal account of his travels around the world
before his officially entering into Iran’s high-level decision-making
spheres—*“Safarnameh-ye Tasharof bi Macceh-ye Mu ‘azami), inferring that
this tour had a significant impact on his later attitudes and performances in
Iran’s social reforms, such as advancing constitutional monarchy,
maintaining traditional core values, opposing Western values, etc. His
thoughts were formed by his investigation of China and Japan, and the
comparison and reflection of the situation of China, Japan and Iran in that
era.

Keywords: Mihdi Quli Hidayat; Iran; China; Japan; Safarnamih

Travel notes are important first-hand materials for the history of Iran’s
foreign exchanges. Through Iranians’ descriptions of areas outside Iran and
foreign travelers’ descriptions of Iran, one can understand the social scene of
Iran in a certain era, as well as the author’s construction of others, and the
author's thought behind it. The information recorded in “Safarnameh-ye
Tashrof bi Macceh-ye Mu ‘azami. ”[Travelogue to Mecca] is an example.
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